·Two vessels in Pink Grog tempered ware from the
Roman Fort at Cramond, Scotland
Barbara Ford
Study of the Roman pottery from the Roman fort at
Cramond, Edinburgh has shown that a number of
unusual imports had been brought to the site. Amongst
the strangest are two vessels in a pink grog-tempered
fabric. Vessels in this fabric have been the subject of
research by Paul Booth and Sarah Green (1989) and
Pauline Mamey (1989). Because of the unusual nature of
these vessels it was decided to include them in a thinsection programme; they were also included in a project
on oxidised wares from sites on the Antonine Wall. This
involved neutron activation and petrological analyses
carried out at Bradford University (Gillings 1991).

Form and manufacture
The two vessels are wheel thrown. One is a narrownecked jar and the other is a medium-mouthed bowl or
jar. Both these vessels are forms noted in this fabric
from other sites (Booth and Green 1989, 78), although
there are no sherds at Cramond of the commonly
identified large storage jars. Marney in her study of
vessels in this fabric from the Milton Keynes area,
states that the dominant form is a wide-mouthed necked
bowl and that, typologically, the basic vessel is
unchanging (Mamey 1989, 65). She suggests that the
vessels were produced as containers and marketed for
their contents (ibid., 67).

Fabric description
Distribution

The fabric description is based on visual analysis,
examination by thin section under a petrological
microscope, neutron activation analysis and the original
fabric description by Booth and Green (1989, 77).
The sherds have pink (MunseI5YR7/4) surfaces and
a thick grey core. The fabric is soft The surfaces are
lumpy in appearance and powdery, though it must be
noted that much of the overall pottery assemblage from
Cramond is heavily abraded due to poor soil conditions.
There is no trace of burnishing on the Cramond vessels,
although it has been noted on vessels from other sites
(Booth and Green 1989, 77). Angular fragments of
quartz and grog can be seen as well as residue voids
and very occasional ferruginous material. The fabric is
moderately micaceous; however none of the flint,
limestone or sandstone, occasionally seen by Booth and
Green (ibid., 77) has been noted in the Cramond
vessels.
Microscopically the fabric is a pink birefringent
fabric with a distinctive grey core, containing a subrounded to sub-angular, poor to moderately sorted
quartz fraction. This comprises rare coarse, medium and
fine quartz with sparse silt There are abundant subrounded to sub-angular fragments of grog (0.15130mm;typically 0.55mm), sparse to common organic
residue voids, suggestive of burnt-out organic temper,
sub-angular opaque grains (0.1-D.35mm) and moderate
flakes of mica (O.02-D.06mm;typically 0.03mm).

To date the distribution of pink grog-tempered ware has
been seen to be mainly confined to a 'heartland' in
Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire and it has been
suggested that the production centre may have been in
this area (Booth and Green 1989, 80-2). Furthermore,
because of the large quantities found around Milton
Keynes, it is thought that production may have taken
place there, although direct evidence for kiln sites has
yet to be discovered (Marney 1989, 67). From this
nucleus the distribution spreads south through
Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and into Wiltshire. Watling
Street is noted to have generally marked the northern
limit and may have served as a axis for its distribution,
with Chester being the furthest findspot to the north
(Booth and Green 1989, 80-3, Fig. 3).
The occurrence of vessels at Cramond seems
remarkable considering the distance from even the
previous most northerly example, but our knowledge is
still limited as it is only since the pioneering work of
Booth and Green that this ware is being readily
recognised and a universal fabric description adopted. It
is hoped that this will lead to the recording of more
findspots in the north and Scotland.

Date
The fabric first appears in Towcester in the late 1st
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century and elsewhere from the 2nd century onwards
(Booth and Green 1989, 82). Its presence in the
'heartland' had increased greatly by the late 2nd to early
3rd century and during the 3rd century it began to
dominate around Milton Keynes (Mamey 1989,65-7).
It probably achieved maximum distribution in the later
3rd to 4th centuries, when the most widespread form
was the large storage jar (Booth and Green 1989, 82),
which is not present at Cramond.
At Cramond the narrow neck jar (Fig. 1, 2) was
found in the fIll of a pit in the industrial complex
located to the south-east of the fort and was not
associated with any other datable fInds. Another
example of this form occurred at Alcester, Warwickshire
(Booth and Green 1989, fIg. 2, 12). The medium
mouthed bowl or jar (Fig. 1, 1) came form the backfIlI
of the inner fort ditch, which contained a readily datable
series of coins, the latest examples being three Severan
denarii minted in AD 198, AD 205-07 and AD 207. All
three coins exhibit only slight wear. Other pottery found
in the backfill includes flat-rimmed bowls, a pie-dish,
jars and jar body sherds with burnished acute lattice
decoration, all in BBl, jars and bead-rimmed dishes in
BB2, and also a locally made oxidised lid-seated bowl.
These give an early 3rd century terminus post quem for
the fIlls. The backfIlled ditch is sealed by material from
the destruction of the fort. Other examples of this type

of vessel come from Stretton-on-Fosse and Tiddington,
the latter in a late 4th/5th century context (Booth and
Green 1989, fIg. 2, 13 and 18).

Conclusions
The discovery of these highly distinctive vessels at
Cramond has greatly widened the known distribution of
this fabric. These are the fIrst fInd spots, not only in
Scotland but north of Chester. The occurrence of only
two vessels can, however, hardly constitute evidence for
trade between the Milton Keynes area and Cramond. It
is equally possible that these vessels were brought to the
site by a person some time in the early 3rd century.
They were probably being used as containers for the
transport of goods, especially as it has been noted in the
various studies of the fabric that the surfaces quickly
become very powdery making long term use seem
unlikely.
Catalogue (Fig. 1)
1 Medium mouthed bowl or jar. BackfIlI of inner fort
ditch 19. Early 3rd century.
2 Narrow-mouthed jar. Fill of Pit 595, industrial
complex. Early 3rd century.
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