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here. To the east and south-east our coverage has been 
less intense. If, as suggested above, Watling Street served 
as one line of distribution, the presence of the fabric at 
Verulamium is easily explained, so it might even be 
expected to occur in London, but this has yet to be 
determined. There is no doubt of its abundance in the 
Milton Keynes area where it occurs on all sites occupied 
after c. A.D. 160-170. The pottery from these sites is to 
be published soon (Marney, forthcoming) and is therefore 
not considered in great detail here, but many of the 
assemblages have up to 30% of the fabric (p. Marney 
pers. comm.), a figure which is equalled at Towcester. 
Clearly the fabric will occur at almost any Roman site 
in this area, and much work remains to be done here. 
To the north and east of Towcester and Bannaventa, 
however, there seems to be a relatively rapid fall-off in 
the quantity of the fabric reaching settlement sites, and 
in north-eastern Northamptonshire the distribution is thin; 
at Ashley and Ashton only very small percentages were 
recorded (E. MacRobert pers. comm.). 

Source, Date Range and Function 

The concentration of the fabric in the Towcester/Milton 
Keynes area strongly suggests that its source is to be 
sought here, though as yet no obvious candidates for a 
production site (or sites) have emerged. The results of 
thin sectioning are consistent with an origin in this area, 
and it has been suggested that thin-sectioned sherds from 
Milton Keynes could have been made from clay deposits 
in the Ouzel valley, within the area of Milton Keynes 
itself. The occurrence in the area of reasonable quantities 
of tile, probably in the same fabric, also suggests a local 
source, since tiles are unlikely to have been transported 
in bulk for any great distance from their place of 
manufacture (Zeepvat 1987, 120). Woodfield (in Brown 
and Woodfield 1983, 78) draws a very similar conclusion 
on the basis of the quantity of the material and the 
occurrence of tiles in the same fabric at Towcester, and 
suggests a source to the south and east of the town. The 
origins of the industry (for want of a better term) are not 
clear, but may lie in the 'Belgic Type' tradition of coarse 
pottery production, in which the use of grog tempering 
was common. At present, however, the evidence does 
not allow a definite conclusion on this point, though the 
fabric seems to occur at Towcester (where it is thought 
to develop from the 1st century fabric 35) and elsewhere 
from about the beginning of the 2nd century onwards. 
Away from this area it tends not to appear until rather 
later, and in most cases seems to occur mainly in later 
3rd-4th century contexts. At Tiddington, however, where 
the dating evidence is quite good, several sherds occur 
in contexts assigned to early 2nd century phases (vessels 
such as Nos. 15 and 16 would probably be consistant 
with such a date), though here again the vast majority 

of the material is assigned to later 3rd-4th century phases, 
and the fabric is well represented in the very latest 
deposits, where there is no suggestion that it occurs 
residually. Nearer to its probable source area, the same 
seems to be true at Towcester - the fabric remains 
consistently important from the late 3rd century to the 
later 4th century, and perhaps beyond. 

It seems that the typical large storage jars are also 
mainly of later 3rd-4th century date. At Tiddington, for 
example, many of the early occurrences of the fabric are 
of the smaller jar forms (though the illustrated vessels 
18 and 19 are both from a late 4th-?early 5th century 
deposit) whereas the large jars are mainly confined to the 
later period. This pattern, in which a long established 
industry increases significantly in importance in the later 
Roman period, with a heavy emphasis on one particular 
vessel type, invites comparison with the development of 
the Alice Holt industry (Lyne and Jefferies 1979), in 
particular because of the appearance of the large storage 
jar as the most prominent and important vessel type in 
each industry. There is even a certain superficial similar­
ity between some of the Alice Holt jars and those in pink 
grogged ware, particularly in terms of overall size and 
proportions (see for example Lyne and Jefferies 1979, 
44, Nos. 4.44 and 4.45). It would be unwise at present 
to press the similarities too far but one does wonder if 
Lyne and Jefferies' suggestion that the large Alice Holt 
jars were used as transport containers for a specific 
product (in this case perhaps honey, Lyne and Jefferies 
1979, 57) could apply equally to the large vessels under 
discussion here. Certainly the distribution of such sub­
stantial standardised vessels for no very obvious reason 
might suggest that it served as a container for a particular 
commodity. It is hoped that residue analysis might be 
able to suggest what this commodity was. There is 
nothing to suggest that the other forms had a direct 
functional relationship with the large storage jars; it 
seems most likely that, like so much other Roman coarse 
pottery, they were traded empty. 

Conclusion 

It is suggested that the fabric under discussion represents 
the product of a single industry, perhaps with several 
production sites (to account for small variations in the 
fabric) in the South Northamptonshire/North Buck­
inghamshire region. Although locally important from the 
?late 1st century onwards it achieved its maximum 
distribution in the later 3rd and 4th centuries, when the 
most characteristic vessel was the large, globular storage 
jar. This vessel may have been a specialist container. 
Many questions remain unanswered and much detailed 
work remains to be done, on the range and date range 
of the forms and on the distribution of the fabric and 
near the proposed area of origin. We would welcome any 
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Fig. 3 Pink grogged ware: Provisional distribution 
Large symbols indicate assemblages with more than 1% 

of the fabric. Scale , about 1 :1,500000 
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information which adds to the distribution map or refines 
(or refutes!) the conclusions reached above. 
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