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In the summer of 1986, a small exploratory hole was 
made in the floor of a shop in St. John's Street, 
Colchester, in the course of minor alterations. The hole 
was originally intended to go to a depth of no more than 
a foot or so, but the excavation was interrupted by the 
discovery of what appeared to be the base of an upside
down pottery vessel (Fig. 1). At this point the shop 
owners contacted the Colchester Archaeological Trust, 
who continued the excavations downwards. These gradu
ally revealed the whole of an inverted amphora of form 
Cam 188 (or Pelichet 47, Gauloise 4 or Peacock & 
Williams 27), which had been cracked and separated like 
a giant egg, just above the shoulder. The top part had 
been inverted and set in the bottom of the burial pit, a 
large grey jar containing the cremation had been set into 
the inside of the neck, and the body and base of the 
amphora was placed over this, completing the chamber, 
which was then covered with soil. 

Cam form 188 is a two-handled amphora with rounded 
rim, narrow neck and short handles, and with broad 
shoulders, a thin-walled body and a narrow, flat base, 
with a small footring. The form was predominantly made 
in southern France, at various sites near the mouth of the 
Rhone, and it was also one of the types made at recently 
excavated kilns not far from Orleans in central France 
-a source described as a 'curious northern outlier' (pea
cock & Williams 1986, 142). The type is commonly 
found throughout northern Europe and Italy, and may 
also have reached the eastern Mediterranean. At 
Colchester it is probably the commonest of all amphora 
types, after Dressel Type 20, and it had a long life, 
probably from ' the mid first century to the third century 
AD. In fact it is so common in our excavations, and the 
examples with especially thin walls merge so indistinctly 
with the fabric of what are clearly Colchester-made 
white-ware flagons that it has been suggested that some 
examples of the type may have been made at Colchester. 
It was noted by Hull that this type 'does not appear at 
the later kilns, but this is not conclusive' (Hull 1963, 
182). But the vessel described here has sufficiently thick 
walls to be an unlikely candidate for Colchester produc
tion. Hull noted in the same comment, however, that this 
type 'occurs not infrequently, but never in graves'; our 
example is obviously an exception. 

The grey-ware jar found inside the amphora is almost 
certainly a Colchester product, but it is most unusual. 

There are several different aspects of this vessel, each of 
which may be found on quite separate vessel types, which 
are not usually assumed to be inter-related - or even 
similarly dated - types. The plain upright everted rim, 
of about two centimetres high, with a narrow cordon at 
its join with the neck, is similar to the typical rim of 
'poppy-head' beakers (Hull form 123, for example), 
which are normally dated to the latter part of the 1st 
century or the beginning of the second. The rim is too 
upright to be related to rims normally found on black
burnished ware jars, and the narrow cordon at its base is 
even less compatible with such a possibility. The two 
broad ribs at the shoulder are unusual, but are somewhat 
similar to the cordons found on some more rounded (and 
therefore probably later) carinated bowls, of Hull form 
218. The 'roller-stamped' decoration on the upper body 
is not a common feature on Colchester vessels, but it is 
generally considered to be a late Roman phenomenon: its 
most well-known manifestation is on fourth century 
samian ware from the Argonne. A survey of grey-ware 
sherds with roller-stamped decoration from recent 
excavations at Colchester has shown that they are all from 
contexts dated to the third or fourth centuries. The scribed 
wavy lines on the lower body are typical of what is 
known as black-burnished ware, Type 2, and particularly 
of the Colchester-made versions of this ware, but wavy 
lines like these are far more common on bowls and 
'dog-dishes' than on jars, which more frequently have a 
scribed lattice decoration; wavy lines are also somewhat 
common on black-burnished ware, Type 1, but not on 
jars. The only example of a wavy scribed-line decoration 
similar to this found on northern sites was dated by 
Gillam to AD 350-400+ (Gillam 1970, Type 190). 
Finally, the narrow, restricted base of the vessel is a shape 
normally associated with relatively early grey wares, and 
it is very unlike the bases normally found on black
burnished type jars. It is the combination of all of these 
aspects, none of which is normally associated with any 
of the others, which make this a quite unique vessel. It 
probably dates to the third century, but this remains 
debateable. It has been suggested that it is a potter's 
demonstration piece, with a variety of different styles all 
represented on a single jar for advertising purposes. If 
that were true, might this not in fact be a chamber which 
such a talented potter might have arranged for his own 
cremated remains, or perhaps those of his patron? 
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