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Introduction 
This report deals with the Roman pottery recovered 
from ' excavations in Exeter between 1980 and 1990, a 
period of almost continuous work for Exeter Museums 
Archaeological Field Unit as redevelopment occurred 
apace within the core of the historic city. Excavations 
within the western part of the fortress produced signifi
cant new details of its layout (Henderson 1988), and the 
Lower Coombe Street site revealed evidence of extra
mural military activity. Pottery from civil deposits is 
not particularly well represented in the present sample, 
with the exception of a large mid-2nd century group 
from the infilling of the second fortress ditch at Friernhay 
Street. Excavation of a length of the town earthwork 
defences and subsequent stone wall and rampart at Paul 
Street produced some usefully stratified pottery al
though much of it proved to be residual in date. Pottery 
from 3rd and 4th century deposits is on the whole from 
isolated contexts and is frequently small in quantity and 
poorly dated. 

This article forms a supplement to Roman Finds 
from Exeter (Exeter Archaeological Reports 4: Holbrook 
and Bidwell 1991, hereafter referred to as RFE). Its 
purpose is partly to set out the new dating evidence 
supplied by the pottery for the date of the legionary 
fortress and associated extra-mural sites, and for the 
final filling and levelling of the fortress ditch and the 
construction of the town defences. But in addition new 
or more completely preserved types of pottery are 
illustrated and discussed, and there are general notes on 
the fabric series which revise or amplify some of the 
conclusions reached in RFE. 

Study of the pottery from the previous decade of 
excavation at Exeter has tested the decision taken in the 
preparation of RFE to publish the pottery by means of 
type-series according to fabric rather than in stratified 
groups. A number of new types can be added to the 
Fortress-ware industries; the type-series are therefore 
not definitive and will have to be re-worked, although 
the general fabric divisions hold good. Much has also 
been learnt about local mortaria and flagon production 
in the 1st century. However, scarcely any new types 
have been added to pottery from the succeeding three 
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centuries of Roman occupation at Exeter. The BB 1 and 
other coarse ware type series therefore require no 
revision, and in general the effectiveness of the approach 
adopted in RFE as a foundation for future research on the 
pottery of Roman Exeter and its region seems to have 
been vindicated. Above all, it has meant that pottery 
amounting in quantity to about a third of that published 
in RFE has been catalogued in little more than four 
months and published in an economical fashion. 

There still remains much to be done in the further 
study of the pottery. Computerisation of all the material 
catalogued since the mid 1970s is in progress and will 
allow easier comparison of quantities of types and 
fabrics in groups of various dates. Selective re-catalogu
ing is also taking place in the light of new fabric and type 
divisions. Finally, there are still important gaps in our 
knowledge of the pottery at various periods (cf RFE, 
88). Even in the fortress period, to which the largest and 
best-dated groups of pottery belong, the complexities of 
the pottery supply are far from fully understood. 

In forthcoming reports on the structural sequences 
from Exeter, lists by context of the stratified pottery 
will be included, together with further discussion of the 
pottery as dating evidence. 

The Sites Excavated 
i. 4112 High St (Star Jeans) 1980 (site code: SJ). 

Excavation in the cellar of a shop on High St. 
Part of fortress period road and flanking ditch 
found, along with some isolated later features. 

ii. Lucky Lane 1980 (LL). 
Extra-mural site to the south-east of the fortress, 
adjacent to the road to Topsham. Four fortress 
period pits excavated. 

iii. Bartholomew Street East 1980 (BSE). 
Parts of five military buildings were found, three 
of which are clearly barrack blocks. Some of the 
buildings show evidence for subsequent 
modification and for the extraction of posts with 
the abandonment of the fortress. The military 
buildings were sealed by a layer of clay loam, 
possibly degraded daub from the demolition of 
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the walls. Later deposits proved to have been 
very heavily disturbed and the civil period was 
largely represented by a series of isolated and 
poorly dated features. 

iv. Friernhay Street 1981 (FH). 
The first and second fortress ditches, rampart, 
intervallum, via sagularis and a fragment of an 
internal building were found. In the intervallum 
a series of post-trench buildings were replaced in 
the military period by a series of ovens which are 
themselves of more than one phase. In the civil 
period the via sagularis was resurfaced on a 
number of occasions and the road-side ditch recut. 
In the second half of the 2nd century the second 
fortress ditch was infilled with dumps of domestic 
refuse. Evidence for civilian occupation comprised 
largely isolated pits and some robbed stone 
foundations. 

v. St. Nicholas Priory 1983 (NP). 
Parts of two back-to-back barrack-blocks were 
found along with a few later features. 

vi. Paul Street 1982-5 (PS). 
The first and second ditches of the legionary 
fortress were sectioned and a length of the town 
earthwork and stone wall defences examined. 
Some traces of civil buildings were also found 
along with extensive deposits of late/post-Roman 
'dark soil'. 

vii. Exe Street 1985 (ES). 
A 2nd century quarry pit, a drainage gully and 
part of a timber building were found in the slope 
below the City Wall. In the 3rd century dumps of 
clay and rubbish were tipped down the hillside. 

viii. St. Catherine's Almshouses 1987-8 (CA). 
The rampart and both defensive ditches of the 
fortress were found. The second ditch was infilled 
in the later 2nd century and subsequently covered 
with a timber building which was replaced on 
more than one occasion. In the late 3rd or early 
4th century the site was covered with dumps of 
domestic refuse which were over lain by a stone 
town house equipped with fine mosaics. 
Occupation of the house does not appear to have 
continued much beyond the third quarter of the 
4th century. 

ix. Magdalen Street 1987-8 (MS). 
Part of a defensive ditch which lay in front of the 
City Wall and an isolated well were found. 

x. Acorn 1988 (AC). 
Further traces of the fortress period extra-mural 
buildings first located in 1973-4 were found 
(Bidwell 1980, 41-4). They were cut by a series 
of 2nd century gullies and wells. 

xi. Cricklepit Street 1988-9 (CP). 
The stone face of City Wall was found to have 
collapsed at some point in the 4th century, and 

was replaced by a new wall on a slightly different 
alignment. 

xii. Lower Coombe Street 1990 (LCS). 
A stream was canalised in the military period by 
the construction of two ditches. On the south side 
of the coombe there was an extra-mural depot, 
defended by a bank and ditch on one side and a 
palisade on another. In the late 1st century the 
drainage ditches were infilled and a scatter of 
pits and gullies covered the site. In the late 2nd 
century the town earthwork defences, later 
replaced by a stone wall, were constructed. 

The Principal Deposits 
Fortress and associated occupation 
In RFE, 3-6, a date of c 55-60 was proposed for the 
foundation of the legionary fortress. Large quantities of 
pottery from fortress levels, particularly at Friernhay 
Street, have come to light since 1980 but almost all of 
it is from late occupation levels or from demolition 
deposits. None was stratified in deposits associated 
with the construction of the fortress. The samian, 
viewed as a general collection, shows a range of dates 
similar to those of the much larger quantities already 
published. 

The most extensive sequence of occupation investi
gated in the fortress since 1980 has been at Friernhay 
Street. Two periods of timber buildings (the earlier 
possibly uncompleted) were succeeded by a series of 
very large ovens. Flavian samian was associated with 
levelling dumps under the ovens, the final rebuilding of 
the ovens, and the remetalling of the via sagularis and 
insertion of a water-pipe which followed the demolition 
of the ovens. 

A rather different picture has emerged from the 
excavations at Lower Coombe Street, south-west of the 
fortress. Sherds representing about eighty samian ves
sels were associated with a sequence of buildings on the 
site. None of the samian was necessarily as late as the 
Flavian period; the latest closely datable vessels were 
Dr.18s of c 60-70 and 65-85 (stamps nos. 12 and 41) 
and there were eight Neronian-Vespasianic sherds, the 
remainder being of pre-Flavian date. Military occupa
tion of the site seems to have ended earlier than in the 
fortress, where purely Flavian samian occurs in late 
occupation levels. 

There was no evidence to suggest occupation earlier 
than the foundation of the fortress at Lower Coombe 
Street. The earliest stratified samian included a Dr. 18 
of c 55-70 (stamp 11); a building associated with a 
second phase of construction on the site sealed the 
stamp of c 65-85 cited above. Six sherds of Claudian 
samian came from these deposits (7.5% of the total). 
This is a lower proportion than from a neighbouring 
site (BFW, 5 vessels, 15.6%) and from one site in the 
fortress (GS, 4 vessels, 15.3%), and can be compared 
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with the samian from the thermae construction levels 
(Bidwell 1979, 55-6: 1 vessel, 5 % ). 

The end of military occupation 
Little usefully stratified material was recovered from 
demolition deposits within the fortress or from the 
succeeding civilian occupation. The conclusions re
garding the date of the fortress in RFE, 7-8, are thus 
still valid; indeed they are strengthened by the early 
Flavian terminus post quem for demolition provided by 
the samian in late fortress occupation deposits at 
Friernhay Street (see above). 

At Lower Coombe St, as we have seen, the samian 
associated with the buildings was entirely pre-Flavian 
in date. The infilling of two ditches which canalised a 
stream yielded sherds from 74 samian vessels, the 
latest being three Dr. 29s (nos. 18-20), two Dr. 30s 
(nos. 28-9) and a stamped Dr.18 (stamp 18), all dating 
from c 70. However, the group also contained two 
South-Western BBl forms not found in fortress occu
pation and demolition deposits (a samian imitation RFE 
type 46.3 and flanged dish RFE type 72), and sherds of 
a mica-dusted beaker and of South Wales combed grey 
ware, which are also absent from fortress levels. This 
suggests that the date of the group is likely to be after 
c 75, rather than c 70 as suggested by the samian; the 

absence of later Flavian types indicates that the group 
was closed by c 80. The date of introduction of the BB 1 
types has been discussed in RFE (90-91), but the 
present group provides reliable stratified evidence that 
both types were in circulation a few years after the 
abandonment of the fortress. Combed grey ware ves
sels are known from a number of late 1st century 
deposits in Wales. 

The composition of the assemblage by fabric-type is 
shown in Table 1, from which the unusually high 
quantity of flagons and local mortaria is readily appar
ent (flagons normally comprise 10-20% of 1st century 
groups in Exeter by weight). Indeed it is clear upon 
examination that the majority of both these types in the 
group are waste products discarded from a nearby kiln. 
Some vessels have clearly never been used and are 
overfired wasters, and others are at best poor seconds 
displaying obvious cracks. Two distinct fabrics are 
represented, which were used for both flagons and 
mortaria, and as identical forms occur in both fabrics 
it is clear that we are dealing with products of a single 
industry (see further, below). 

Antonine Dumps in the Second Fortress Ditch 
at Friernhay Street 
In RFE, 9, it was argued that the levelling of the 

Table 1. The percentages of different fabrics (quantified by sherd weight and Estimated Rim Equivalents) recovered from the 
filling of ditches 1 and 2 at Lower Coombe Street. Date: c 75-80. The percentages do not include the mortaria so as to aid 
comparison with the groups published in RFE (where mortaria were not included in the quantified coarseware data). 

Fabrics Wt % Wt ERE % ERE 

S.E Dorset BBl 612 2.00 76 1.60 
South-Western BBl 6551 21.00 631 13.70 
Fortress ware A 765 2.50 215 4.70 
Fortress ware B 2336 7.50 540 11.80 
Fortress ware C 1401 4.50 191 4.10 
Fortress ware D 316 1.00 90 2.00 
Sandy Grey ware 1690 5.40 588 12.90 
Grey-Burnished ware 2420 7.80 353 7.70 
Micaceous Grey ware 286 0.90 40 0.90 
Flagons: kiln fab. A 3340 10.70 722 15.80 
Flagons: kiln fab. B 3680 11.80 200 4.40 
Flagons: buff ware, 

probably imported 2265 7.30 243 5.30 
Other flagons 1275 4.00 29 0.60 
Samian 2946 9.40 429 9.40 
Terra Nigra 205 0.70 33 0.70 
Terra Nigra type 337 1.00 91 2.00 
Pre-Flavian fineware 23 0.10 
Other coarse wares 750 2.40 109 2.40 
TOTAL 31198 4580 

Mortaria: kiln fab.A 2750 108 
Mortaria: kiln fab.B 4675 233 
Mortaria (local) 425 12 
Mortaria (imports) 3810 114 
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fortress defences, already much decayed, was con
nected with the construction of the new defences of the 
town which enclosed a much larger area. Pottery from 
the filling of the fortress ditch is therefore taken to date 
the first phase of the town defences. In two of the 
sections (27,34) excavated through the fills of the 
second fortress ditch at Friernhay St in 1981, a large 
mass of clay from the demolished fortress rampart was 
encountered (715). Only a small amount of pottery was 
recovered from the fills beneath this material: it in
cluded a Dr. 37 dated c 125-50 (42) and another of 
general Antonine date; sherds of rough-cast beaker and 

South-East Dorset and South-Western BBl flat-rimmed 
bowls were also recovered. Overlying the clay layer 
and filling the rest of the ditch were dumps of domestic 
rubbish which contained a Dr. 37 dated c 145-80 (39), 
BBl plain-rimmed dishes and a worn sestertius of 
Hadrian (128-38). In a nearby section (26) the clay 
layer was not encountered and the ditch proved to have 
been filled with a series of large dumps of domestic 
refuse which contained quantities of pottery. The dumps 
appear to have been deposited over a period of two 
decades or more, and are of value in tracing the 
appearance and development of certain types of coarse 

Table 2. Quantities of pottery recovered from the successive phases of dumping in the fortress ditch at Friernhay Street. 
The coarse pottery is quantified by sherd weight and Estimated Rim Equivalents (ERE). 

PHASE A PHASE B PHASE C SECT.27+34 
Contexts 784-7 783 776 715&above 

FABRICS 
S.E. Dorset BB1 Wt 1020 750 1575 497 

ERE 103 37 133 66 
South-Western BB1 Wt 2055 3300 5305 1735 

ERE 369 444 725 158 
Fine S.W. BB1 Wt 40 180 

ERE 41 
Micaceous Grey ware Wt 210 200 175 205 

ERE 67 16 80 
Sandy Grey ware Wt 290 250 410 595 

ERE 17 68 16 
Gritty Grey ware Wt 50 50 

ERE 12 
S.W. Storage jars Wt 75 625 

ERE I 7 
South Devon ware Wt 50 ~ 200 

ERE 3 65 
Fortress wares Wt 400 100 65 

ERE 25 19 12 
Flagons Wt 165 290 170 

ERE 12 
Other coarse wares Wt 115 115 205 80 

ERE 62 32 
Rough-cast bkrs Wt 6 20 10 15 

ERE 15 18 16 
Nene Valley c.c. Wt 25 

ERE 
Lezoux black c.c. Wt 2 

ERE 
Samian (CG) Wt 600 755 630 625 

ERE 128 171 175 57 
Samian (SG + M d V) Wt 220 25 25 185 

ERE 63 13 25 49 

TOTAL Wt 5131 5680 9657 4222 
ERE 770 766 1285 478 

Mortaria Shds 14 14 11 3 
MNV 10 4 4 3 
Wt 1050 25 1303 85 
ERE 27 13 

TOTAL Wt 6181 5705 9787 4307 
ERE 797 766 1298 478 
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Table 3. Different rim types (quantified by Estimated Rim Equivalents) on BBl bowls and dishes in the Antonine dumps in 
the fortress ditch at Friernhay Street. 

PHASE A 

Bead rims 5 
Flanged rims 28 
Flat rims 142 
Plain rims 0 

Plain rims as % 
of all open forms 

pottery. Three phases of dumping have been distin
guished and their contents are quantified by fabric in 
Table 2. Dating evidence is as follows: 
Phase A 
Decorated samian: Fig. 4, 41-2, c 125-50; 43, c 125-
45?; 44, C 130-50. Stamped samian: 23, C 125-50; 31, 
C 130-50; 44, C 130-60. BB1 plain-rimmed dishes 
(Table 3), Grey ware storage jars and sherds of Fine 
South-Western BB1 are all absent. 

Phase B 
Decorated samian: Fig. 4, 45, C 130-50; 46, C 150-80; 
47, C 150-80?; 48, C 125-50. Stamped samian: 8, C 

140-60; 19, C 130-60; 42, Hadrianic-early Antonine; 
43, C 140-60. Small quantities of Grey ware storage 
jars and Fine South-Western BB1 occur in this phase. 
There is also a single plain-rimmed vessel (Fig. 13, 91) 
although this is unusually shallow for a normal plain
rimmed dish and may in fact be part of a fish-dish. 

Phase C 
Decorated samian: Fig. 5, 49 and an example not 
illustrated, c 150-80; three earlier bowls, not illus
trated. Stamped samian: 56, C 145-75. There is a single 
sherd of Lezoux black colour-coated (Rbenish) ware, 
the first example of this ware to have been recovered 
from the fortress ditch. BB 1 cooking-pots with obtuse
angled lattice decoration and bowls with flat grooved 
rims and arcaded decoration (South-East Dorset BB1, 
RFE type 43) are absent (although there is one example 
of a type which is likely to have been a direct anteced
ent of type 43: Fig. 16, 90). Table 3 shows that plain
rimmed dishes are well established in this phase. 

The absence of plain-rimmed dishes, Grey ware 
storage jars and Fine South-Western BB1 from Phase A 
supports the date in the mid 2nd century previously 
proposed for their introduction (RFE, 99-100, 135, 
175). 

There is now a very large quantity of samian from the 
filling of the fortress ditch. This includes at least 51 
Central Gaulish Dr. 37s, almost all of which are of 
Hadrianic or early Antonine date: 17 are of fully Antonine 
date, 2 can be dated from C 145 and 4 from C 150. Later 

PHASE B PHASE C SECT.27+34 

56 52 27 
18 41 17 
95 185 46 
4 48 23 

2.3% 14.7% 20.3% 

bowls are absent, with the exceptions of an example 
dated C 160-90 (RFE, Fig. 15, 9) and another of late 
Antonine date. If indeed the final filling and levelling of 
the fortress ditch took place when the new town defences 
were built, then an early to mid-Antonine date is indi
cated by the decorated samian. The remainder of the 
samian from earlier excavations of the ditch is similar in 
character. The latest pieces are a stamp of c 160-90 
(RFE, 70) and two late Antonine plain forms (Dr. 31R 
and Dr. 79, see RFE, 287-8). Dr. 45s are absent. 

In RFE, 11, a date of c 160-200 was proposed for 
the first phase of the town defences . In the light of the 
larger collections of pottery now examined in detail, 
the upper limit then set now seems improbable given 
the scarcity of late Antonine samian in all the groups 
recovered from the fortress ditch. Hardey (1983) has 
collected the dating evidence for the enclosure of 
Romano-British towns with earth banks in the 2nd 
century; the samian establishes termini of c 150 or 160, 
which matches the evidence from the filling of the 
fortress ditch. His conclusion (ibid , 92), that the 
earthwork defences could have been started by c 155-
60, or a decade or two later, can be applied to Exeter. 

Deposits Associated with the Construction of 
the Town Defences 
In 1983 excavation of a length of the town defences at 
Paul Street yielded some dating evidence. Pottery sealed 
beneath the first bank (Bank 1) included a Dr . 37 dated 
C 130-60 (54) and two Hadrianic-Antonine and three 
Antonine samian vessels. Amongst the coarse pottery 
was a South-Western BB 1 plain-rimmed dish (RFE type 
92 with a circular burnished pattern on the underside of 
the base), two flat-rimmed bowls and a sherd of Lower 
Rbineland colour-coated beaker. The bank itself pro
duced a Dr. 37 dated c 150-80 (56) and three other 
samian vessels datable to the Hadrianic-Antonine pe
riod. Coarse pottery included a South-Western BBl 
flat-rimmed bowl with obtuse-angled lattice decoration 
(RFE type 60) and sherds of grey-ware storage jars. 
The second bank (Bank 2), which was associated with 
the stone wall, yielded a Dr. 37 dated C 145-65 (?), an 
Antonine Dr. 31 and a Dr. 81 (?) oflate Antonine date. 
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Coarse wares included a sherd of Lower Rhineland 
colour-coated beaker and a South-Western BB1 plain
rimmed dish (type uncertain). The dating evidence is 
thus very similar to that recovered from previous exca
vations of the town defences (RFE, 1O-11). 

THE DECORATED SAMIAN WARE 
by G. B. Dannell 

(Figs. 1-6) 

Abbreviations 
Asciburgium = Vanderhoeven 1974-8. 
D Dechelette 1904 
H Hermet 1934 
K12 = Knorr 1912 
K19 Knorr 1919 
K52 Knorr 1952 
La Nautique Fiches et al 1978 
ML Museum of London 
0 = Oswald 1937 
Rogers Rogers 1974 
S&S Stanfield and Simpson 1958 
Tongres = Schaetzen and Vanderhoeven 1955 

From Military Deposits within the Fortress 
1. 29. Stamped internally by MARINVS (stamp 34); 

he appears to stamp bowls from moulds with a 
great diversity of styles. The lower zone leaf is 
similar to that shown from the Colchester Pottery 
Shop, cf Hull 1958, Fig. 100,2, also stamped by 
him. The striated rod may be the same as that on 
the Valkenburg form 29, cf Glasbergen 1940-44, 
Abb. 58,3. c 50-65. SG. FHI06111068. 

2. 29. This basal wreath is a common detail, cfK19. 
Taf. 29,1, stamped CRESTI, and K52, Taf. 43E 
in the MODESTVS style. c 55-70? SG. FH 897. 

3. 29. A bowl in the style stamped by BASSVS and 
COELVS and CALVVS. The hare is on a form 29 
from London (ML NSDC) which has an upper zone 
close to that shown on the Bregenz bowl, cf K19, 
Taf. 18D, which also has the grass-tuft elements 
used here to form a cross. The small leaf was used 
on bowls stamped by BASSVS and COELVS, 
COELVS and SENO, cf K52, Taf 58, and for the 
whole element, cf H34, PI. 49,33. The sparrows 
are shown for CALVVS, cf K19, Taf. 17c. The 
gadroons are cut off, so comparisons are difficult, 
but cf K19, Taf. 17 A. The lower festoon arrange
ment is composed of elements known in work asso
ciated with BASSVS and COELVS and CALVVS: 
the birds are on a form 37 with the CALVVS ovolo 
from Peterborough (Monument 97, publication 
forthcoming, information from Mrs F. C. Wild). 
The rosette appears with the other CAL VVS ovolo 
(small rosette) on a Dr. 30, cfK52, Taf. lOC, and 
cf ibid, Taf. 58. The roped column pendants, fes
toons and astragali are on a Dr. 37 with the large 

rosette ovolo from Chichester, cf Dannell 1989, 
Fig. 14.1, 18. c 70-85. FH 817. 

4. 37. Not diagnostic, the cordate-stipuled leaves 
tended to die out in the later Flavian period, and 
this divided panel design was used on form 29 c 
75-90. SG. FH 817. 

5. 30. Small leaf used by Flavian potters, cf K19, 
Taf. 16, detail 16, signed by CALVVS. It also 
appears with the ovolo used by FRONTINVS from 
Wroxeter, cf May 1916, P1. 14,33. c 70-85. 
SG. FH 822.2. 

6. 29. This volute and stand is known on form 29s 
stamped by AQVITANVS (ML ex. GH 1931.68, 
presumably the one noted by Oswald (1951, 149-
53,34, but if so drawn incorrectly); by 
MODESTVS, cf Stanfield 1930, 114-25, B; and 
MOMMO (Hermet ColI., Mus. Fenaille, Rodez, 
and cf H34, PI. 60,44, which is probably taken 
from the bowl concerned). The upper zone is not 
diagnostic. AQVIT ANVS is suspected to have 
brought moulds in, and the stamped bowls of 
MOMMO show fairly wide connections too. 
Moulds with an intra-decorative signature MOD 
are however known to have been used by 
CRESTIO and FELIX, so there may be grounds 
for seeing him as the originator of the current 
design. c 50-65. SG. FH 822.2. 

7. 29. Stamped CALVI.M? (stamp 13): The deco
ration is similar to that on a bowl with the same 
stamp from Bonn, cf K19, Taf. 17B. The frond 
is shown there as detail 18. The leaf is on a form 
29 from La Graufesenque (Mus. Fenaille, Rodez), 
stamped OFCVLVI. A date in the 70s is sug
gested. SG. BSE 143. 

From Infilling of Military Annex? ditch 
8. 37. Too little for ascription, but a similar panel 

appears on a form 37 from London (ML 4363G) 
with an ovolo which is associated with the exter
nal stamp of M CRESTIO (ML, ex. GH 1931. 
208). c 75-90. SG. FH 999. 

9. 37. This ovolo, with the tongue impinging on the 
egg, is similar to one which appears with deco
ration in the SEVERVS style from London (ML 
Box 58). c 75-90? SG. FH 999. 

10. 29. Too little for ascription, but potters like 
CALVVS and MEDDILLVS stamped bowls with 
the requisite detail. c 70-85. SG. FH 999. 

Military Extra-Mural activity 
11. 29. Eagle, 02174 in a heavily serrated medal

lion, which appears on a form 29 with links to 
bowls stamped by BASSVS and COELVS cf 
Asciburgium, Taf. 65,509, andcfH34, PI. 63,17. 
c 50-70? SG. LL 147. 

12. 29. An unusual pendant design. The nearest to 
the festoon is one on a stamped bowl by NIGER 
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from La Graufesenque (Hermet ColI., Mus. 
Fenaille, Rodez). The geese are 02244 and 2286. 
c 55-70. SG. AC 600. 

13 . 30. Not enough for ascription, but cf Glasbergen 
1940-44, Abb. 59,2, signed by MASCLVS. c 
50-65 . SG. LCS 2039. 

14. 30. The ovolo is now known to have been used 
on bowls stamped positively in the mould by 
LVPVS (Colchester forthcoming). The trilobe leaf 
is on a form 30 from Winchester (forthcoming) 
together with the ovolo . The bird is an 02229 
type. c 50-65. SG. LCS 879. 

15. 29 . The rosette in the lower zone is that shown 
from La Graufesenque (cf H34, PI. 106,13). It 
appears on numerous bowls there (ColI. Hermet, 
Mus. Fenaille, Rodez) together with the palm 
leaf and narrow striated rods, on form 29s with 
the interior basal stamp of L VCCEIVS. The upper 
zone motif is on a form 29 with the interior basal 
stamp of ALBVS (same collection). c 55-70. SG. 
LCS 3004. 

16. 29. The motifs are similar to those shown from 
Rottweil (cf K52, Taf. 58Y), and on 25. The 
wreath was used on internally stamped form 29s 
of BASSVS and COELVS (cf K52, Taf. lOD), 
MEDDILVS( K52, Taf. 55K), NIGER (ColI . 
Hermet, Mus. Fenaille, Rodez), and SENO (cf 
K52, Taf. 58Z) . The small trifid in this form 
appears in the work stamped by MEDDILVS (op 
cit J). c 55-70. SG. LCS 3010. 

17. 29. The nearest parallel is from La Graufesenque, 
cf H34, PI. 40,12. The design of the scroll sug
gests a slightly earlier date. c 45-60. SG. LCS 
3074. 

Infilling of the Ditches at Lower Combe Street, 
c 75-80. 
Ditch 1 
18. 29. CALVVS style; the pendant is on an inter

nally stamped form 29 from Neuss , cf K19, Taf. 
17B, and Exeter (7). The small trifid is on an
other stamped form 29 from Hofueim, and the 
lobed leaf on one from La Graufesenque (Mus. 
Fenaille, Rodez) . The bottle-shaped bud is on a 
form 37 with the large rosette tip ovolo from 
London (ML 11901G). c 70-85. SG. LCS 2036. 

19. 37. IVSTVS style; the wreath appears with his 
ovolo from Leicester (3161962) and London (ML 
47419). c 70-85. SG. LCS 2025. 

20. 29. The medallion and frond both appear on the 
work stamped internally by COELVS, cf K19, 
Taf. 23, details 18 and 29 . The hare is much 
reduced, and the leaf appears to be segmented. c 
70-85 . SG. LCS 2025. 

21. 29. Hound, 02015, used with the small leaf, cf 
generally, K19, Taf. 84, associated with stamps 
of VITALIS. c 65-80. SG. LCS 2025. 

22. 29. A beautifully prepared and ftnished bowl from 
Lezoux; the scroll is reminiscent of that shown 
by Oswald (1937, Fig. 13,7). c 50-65 . LCS 2025. 

Ditch 2 
23 . 29. The triangular infilling is probably a tanged 

arrow-head partially impressed, cf K19, Taf. 40B, 
with the internal stamp of MEDDILVS, and gen
erally, Tongres 1955, PI. 18, and Mary 1967, 
Taf. 19,7. c 65-80. SG. LCS 2030. 

24 . 29. Such small bowls give particular problems of 
ascription: the designs vary considerably from 
those with larger surfaces. The fine poppy-heads 
in the upper zone are known on bowls stamped 
internally by MOMMO and NIGER (ColI . 
Hermet, Mus. Fenaille, Rodez). The figure ap
pears to be a helmeted and greaved gladiator. c 
60-75? SG. LCS 2030. 

25. 29. Bowls with similar lyrate buds are beginning to 
form a group connected with the workshops of 
BASSVS and COELVS, NIGER and CALVVS. 
BASSVS and COEL VS used the small trifid leaf, 
cf K19, Taf. 13, detail 31; the central wreath is 
detail 4 (cf 16 above). The medallion and eagle are 
on a form 29 with internal stamp from London 
(ML), perhaps with the same geese, 02244 and 
2286 types. The larger goose, 02220, is on an 
internally stamped form 29 from Moulins. The 
bear is 01614. The dog, 01967, was ascribed by 
Knorr to BASSVS and COELVS, cfK52, Taf. lOG 
on the basis of the large rosette, and cf Dannell 
1978, Fig. 10,10.3. The lyrate bud appears on a 
number of vessels from La Graufesenque, one of 
which is stamped internally by NIGER (ColI. Rey, 
Mus . Fenaille, Rodez), and other vessels with his 
stamp share motifs with BASSVS and COELVS. It 
is also on a form 29 from Chichester (cf Dannell 
1978, Fig. 10,10.4 and 6), which, as noted there, 
has strong connections with BASSVS and COELVS. 
There are also connections with an unstamped form 
29 from La Graufesenque (cf H34, PI. 49,9) which 
has a lower zone comprising an upright compound 
motif similar to 39 (ibid), but with acorns instead 
of poppy-heads, and the Chichester medallion, 
containing a goose, H44 . Another form 29 with the 
lyrate bud, has the detail cfK19, Taf. 13,21 and the 
small frilled frond, cf K52, Taf. 10; however, it 
also has a large lobed leaf which is associated with 
CALVVS, cf K42, Abb. 3B, which has his large 
rosette ovolo (and note K19, Taf. 67A, with typical 
BASSVS and COELVS motifs, but the small ro
sette CALVVS ovolo). An unstamped form 29 (cf 
Tongres 1955, PI. 6,20), has the lyrate bud, and an 
upper zone very similar to that on a form 29 stamped 
internally by BASSVS and COELVS from London 
(cfK52, Taf. WE). The bowl with lyrate bud from 
Kingsholm (cf Wild 1985, Fig. 21,8) is related 
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there to that of PEREGRINVS i on the basis of the 
portrait bust. This appears at La Graufesenque on 
vessels stamped internally by ALBVS, 
G.SAL.APTVS and NIGER. The Cirencester bowl 
with this bust has the familiar rosette associated 
with BASSVS and COELVS (cf Hartley and 
Dickinson 1982, Fig. 43,2). 

Current work to reassess the collections of 
Hermet, Rey and Artieres (by kind permission of 
M. Toussat, President de la Societe des Belles 
Lettres de L' A veyron) has produced a large 
number of bowls with the motifs described above 
in varying combinations. NIGER appears as the 
potter most frequently associated by internal 
stamps there, but the external evidence points to 
BASSVS and COELVS. The CALVVS connec
tion is intriguing; as a known mouldmaker, it is 
possible that he started out his career working 
principally for other potters, but perhaps spe
cialising in form 30 on his own account. c 55-70. 
SG. LCS 202912030. 

26. 30. The ovolo is one associated with mould sig
natures of MASCLVS, cf K52, Taf. 36A, and 
the mould stamp of MARTIALIS, cf Boon 1962, 
Fig. 1,1. The tendril binding and palm leaf are 
both known in his work, cf La Nautique, Fig. 
12,4. c 50-65. SG. LCS 2030. 

27. 29. Stamped internally OF SILVAN[I (stamp 53); 
the dog, 01970, is recorded on a similarly stamped 
bowl from Silchester (and cf May 1916, 261). c 
55-70. SG. LCS 333. 

Junction of Ditches 1 and 2 
28. 30. This is the CALVVS ovolo with small rosette 

tip, cf K19, Taf. 16. c 70-85. SG. LCS 498. 
29. 30. The ovolo with large rosette tip associated with 

mould signatures of CAL VVS and plain-ware stamps 
of PATRICIVS (cf Dannell 1971, Fig. 130, so 
marked on another form 37 from the same mould 
at La Graufesenque). c 70-85 . SG. LCS 497. 

30. 30. The lion and gryphon are both known from 
form 30s with an ovolo associated with mould 
signatures of MEMOR (Colchester forthcoming, 
and Richborough 78305085) respectively. The 
frond also appears there (78305086). c 65-85. 
SG. LCS 491. 

Pieces important for dating the Civil road 
sequence at Friernhay Street 
31. 37. This bifid is not shown by Rogers. It appears 

to have segmented leaves, and the fabric suggests 
a Hadrianic date. c 125-145? CG. FH 810. 

32. 37. This sherd has a pale fabric with mica, and 
a dark slip. The ovolo appears to be single-bor
dered, and the tongue ends in a faint rosette. 
Possibly from Montans. c 120-140? FH 810. 

33. 37. Stamped by IGOCATVS; the details are all 

known, cfS & S, PIs. 17/19, and note Fig. 5, from 
a very similar mould. c 100-120. M de V. FH 779. 

From the filling of the second Fortress ditch 
at Friernhay Street 
Sections 27 and 34 
34. 37. Ovolo used on bowls signed by MEMOR to

gether with lion, 01397 as at London (ML 
11819G). c 70-85. SG. FH 948. 

35. 37. FRONTINVS ovolo. c 70-85. SG. FH 948. 
36. 37. St. Andrew's Cross, Rogers Ll, with a stri

ated rod which appears on a bowl ascribed to the 
Hadrianic/Antonine potter CARATILLVS. c 130-
150. CG. FH 715 (surface). 

37. 37. Ovolo, Rogers B32; frond G20 and trifid leaf 
motif, cf S & S, PI. 67,9. c 130-150. CG. FH 936. 

38. 64. Figure, cfBemont 1977, GM 11. 51; compos
ite candelabrum, Rogers Q87 and small stand; 
masks, 01296, 01339, 01340. The cup belongs to 
the group which Bemont associates with LIBERTVS, 
and the fabric is the yellow/orange one often used 
on these vessels. c 125-145. CG. FH 936. 

39. 37. The ovolo is Rogers B 12, used in the 
CRICIRO style. The animals are: bear, 01588; 
stag, 01743, and panther or lion, cf S & S, PI. 
118,12. The serpent and rock is 02155. c 145-
180. CG. FH 934. 

40. 37. Stamped CETTVS FE (ret), (confirmation 
from Miss B.M. Dickinson, to whom many 
thanks) the leaf is Rogers 1144. c 135-160. M. 
de V. FH 751. 

Section 26 
41. 37. ATTIANVS ovolo, Rogers B7; the bird is 

his, cf 02298, and for the trifid motif, cf S & S, 
PI. 86,10. The Pan is D411. c 125-150. CG. FH 
803. 

42. 37. The nearest figure is the one used in the 
LIBERTVS style, 0552, cf S & S, PI. 54,640. The 
trifid motif is Rogers G67. c 125-150. CG. FH 
787. 

43 . 37. The small beaded cup, Rogers U67 is attrib
uted to SECVNDINVS, and the double-D motif, 
Rogers U183, to X-6. c 125-145? CG. FH 787. 

44. 37. Warrior, D136 in a style used by Potter X-
5, who appears in groups at Lezoux with X-6, cf 
S & S, PI. 67,2. The large ivy leaf, Rogers J67, 
the leaf tip, Rogers 1130, and the frond G 18 are 
all credited to X-6. The figures are a variant of 
the warrior, D110, a stag D860, and lying on its 
side, a version of D484, cf S & S, PI. 67,1, 
attributed to X-5. c 130-150. CG. FH786. 

45. 37. Ovolo, Rogers B32, with bears 01578, 1609. 
The vine-leaf is Rogers H99. c 130-150. CG. FH 
784. 

46. 37. Apollo, D54a, with astragalus borders in the 
LAXTVCISSA style. c 150-180. CG. FH 783. 
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47. 37. Probably a stag, with leaf tips, on a sherd in 
light-coloured fabric often associated with work 
of PATERNVS. c 150-180? CG. FH 783. 

48. 37. Sea-horse, D33 on a bowl in the style and 
fabric of BVTRIO, cf S & S, PI. 59,672 for 
similar panels. c 125-140. CG. FH 783. 

49. 37. The ovolo is Rogers B12 and the sea-horse, 
the version of D34 used on bowls stamped by 
CINTISMVS . The festoon is Rogers F8, and per
haps the combination is with CINNAMVS. c 150-
180. CG. FH 776. 

50. 37. Ovolo, Rogers B230; the figure may be D448. 
The details are trifid, Rogers G280; an eight 
beaded rosette and a tree. The ovolo belongs to 
the X-6 group, and the mould may be his, but 
potters like PVGNVS were also involved. C 130-
160. CG. FH738. 

Miscellaneous Ditch Fills 
51. 37. The ovolo is Rogers B230. The details are: 

cock, cf S & S, PI. 76,30; bifid leaf, Rogers 
G289; large leaf, Rogers H32. The combination 
is clearly from a mouldmaker supplying potters 
like X-6. c 135-160. CG. FH 1373. 

52. 37 . Figure 0679, with basal wreath G175, and a 
trifid motif, all used by Potter X-6 and PVGNVS . 
c 130-150? CG. FH 736. 

Filling of the second Fortress ditch 
at Catherine Street 
53. 37. The leaf is known from the work of 

CINNAMVS, cf S & S, PI. 162,57; the trilobe 
is Rogers G67. c 150-175. CG. CA 698/428. 

Associated with the Town earthwork defences 
at Paul Street 
54. 37. The pendant is the one used by SACER and 

ATTIANVS, with three flat backing beads and a 
stem. It is not usually quite so clear, but the 
outline can be seen in S & S, (PI. 82,7, and 
explicitly, 85,9). The leaf, Rogers J58 is attrib
uted to CINNAMVS and CRICIRO. c 130-160. 
CG. PS 1461 (a deposit sealed beneath the first 
earthwork bank). 

55. 37. Perhaps by CINNAMVS, to judge from the 
leaf Rogers H13, and the large astragalus bind
ing, Rogers R70. c 150-180. CG. PS 1830 (part 
of the first bank). 

Pieces not important for dating but of intrinsic 
interest 
56. 29. A further example from the mould used to 

provide the Longthorpe and Margidunum form 
29s (Hartley 1974, Fig. 49,2, and Oswald 1948, 
PI. 2,3). There is another example from Exeter 
(RFE, Fig. 10,1). The lower zone is on an inter
nally stamped form 29 by CRESTIO from Alesia. 
c 50-65. SG. LCS 169. 

57. 29. The small leaf and binding are known from 
work stamped internally by BILICATVS, cfKl9, 
Taf. 14A. Although Knorr considered him to be 
one of the earliest exporters, the case maybe com
plicated. A bowl with his internal stamp from 
London (Walbrook) would not look out of place 
in a group of the Neronian period. Either the 
workshop had a long life, or it was taken over. 
Certainly the styles of the earlier and later bowls 
are markedly different. c 50-65. SG. AC 884. 

58. 29. The upper zone motif appears on a number of 
internally stamped bowls by ALBVS and 
GERMANVS from La Graufesenque (Hermet ColI., 
Mus. Fenaille, Rodez, andcfH34, PI. 47,21). The 
lower zone motifs are not sufficiently individualis
tic to add more. c 55-70. SG. LCS 945. 

59. 29. Despite this being a complete design, the detail 
is sparse . The twisted rod in this size is similar to 
one used on a bowl stamped by NIGER, cf K19, 
Taf. 61D, and he used a similar hollow rosette 
(Mus. Fenaille, La Graufesenque). c 55-70. SG. 
BSE 163. 

60. 37. This is the M CRESTIO/CRVCVRO four
pronged ovolo. cf K19, Textbild 5. The differ
ence to that on 61 is clear. c 75-90. SG. FH 619. 

61. 37. This ovolo has been described on a number 
of bowls from Verulamium, cfHartley 1972, D70/ 
73, there associated with MCRESTIO and 
CRVCVRO. However the character of the egg is 
totally different from theirs, the central tongue 
being far narrower, and the whole shape less 
ovoid. c 75-90. SG. FH 619. 

62. 37. A bowl in an orange-red fabric with matt 
slip. The goat is on 01836 type, reduced, and the 
cornucopia, is Rogers U250, also reduced. The 
details appear in the work of the MEDETVS
RAN TO style (cf Rogers's X-8 and 9, and S & 
S, PI. 31,366, and Fig. 9,10) . Perhaps a mould 
that travelled. c 100-120?. CG? FH 375. 

63 . 37. Ovolo, Rogers B24, with Orpheus, D52, and 
the large S motif, Rogers S71; for the small leaf 
motif, cf S & S PI. 76,31. The ovolo and the S 
motif occur together on a form 37 with strong 
connections to DOCILIS, cf Grimes 1930, Fig. 
44,114. c 125-145. CG. ES 1499. 

64. 37. Signed DRVSVS, in the mould. The decora
tion is vestigial, but cf S & S, PI. 89,15. c 125-
150. CG. FH 625. 

65. 37 . A curious faux pas (?); the ovolo, Rogers 
B74 is interrupted by an upright astragalus. The 
fabric is orange, and close to "pre-export" qual
ity, but probably belongs to the QVINTILIANVS 
group . c 125-150? CG. FH 338. 

66. 37. Rogers ovolo B 105 with figure-types, putto, D265 
and face, 01217. The combination of the ovolo with 
the roped border, Rogers A40, suggests the 
LAXTVICSSA workshop. c 150-180. CG. BSE455. 
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67. 37. A curious piece with a bricky fabric and red
orange slip. The ovolo is double-bordered with a 
straight or z-twist tongue to the right ending in a 
blob. Mr B.R. Hartley has drawn my attention to 
a vessel from Toulon-sur-Allier (Bemont and 
Jacob 1986, p. 154, Fig. 11), with multiple cir
cles, and a similar ovolo. The reddish fabric would 
fit well. c 160-190? FH unstratified. 

THE SAMIAN POTTERS' STAMPS 
by Brenda Dickinson 

Each entry gives: potter (i, ii, etc, where homonyms 
are involved), die number, form of vessel, reading of 
the stamp, pottery of origin, discussion, and context 
number. (1), (2) and (3) indicate: 

(1) A stamp attested at the pottery in question. 
(2) Not attested at the pottery in question, though the 

potter is known to have worked there. 
(3) Assigned to the pottery on the evidence of fabric, 

distribution and/or form. 

Ligatured letters in the stamps are underlined. 

1. Abitus 8a 27g ABI[TI] (Ulbert 1969, 1) La 
Graufesenque (2). Abitus's stamps have been 
noted on forms Ritt. 1, 8 and 9 and on the bases 
of the decorated bowls of the Claudio-Neronian 
period. His wares occur in the Boudiccan burn
ing at Colchester and in a group of samian of c 
50-60 at La Graufesenque (publication forthcom
ing). c 50-65. LCS 2020. 

2. Advocisus la 33 (burnt) ADVO[CISI-QE] Lezoux 
(1). 
A stamp used on some of the later Antonine forms, 
such as 31R, 79 and 80. c 160-190. FH 999.1. 

3. Albinus ii 6a 81 collar (burnt) -ALB[INI·M] 
(Ludowici 1927, 207c) Lezoux (1). 
Albinus ii was still at work in the mid-Antonine 
period, but the form of this vessel and the evidence 
for the stamp in general suggest a date no later 
than c 150. It was used on forms 18/31 and 27 
and occurs in the Rhineland, where Lezoux ware 
was uncommon after the middle of the 2nd 
century. c 135-150. CA 1081. 

4. Amandus ii 4a 27 OFAMAN La Graufesenque (2). 
There are three vessels with this stamp in the 
Cirencester Fort Ditch group of c 55-65, and 
other examples occur at Fishbourne (Period 1B, 
before 50) and Camulodunum c 45-65. BSE 109, 
military. 

5. Aquitanus 1c 15/17 or 18 OFAQVITA,NI La 
Graufesenque (1). 
One of Aquitanus's later stamps, though noted on 
Ritt. 8 and at the Kingsholm site at Gloucester. 
The die continued in use after fracture, and stamps 
from this broken version occur in Flavian 

contexts. The original die, therefore, is probably 
to be dated c 60-70. FH 885, military. 

6. Aquitanus 12a 27g AQVIT AN La Graufesenque 
(2). 
An example of this stamp in Period I Valkenburg 
ZH suggests that the die was first used in the 
Claudian period. The stamp is common on form 
24 and appears occasionally on form Ritt. 8. c 
45-65. BSE 58. 

7. Aquitanus 15e 27 QVIT La Graufesenque (1). 
One of Aquitanus's less-common stamps, noted 
on cups of forms 27 and Ritt. 9. c 45-65. There 
is kiln-grit under and inside the footring. FH 823, 
military. 

8. (Probably) Atticus ii 2a 27 A[TTICI M] Lezoux 
(1). 
Atticus ii's career continued after 160, to judge 
by an example of form 80. This stamp, however, 
if correctly identified, is from one of his earlier 
dies. Its appearance in the Rhineland and in a 
group of burnt samian of the 140s at Castleford 
and its regular use on forms 18/31 and 27 suggests 
a range c 140-160. FH 784. 

9. Atusa 1a"24 (?) VS .F La Graufesenque (1). 
Die la of Atusa originally gave TVS .FEC, then 
continued in use, after fracture, giving IVS .FEC. 
It was broken again, or filed down, to give the 
much-reduced version represented here. No other 
stamps have been noted from the die in this form. 
The group die was used to stamp two bowls of 
form 29 in a group of c 50-60 at La Graufesenque. 
c 55-65. FH 884, military. 

10. Bassus i 12c 24 B·ASSIO (Steiner 1911, 47) La 
Graufesenque (2). 
All the examples of this stamp which we have 
seen so far are on form 24, making a pre-Flavian 
date almost certain. The bulk of Bassus i's output 
is Neronian, though he may have worked into the 
late 60s. c 50-65. FH 883. 

11. Bassus i-Coelus 5c 15/17 or 18 OFBASSI·[CO] 
(Steiner 1911, No. 48) La Graufesenque (1). 
This stamp is nearly always on form 29s of the 
Neronian period. It occurs in a group of samian of 
the early 60s at Oberwinterthur, Switzerland (pub
lication forthcoming), but there is also one example 
from the Nijmegen fortress. c 55-70. LCS 809. 

12. Calvus i (probably) 5tt 15/17 or 18, slightly burnt, 
OF[·CAL]VI La Graufesenque (1). 
There is a single example of this stamp on form 
Ritt. 1, suggesting use before c 70, but the rest 
of the evidence indicates that it was mostly early 
Flavian. There are three examples from the Nijme
gen fortress and a few on form 29s with decoration 
typical of the period 70-85. c 65-85. LCS 863. 

13. Calvus i 19a' 29 (Fig. 1,7) CALVI. La 
Graufesenque (1). 
This stamp comes from a broken die which 
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originally gave CALVI.M. Neither version of the 
die is likely to have been in use in the pre-Flavian 
period and there is a stamp from the broken die 
from the main site at Corbridge. The decoration 
of this bowl, however, suggests that the mould 
was made in the 70s. BSE 143, military . 

14. Celadus 7a 18 [CELAD]IM (Hermet 1934, No. 
30a) La Graufesenque (1). 
There is no dating evidence for this particular 
stamp and it seems to occur very rarely outside 
La Graufesenque. Stamps from his other dies are 
known on forms 17, 24, Ritt . 8 and 9 and, perhaps, 
R.5. Dated sites include Camulodunum and 
Longthorpe and one of his stamps is in a group 
of samian of c 50-60 at La Graufesenque 
(publication forthcoming). A range c 45-65 is 
likely for 7a. ES 3031. 

15 . Celsus i 9b 27 g CE I., retrograde. 
See the entry in RFE (No. 20) for the dating 
evidence for this stamp. A graffito, M over X, is 
inscribed under the base, after firing. c 55-70. 
FH 837. 

16. Chrestus Incomplete 3 27g, slightly burnt, 
OFCH.RE[ La Graufesenque (2). 
No other stamps from this die have been noted by 
us. Chrestus' s use of the form Loeschcke 11 shows 
Tiberian activity, but the stamps from two of his 
dies occur in the Boudiccan burning at Colchester. 
c 40-65. LCS 3021. 

17. Cinnamus ii 5b 37, from a mould stamped in the 
decoration, [CINNA]MI retr .(S & S, PI. 169) 
Lezoux (1). 
This large label stamp, though common on 
Hadrian's Wall in contexts of AD160 or later, 
occurs slightly more often in Antonine Scotland. 
c 150-180. AC 607. 

18. Cotto ii 5a 18 COTTON retr.(Laubenheimer 1979, 
No. 50). La Graufesenque (2). 
Stamps of this potter, from other dies, are known 
from Chesterholm, Holt, Newstead and the main 
site at Corbridge, but also on bowls of form 29 
with decoration typical of the 70s and early 80s. 
His range, therefore, will be c 70-90. LCS 333. 

19. Cracuna i 2a 18/31 CRACVNA.F Lezoux (1). 
This stamp is known from forts on Hadrian's Wall 
and in Antonine Scotland. There is also one in a 
pit of the 150s at Alcester. It was used mainly on 
forms 18/31 and 27. c 130-160. FH 783. 

20. Chrestus 2a 15/17 or 18 [O]FCREST La 
Graufesenque (1). 
This stamp is common at Flavian foundations, 
including sites founded under Domitian, such as 
Cannstatt and Wilderspool, but there is one 
example on form 24, which should be pre-Flavian. 
c 65-95. FH 742. 

21. Ericus la 27 (slightly burnt) [ER]ICI M. 
See the entry in RFE (No. 31) for the dating evidence 

for this stamp. c 145-165 is likely. FH 595. 
22. Evanus(?) 2a 24 [I]IVAN La Graufesenque (3) . 

This stamp may still have been in use in the 
Flavian period, to judge by its occurrence at the 
Nijmegen fortress, but the cup itself will be pre
Flavian, in view of the form. c 50-65. FH 822.2, 
military. 

23. Falana la 27 (retrograde) Lezoux (3). 
A stamp noted in the Rhineland, suggesting use 
before c 150. Another example, from the Saalburg 
Erdkastell, must have arrived there before 139. 
The Exeter cup, and one from Castor, with the 
same stamp, have the footstand grooves more 
normally associated with South Gaulish form 27s. 
c 125-150. FH 785. 

24. Felix i 26a 15/17 or 18 FELICIS[M] La Graufe
senque (2). 
This stamp occurs on unrouletted dishes and bowls 
of form 29, the latter with decoration suggesting 
a date c 50-65. FH 823, military. 

25 . Felix i 41a 15/17 or 18 FELIX[S.FE] La Graufe
senque(2). 
There is no internal dating for this stamp. c 45-
70 . BSE 74. 

26. Felix i 27g OFFEIC La Graufesenque (1). 
Most of Felix i's work is Neronian, but a few of 
his stamps turn up in FIavian contexts, including 
6b, which has been noted once from Carleon. It 
also occurs in the Boudiccan burning at 
Colchester, however (Hull 1958, Fig. 99,6). c 
55-70. LCS 879. 

27. Firmo i 9a 24 or 27 FIRMO (Durand-Lefebvre 
1963, No. 306). La Graufesenque (1) . 
This particular stamp was used on forms 24, Ritt. 
8 and 9, but has not been noted on any of the 
earlier forms which Firmo stamped, such as 17, 
Ritt. 5 and bowls of form 29 with Tiberian 
decoration. Its' range is likely to be c 40-60, 
therefore. LCS 710. 

28. Firmo ii 4a' 27 OF FIRM <. > La Graufesenque. 
(1). 
This is from a die on which the R has been recut 
and a final small 0 rarely shows. Firmo ii 
regularly stamped the pre-Flavian forms 24 and 
Ritt. 8, but neither 4a nor 4a' occurs very often 
on the former and not at all on the latter. This, 
combined with examples on other forms from 
Chester and York, suggests that it is from one of 
his later dies. c 55-70. ES 771. 

29. Gallicanus ii 7a 29 [G]ALLICA'MA (Hermet 
1934, No. 60a) . La Graufesenque (1). 
One of this potter's less common stamps, used on 
form 29 and rouletted dishes. His stamps are rare 
outside La Graufesenque, though there they occur 
in great quantity in a pit of wasters of c 50-60 
(publication forthcoming). His plain forms include 
24, Ritt 8 and 9. c 45-65. LCS 710. 
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30. Genialis i 2a 27g GENlALISF La Graufesenque 
(3). 
This stamp appears on the pre-Flavian cup form 24 
and on bowls of form 29, one of which has decoration 
identical to that of a bowl from La Graufesenque 
stamped by Albus i (Hermet 1934, PI. 106,16). c 
50-65. BSE 20, military demolition. 

31. lulius Talussa 3a 33a I LI. T SS 
This stamp is from a die used at both Les Martres
de-Veyre and Lezoux. The cup is in the fabric of 
Les Martres and its form, with internal mOUldings 
on the base and at the junction of base and wall 
and an external groove approximately one-third 
of the way up the wall, suggests a Trajanic or 
early Hadrianic date. FH 786. 

32. Lucceius i 1c 15/17 [O]FLVCCEI La Graufe
senque (2). 
A stamp used on Claudio-Neronian form 29s, 

including one from La Graufesenque with 
decoration identical to that on a bowl stamped by 
G. Salarius Aptus (Hermet 1934, PI. 106, 17). c 
50-65. There is a graffito Po f inscribed under 
the base, after firing. FH 492, military. 

33. Lupus ii 6a R.8 LVPS (Steiner 1911, No. 124) 
La Graufesenque (1). 
There is no site dating for this potter, but his use 
of forms 24, Ritt. 8 and 9 and the style of his 
decorated ware (made in stamped moulds) suggest 
a range c 40-60. LCS 3004. 

34. Marinus i 4a 29 [M}ARINVS·FE (Hermet 1934, 
No. 93) La Graufesenque (1). 
A stamp noted from one of the pottery shops 
destroyed in the Boudiccan burning at Colchester 
(Hull 1958, Fig. 99,16). He used other dies on 
the pre-Flavian cups, forms 24 and Ritt. 8. This 
stamp is inside the base of the bowl. There also 
appears to be a mould-stamp upside down in the 
decoration, but it is unfortunately so badly blurred 
that only .... M is visible. No stamp of any M-
potter from La Graufesenque seems to match it. 
c 50-65. FH 1061. 

35. Masc(u)lus i 17a 15/17 or 18 MASCVLVSF 
(Vernhet 1981, 31,4, residual in its context) La 
Graufesenque (1). 
This stamp occurs in a group of samian of c 50-
60 at La Graufesenque (publication forthcoming). 
Most of Masc(u)lus i's Gutput is pre-Flavian, but 
his stamps occasionally turn up at Flavian 
foundations and he is therefore likely to have 
continued working into the late 60s. c 50-70. 
LCS 710. 

36. Maternianus i 3a 31 (slightly burnt) M TER I 1[1 
I]Lezoux (1). 
There are several examples of this stamp in the 
late-Antonine samian from Pudding Pan Rock. It 
occurs also on Hadrian's Wall (Benwell, Chesters 
and Housesteads). c 160-200. PS unstratified. 

37. Medillus 5a 29 MEEBILLVS (Hermet 1934, No. 
100) La Graufesenque (1). 
A decorated bowl with this stamp occurs in the 
Boudiccan destruction levels at Verulamium, but 
it is much more common at sites found in the 
early Flavian period. The decoration of the Exeter 
bowl is not very informative, so a range c 60-85 
should be allowed. ES 3 + . 

38. Miccius la 18/31-31 [MICC]I'VSF (Dannell 
1971, No. 65) Lezoux (1). 
Stamps from this die are known from the 
Rhineland, where Lezoux ware is uncommon after 
c 150. However, as they occasionally appear 
elsewhere on forms 31R and 79, it must still have 
been in use in the second half of the 2nd century . 
c 140-170. CA 931. 

39. Modestus i 9a 27g OFMOD. 
See the entry in RFE (No. 55) for the dating 
evidence for this stamp. c 50-65. FH 957. 

40. Murranus 16f 24 OF·MYR La Graufesenque (1). 
One of Murranus's less common stamps, noted 
once on form Ritt. 8 and six times on form 27g, 
none in dated contexts. However, the form of the 
Exeter piece makes a pre-Flavian date certain. c 
50-65. LCS 3032. 

41. Niger ii 4a' 15/17 or 18 OFNIGR (Hermet 1934, 
No. 113a, for 4a) La Graufesenque (1). 
This is from a die which originally had square 
ends. On the devolved die, represented here, the 
ends have become tapered through wear and a 
stop has been added to the O. The original version 
(4a) occurs on a vessel in the Cirencester Fort 
Ditch group of 55-65. 4a' occurs at Carleon, but 
also on form Ritt. 8, suggesting use of the 
modified die in the period c 60-70. LCS 710. 

42. Pacatus ii. Incomplete 1 33 PC TI. [(retrograde) 
Lezoux (3). 
No other examples of this stamp have been noted 
by us. His recorded output, with the exception of 
one form 27, consists entirely of form 33. His 
wares turn up in the Rhineland, suggesting activity 
in the first half of the 2nd century, and this cup, 
with its slightly domed base, is likely to be 
Hadrianic or early Antonine. FH 783. 

43. Paternus iii la 33 PA(TERN)I M Lezoux (1). 
This stamp was used on plain forms and decorated 
ware. It occurs on a mould from Lezoux, together 
with a stamp of the early-Antonine potter, lanuaris 
ii. c 140-160. FH 783.44. 

44. Paternus iii 2a 33 PATERNI Lezoux (1). 
The vessels stamped with this die from 
Carrawburgh and Chesterholm are likely to be 
Hadrianic, in view of its use on forms 18/31, 27 
and 81. However, the die almost certainly 
continued in use into the Antonine period. c 130-
160. FH 787. 

45. Paullus i 9b 27g fAYLLVSF. 
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Paullus i's stamps, including several from this 
die, occur in a group of c 50-60 at La 
Graufesenque. His record (for other stamps) 
includes a Claudian pit at Chichester and the 
Boudiccan burning at Colchester. His commoner 
forms include 24, Ritt. 8 and 9, but a few examples 
of form Ritt. 5 are noted. C 45-65. FH 822, 
military. 

46. Primanus iii 7a 33 [PRIM] VS retr. Lezoux (1) . 
Stamps of this potter, from two different dies, 
occur in the group of late-Antonine samian 
recovered off Pudding Pan Rock. He is also 
represented in the slightly earlier group from the 
Wroxeter Gutter. There is no site dating for 7a, 
but its use on form 80 is consistent with the other 
evidence. C 160-200. CA 40. 

47. Primus iii 12q 15/17 or 18 OFPRIMI La 
Graufesenque (1). 
This must be one of Primus iii's earliest stamps, 
since it occurs on form RitL 5 (at Alesia) . At the 
other end of the range, there are four examples 
from the Boudiccan burning at Colchester. C 45-
60. There is a graffito Ab xxxa inscribed under 
the base, after firing. FH 879, military. 

48. Quintus iv la 80 or Tx variant [QVI]NT+M 
(Juhasz 1935, No. 244) Lezoux (2). 
This vessel is an early variant of one of the mid-late 
Antonine cups, form 80 or Ludowici Tx. A shallow 
groove replaces the usual offset under the base. 
The stamp belongs to the earlier Lesoux Quintus, 
who worked in the early-mid Antonine period. la 
was used on forms 18/31 and 27 and has been noted 
from Camelon. A stamp from another die occurs at 
Newstead. C 140-70. ES 3+. 

49. Sabinus iii 12a 27g 01: S BI (retrograde). 
See the entry in RFE (No. 178) for the dating 
evidence for this stamp. c 65-90. NP 112. 

50. Secundus ii 22g' R.8-ECVDI La Graufesenque 
(1). 
This is from a die which was broken at the beginning, 
so that half of the original leaning S has gone. The 
unbroken version occurs on a cup in a group of 
samian from the early 60s from a pottery shop or 
store at Oberwinterthur, Switzerland (publication 
forthcoming). The broken die was used mainly on 
form Ritt. 8, but also occasionally on forms 24 and 
27g. It is not likely to have continued in use after 
AD 65, though a range c 60-70 should perhaps be 
allowed. LCS 2039. 

51. Sen- 2a cup (with footstand groove) SENF La 
Graufesenque (3). 
The form of this cup is not certain, but it may be 
a variant of Ritt. 5 . The die was also used on 
form Ritt. 8. A stamp ending SEN, perhaps 
belonging to this potter, is on form 25. Claudian, 
in any case. FH 822.2, military. 

52. Senus 6b 27g SENI. 

See the entry in RFE (No. 85) for the dating 
evidence for this stamp. This piece looks Flavian, 
rather than earlier. FH 823, military. 

53. Silvanus i 2a 29 (Fig.3, 27) OFSILV NI (Simonnet 
1978, Fig. 1) La Graufesenque (1). 
There is no internal dating so far for the other 
stamps noted from this die. It is not yet clear 
whether more than one Silvanus worked at La 
Graufesenque. If there was only one, his career 
must have been an unusually long one, to judge 
by the site evidence for his stamps (Velsen, 
Narbonne (in a group of samian of c 50-60) and 
many Flavian foundations). The decoration of the 
Exeter bowl suggests a date c 60-70. LCS 333. 

54. Silvinus iii 6a 18/31 SILVINVSF. 
Silvinus iii worked at both Les Martes-de-Veyre 
and Lezoux. This stamp is from a die known to 
have been used at Les Martres but probably not 
at Lezoux. There is one example in the groups 
from the London Second Fire. Under the base is 
a double circle of the size usually found round 
the internal stamps on form 29s. C 110-125. FH 
739. 

55. Tertius ii 15a 24 ER.T.IV. 
See the entry in RFE (No. 92) for the dating 
evidence for this stamp. C 50-65. FH 822.1, 
military. 

56. Vagiro or Vagirus 8a 33 (burnt) OY IP+ Lezoux 
(3). 
The potter's name is given here in Greek. He 
normally styles himselfVagiro or Vagiru(s). This 
particular stamp is always on either form 27 or 
33 but he also, though rather less frequently, 
stamped forms 79 and 80. C 145-175. FH 776. 

57. Virtus i la 29 [0] FVIRTVTI[S] . 
See the entry in RFE (No. 184) for the dating 
evidence for this stamp. c 60-80. FH 234. 

58. Vitalis i 3b 24 OFVITAL La Graufesenque (2). 
A stamp used only on cups, with a high proportion 
of form 24 and a few examples of forms 27 and 
RitL 8. Some of his other stamps occur in the 
Cirencester Fort Ditch group of c 55-65 and in 
Period IB at Fishbourne. C 50-65. FH 823, military. 

59. Vitalis ii 81 33a OFVITA (Laubenheimer 1979, 
No. 280) La Graufesenque (2). 
Very few other stamps have been noted from this 
die and none of them provides any evidence of 
date. Vitalis ii began work under Nero, 
occasionally stamping pre-Flavian forms, but the 
bulk of his output is Flavian and many of his 
stamps occur at sites founded in the 70s. C 65-
90. LCS 333. 

Unidentified 
60. Form 18, South Gaulish. Part of one vertical 

stroke only survives, Claudio-Neronian, on the 
form and fabric. Snayle Tower 1980. 
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61. ]N .. on form 27g La . Graufesenque (3). Pre
Flavian. FH 823, military. 

62. OIIC(?) on form 27g, La Graufesenque (3). 
Neronian or early Flavian. FH 971, military. 

63. IMA on form 27g, South Gaulish. Neronian. LCS 
333. 

64. VIC[ (?) on form 27g, South Gaulish. Neronian. 
LCS717. 

65. L. .. O or L. .. D on form RitL 8, South Gaulish. 
Neronian. LCS 2029. 

66. OFSE[ on form 27g, South Gaulish. The letter
ing suggests Secundus ii. Neronian or early 
Flavian. LCS 710. 

Fine Wares 
The quantity by sherd count of the various fine ware 
fabrics is presented in Table 4. The proportions are 
similar to those from the 1971-80 excavations (RFE, 
Table 10). Amongst the later fine wares there is only 
one Oxfordshire (Young C84) and one New Forest 
(Fulford 73) vessel with stamped rosette decoration 
(both unstratified, from Magdalen Street and Exe Street 
respectively), and one Oxfordshire type Young C75 
(unstratified from Friernhay Street). This confirms the 
general rarity of these late fine ware types in Exeter. 

One aspect of the fine wares on which some new 
observations can be offered concerns the Terra Nigra 
(TN) type and Late Imitation TN wares. Dr. Kevin 
Greene has suggested to the authors that it is likely that 
some of these vessels are imports from Brittany where 
there is evidence for a significant TN industry in the 1st 
century AD (Menez 1985,93-4). He has already noted 

that some of the TN found at Usk is visually very 
similar to that found in Central and Western France 
(Greene 1979, 108, n.2). A common TN form pro
duced in Brittany was the biconical bowl with footring, 
which Menez notes is frequently in a red-brown mica
ceous fabric (Menez 1985, type 110 dated c 30-60). 
This description closely matches Exeter TN-type fabric 
373 and it seems quite likely therefore that the bowls 
in this fabric (RFE, Fig. 22,19-20) and perhaps some 
other vessels as well (ibid, Fig. 22,22-3) are Breton 
imports. 

Some Exeter Late Imitation Terra Nigra types also 
bear comparison with forms found in Brittany although 
it is unlikely that they are actually imports. The rouletted 
beaker type 1 is paralleled by Menez (1985, PI. 30,141; 
and note 141c with its slightly cupped rim as RFE type 
1.2). This form has been noted on a number of sites in 
Brittany and is dated to the period c 80-120. A single 
example of a carinated bowl with rouletted decoration 
as RFE type 4 has also been found in Quimper in a 
context dated to the last quarter of the 1st century (ibid, 
PI. 22,113). 

It is improbable that Exeter Late Imitation Terra 
Nigra is another Breton import, however, for while the 
fabric is comparatively well represented in late 1st 
century groups in Exeter, similar rouletted bowls and 
beakers are unknown from other South Coast sites such 
as Clausentum and Fishbourne (RFE, 87,161). It seems 
more likely therefore that these rouletted forms were 
produced at a number of centres in the north-west 
provinces (such as those in Gallia Belgica discussed 
elsewhere; ibid) in the second half of the 1st century as 

Table 4. Sherd count of selected fine wares from sites excavated in Exeter, 1980-90. 

Fabric 

Pre-Flavian 

Lyon ware 
Spanish c.c. ware 
C. Gaulish glazed ware 
C. Gaulish c.c. ware 
Pompeian Red fabric 1 
Pompeian Red fabric 3 
Pompeian Red fabric ? 

Post-Flavian 

Lezoux black colour-coat 
Moselkeramik 
Lower Rhineland 
Nene Valley 
Oxfordshire 
New Forest red slip 
New Forest beakers 
ceramique a l'eponge 
'chocolate' colour-coat 

Sherd No. 

153 
5 
3 
3 
6 
8 
3 

14 
24 
18 

143 
33 
29 
18 
3 
6 

Comments 

Greene types 1.4 (x2); 1.5 (x2); 4.2; 20.1; 20.3 (x2); 20.5 (x3) 

one beaker (Fig. 14,44) 

two lids (Fig. 13,28-29) 

sherds with white paint 
C61; C75; C84; C97 
F63 (x2); F73; as Oxfordshire type C97; one sherd white paint 
one sherd white paint 
flange from Raimbault type 6 
one pentice-moulded bkr (Fig. 16,102) 
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a fme tableware complement to samian bowls and 
dishes. The demise of these TN-type industries can 
probably be attributed to their inability to compete with 
the massive upsurge in Central Gaulish samian produc- -
tion in the early 2nd century. 

GALLO-BELGIC STAMPS 
by V. Rigby 

As this is likely to be the last major report on Exeter 
pottery for some time, the opportunity is taken here to 
present a consolidated list of all the stamps recovered 
from the city. The list for Exeter as a whole is just six 
stamps each impressed from different and unrelated 
dies, all on TN platters, one Cam. form 8 and five Cam. 
form 16, and with an overall date range c 60-85. Only 
3 below can be paralleled by a complete, but only 
partially legible, version, also on a Cam. 16 platter 
found in a cist grave at Putton's Brickyard, Chickerell, 
Weymouth, Dorset. 

Detailed study of Gallo-Belgic stamps is providing 
evidence for a change in supply methods between c 50 
and 60. From the late Augustan into the Claudian period, 
the British market was supplied by a limited number of 
major producers whose names and dies occur throughout 
southern Britain, supported by a more varied group of 
minor workshops . Camulodunum was either the main 
port of entry, or distribution was such that the same 
ranges of products as at Camulodunum reached other 
oppida and main nucleated settlements; any parallels for 
names and dies occurring are to be found in the 
Camulodunum list. With the introduction after c 50 of 
the late TN platters, Cam. forms 14 and 16, and to a 
lesser extent the cup Cam. form 58, a different pattern 
emerges. The original major names have disappeared, 
implying that new workshops have been established, 
possibly away from the original source area of the 
Marne-V esle valleys. A high proportion are 'copies', 
almost unreadable assemblages of cursive letters, and 
some marks, with repeated simple motifs which do not 
even pretend to be names. The new dies and Cam. form 
16 platters are particularly noticeable on military sites, 
including possible supply bases along the South Coast, 
Richborough, Fishbourne, Clausentum, Weymouth, 
Topsham and Sea Mills, and forts in Northern Britain, 
Wales and the South-West. While early Gallo-Belgic 
wares were distributed to major, native markets in the 

Neronian and early Flavian periods, imports were aimed 
at military markets, but whether directly for army 
personnel or for non-combatants in the vici is at present 
too fine a distinction to be deduced from the archaeologi
cal evidence. The context of stamp 6 is of significance 
as it is a post -trench of one of the fortress barrack -blocks 
excavated at St. Nicholas Priory in 1983. This is there
fore good evidence that TN was reaching Exeter during 
the period of fortress construction c 55-60. 

The Stamps (Figure 7) 
1. AH .. CCV bordered. Central; a pair of burnished 

circles; platter Cam. form 16. TN pale grey 
matrix; blue-grey surfaces; polished upper and 
less glossy lower surfaces; spalled, flaked and 
laminated. An import. Potter and source unknown. 
c 50-85. FH 1123, unstratified. 

2. TEIC bordered. Central; fine incised circle; cup 
Cam. form 58. TN bluish white matrix; dove 
grey surfaces; polished inner surface, uneven, 
smeared finish below flange on outside. A dis
torted 'second', the rim and flange are uneven 
and the finish is poor. An import. Possibly Ateius 
Dies 4Hl, but the reading is uncertain. Source 
unknown. c 50-75. Bidwell 1979, Fig. 64,128; 
basilica 2A (const) c 90-100. 

3. [ .. ] .NAC Central; one inscribed circle; platter Cam. 
form 16. TN pale grey matrix; blue-black sur
faces; polished finish, less glossy on the outside-:-
An import. The complete name is unknown but 
comprises .. MANAC and so the original reading 
is wrong. The same die was found at Chickerell, 
Weymouth in a cist burial. Source unknown. c 
60-85. Holbrook and Fox 1987, 41; military. 

4. COS lIDOS Central; one burnished circle; platter 
Cam. form 16. TN pale grey matrix; dark blue
grey surfaces; flaked and laminated. The reading is 
uncertain but is probably COS lIDOS , Cosedos die 
2B2. Other dies were used to stamp large platters 
Cam. form 5 in TR found at Novaesium and 
Nijmegen, and a TN platter at Cologne (Filtzinger 
1972, Taf. 52; Holwerda 1941, No. 46). The source 
is unknown. c 50-75. LCS333, c 75-80. 

5. OOVIII Central; one incised circle; platter Cam. 
form 8, with markedly domed base and useless 
footring. TN bluish-white matrix; light blue-grey 
surfaces; polished upper surface, less well fin-

~J ~ 
1 2 3 4 5 

o 10cm 
~, ----------------------~' 

Fig. 7. Gallo-Belgic stamps 
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ished lower surface below the rim. An import. 
Potter and source unknown. C 50-75. RFE, Fig. 
22,1; as L420, late Cl. 

6. (Not illustrated). Stamp fragment, overstamped with 
a spiral. Central; two incised circles; platter Cam. 
form 16. TN white matrix; blue-grey surfaces; 
polished finish. An import. Potter and source un
known. C 60-85. NP 115, fortress construction 
(filling of a post-trench of a barrack-block). 

AMPHORAE 
by D.F. Williams 

Note: Most of the amphorae from Bartholomew Street 
East, Friernhay Street, St. Nicholas Priory and Paul 
Street were identified and reported on by Dr. Williams. 
The few remaining amphora sherds from these sites and 
all the amphorae from later excavations were identified 
by the authors and the results have been incorporated 
into Dr. Williams' original report. 

Introduction 
No complete amphora was found during the excava
tions, but a number of rims, handles and spikes were 
recovered, together with many bodysherds. The am
phorae as a whole were classified by fabric and form, 
and in order to consider the material quantitatively 
were then weighed and counted. The classification of 
types is based on Dressel (1899), the Camulodunum 
series (Hawkes and Hull 1947), Pelichet (1946), 
Laubenheimer (1985) and Peacock and Williams (1986), 

supplemented by descriptive terms suggested by Pea
cock (1971; 1977 a) and in common usage (Peacock and 
Williams 1986). Brief notes on the origins and chrono
logical span of the amphorae are given below. 

The greater number of sherds present, (77.78 kg) 
belongs to the southern Spanish olive-oil amphora 
Dressel 20, though the large size and heavy weight of 
this type may slightly distort the picture presented in 
Table 5. However, relatively large numbers of Dressel 
20 have already been found in Exeter and there seems 
little doubt that this is the most common amphora form 
imported to the site (Bidwell 1979, Table 10; RFE, 
Table 14). The only other probable olive-oil amphorae 
amongst the present material is represented by the two 
North African Africana 11 rims, a type already noted at 
Exeter, but unfortunately unstratified (RFE, Fig. 89,7-
8). Wine amphorae are represented mainly by Rhodian 
style vessels and Pelichet 47 from southern France. 
The only other recognisable wine amphora is Dressel 
2-4, represented by only eight sherds, although the 
type is fairly common in the fortress period at Exeter 
(ibid). Amongst the remaining amphorae, fish-based 
products undoubtedly arrived in the southern Spanish 
and Camulodunum 186 forms, while defrutum may 
have been contained in the southern Spanish 
Camulodunum 185A and French Peacock and Williams 
Class 59, though it is not yet certain if this was the main 
content carried in these vessels. The contents of the 
other amphora forms at Exeter are unknown, and while 
these types almost certainly arrived in small quantities 
compared with the more important forms mentioned 
above, they nevertheless give some indication of the 

Table 5. The quantities of different amphorae recovered from excavations in Exeter between 1980 and 1990. 
A + indicates a value of less than 1 %. 

Weight Sherds 
gms % No % 

Dressel20 77,782 63.9 520 58.0 
Camulodunum 185A 1,095 + 6 + 
Camulodunum 186A 4,205 3.5 35 3.9 
Camulodunum 186C 12,825 10.5 19 2.2 
South Spanish 5,205 4.3 51 5.7 
Pelichet 47 8,778 7.2 102 11.4 
P and W 1986 Type 59 2,290 1.9 22 2.5 
Carrot 445 + 15 1.7 
P and W 1986 Type 66 167 + 11 1.2 
Rhodian Style 2,355 1.9 23 2.6 
Richborough 527 487 + 2 + 
Dressel2-4 687 + 8 + 
Pseudo-Koan 215 + 2 + 
North African 1,600 1.3 15 1.7 
?Palestinian 15 + 1 + 
Unassigned 3,661 3.0 65 7.2 

TOTAL 121,812 897 
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Table 6. The quantities of different amphora fabrics stratified in military period features (c 55/60-75/80) and the filling of 
Ditches 1 and 2 (c 75-80) at Lower Coombe Street. Quantification by sherd weight and sherd number. A + indicates a value 
of less than 1 %. 

MILITARY 

Sherds Weight 
No. % gms % 

Dressel20 42 40.4 7,660 61.3 
Cam. 185A 1 + 150 1.2 
Cam. 186A 29 27.8 3,435 27.5 
Cam. 186C 
South Spanish 7 6.7 280 2.2 
Pelichet 47 
Carrot 7 6.7 90 + 
Rhodian 4 3.8 530 4.2 
Rich. 527 
Dressel2-4 
Pseudo-Ko an 
Unclass. 14 13.5 350 2.8 

TOTAL 104 12,495 

variety of foodstuffs that must have been available in 
Exeter and the trading contacts the province as a whole. 

Excavations at Lower Coombe Street in 1990 pro
duced a significant quantity of well-stratified amphora, 
with the infilling of two ditches dated c 75-80 being 
particularly rich in large rim fragments and stamped 
handles (the assemblage from this site is quantified in 
table 6). The features discovered at Lower Coombe 
Street are interpreted as part of an extra-mural military 
depot which lay to the south of the fortress. It is 
conceivable that the depot served as a stores compound 
for the fortress (and perhaps other South-Western forts 
as well), in which case the quantity of amphora sherds 
recovered is easily explicable. 

The Principal Amphora Types (Figures 8-9) 
Dressel 20 (Fig. 8,1-3,6-8,11-13). 
The squat globular Dressel 20 is the commonest am
phora form found is Roman Britain. It was made in 
large numbers along the banks of the River Guadalquivir 
and its tributaries between Seville and Cordoba in the 
southern Spanish province of Baetica, and was used to 
carry the locally produced olive-oil (Peacock and 
Williams 1986, Class 25). The span of production of 
this type covers three centuries, and on the evidence of 
the likely dates associated with the rims recovered from 
Exeter it was imported to the site over a lengthy period 
of time. 

The eleven rims in the assemblage have been cata
logued with reference to the dated examples from 
Augst illustrated by Martin-Kilcher (1983) in her scheme 
for the development of the Dressel 20 rim. Those from 
well dated contexts are illustrated (Fig. 8). The follow-

DITCHES 

Sherds Weight 
No. % gms % 

70 56.9 23,240 71.7 
2 1.6 425 1.3 
2 1.6 325 1.0 

19 15.4 5,625 17.3 
4 3.3 700 2.1 
7 5.7 700 2.1 
1 + 25 + 
2 1.6 325 1.0 
1 + 50 + 
4 3.3 370 1.1 
2 1.6 215 + 
9 7.3 420 1.2 

123 32,420 

ing rims are not illustrated: PS 529, dated at Augst mid 
2nd century AD (ibid, No .27); BSE 281, dated second 
half of the 2nd century AD to the early 3rd century 
(ibid, No. 34 or 36); CA +, 1st century (ibid, Nos. 6-
8); CA+, mid 2nd century, (ibid, No. 27) and CA +, 
late 1st-mid 2nd century (ibid, Nos. 29-30). 

All stamps represented are illustrated. (Figure 10) 

Camulodunum 185A 
One handle and one spike are present in the six sherds 
attributed to the amphora form Camulodunum 185A/ 
Haltern 70, which was made from about the middle of 
the 1st century BC to about the middle of the 1st 
century AD (Peacock and Williams 1986, Class 15). 
The similarity of fabric with the more common Dressel 
20 suggests that Camulodunum 185A was probably 
made in the same region, though it appears to have held 
defrutum rather than olive-oil (see CoIls et al 1977; 
Van der Werff 1984). 

Camulodunum 186A (Fig. 8,9-10, 14). 
Rim fragments from seven separate vessels of the 
southern Spanish amphora form Camulodunum 186A/ 
Beltnin I which transported fish-sauces such as garum 
and liquamen as well as sometimes salted fish (Peacock 
and Williams 1986, Class 17) have been recovered. 
The date range for this particular type stretched from 
the late 1st century BC to the early 2nd century AD. 

Camulodunum 186C 
One rim from the amphora type Camulodunum 186C/ 
Beltnin HA/Peacock and Williams 1986, Class 18 has 
been recovered. It is a slightly later version of the 
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Camulodunum 186A amphora and is dated from the 
Flavian period, or slightly before, to the early 2nd 
century. Both varieties were made along the southern 
Spanish coast and seem to have transported similar 
fish-based products. 

In addition to the rims and other distinctive sherds 
which can be assigned to these two types, there are 
other sherds classified as South Spanish which cannot 
be tied down to a particular amphora type. This mate
rial most probably derives from the coastal regions of 
the southern Spain and seems to have been mainly used 
to carry fish-based products from the late 1st century 
BC to the 2nd century AD (Peacock 1971; 1974). 

Nlichet 47 (Fig. 9,15, 17). 
Pelichet 47/Gauloise 4 is a flat-bottomed wine amphora 
form made predominantly in southern France, notably 
in the region around the mouth of the Rhone in Languedoc, 
where a large number of kilns have been discovered in 
recent years (Laubenheimer 1985; Peacock and Williams 
1986, Class 27). Importation to Britain started after the 
Boudiccan revolt and continued until at least the 3rd 
century AD. During the 2nd century AD it is the com
monest wine amphora found on British sites. 

Peacock and Williams, Class 59 
(Fig. 8,5 and 9; Fig. 9,18). 
Three rims have been distinguished, all different. 18 has 
only a narrow groove below the rim while the other rims 
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have a much deeper and wider groove, and so must 
represent three vessels. One vessel came from a military 
context (FH 1030). This particular amphora form, only 
recently classified, was said to have originated from 
Baetica in southern Spain (Sealey 1985,167). However, 
we now know that it was instead produced at Lyon in 
France during the 1st and early 2nd century AD, possi
bly imitating the Baetican amphora Camulodunum 185A 
(Desbat 1987, Fig. 2,3 and 4). An example from the Pan 
Sand wreck in the Thames Estuary contained about 6000 
olive stones, though it is not known whether olives or 
?defrutum was carried on a regular basis in these vessels 
(Sealey 1985, 167). 

Carrot type 
One rounded rim sherd is represented in the 15 sherds 
which belong to the unusual shaped carrot amphora 
(Peacock and Williams 1986, Class 12). The origin and 
contents of this form are unknown, although given the 
relatively small size of these vessels, dates have been 
tentatively suggested as a possible commodity that was 
carried (Reusch 1970). Carrot amphorae are often 
associated with early military sites in Britain and Ger
many, occurring at Wiesbaden and Vindonissa in early 
1st century AD contexts and Claudian Hofheim and 
Claudio-Neronian Colchester (ibid, Hawkes and Hull, 
1947; Sealey 1985). They are found after c 75 at 
Fishbourne, though it is difficult to be precise about a 
possible terminal date (Cunliffe 1971). 
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Fig. 9. Amphorae Nos. 15-21 
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Peacock and Williams, Class 66 
Eleven sherds in a similar fabric to that normally 
associated with carrot amphorae, but the girth of the 
vessel (or vessels) suggested by the curvature of the 
sherds points to a larger-sized amphora being repre
sented, possibly the large' cigar-shaped' amphora illus
trated by Peacock and Williams as their Class 66 (1986). 
The type-specimen from Kingsholm is also rilled and 
may come from the same general area as the carrot form. 
It was found in 1st century AD contexts (Timby 1985, 
Fig. 28,117). All the sherds come from two adjacent 
layers at Friernhay Street (FH 1482, 823) which are 
datable to the late military period (c 70-75/80). 

Rhodian style (Fig. 8,4). 
One rim and eight fragments of peaked handles are 
present. The rim, handle and body sherd from FH 1005 
are probably from the same vessel, and the handle from 
FH 964 possibly belongs to them as well. In all twelve 
sherds appear to be in Peacock's Fabric 1, while the 
remainder of the Rhodian material appears to be in his 
Fabric 2 (1977a). Both of these Rhodian style amphora 
fabrics are commonly found on early military sites in 
Britain and almost certainly originate from Rhodes 
itself, possibly by way of a tribute of wine imposed on 
the island by Claudius (ibid). 

Richborough 527 
There are two body sherds in the distinctive coarse 
greyish-green fabric which characterizes the Richborough 
527 form (Peacock and Williams 1986, Class 13). 
Recent study of this heavy elongated amphora type by 
the writer and Paul Arthur has pointed to a possible 
source in Campania rather than the Massif Central 
region of France, which had previously been favoured 
partly due to the high number of finds recorded in that 
country (forthcoming; Peacock 1977a). The majority of 
the British and French finds dates to the 1st century AD 
(ibid) , although it is now clear that production lasted 
much longer than this. Three Richborough 527 vessels 
have recently been found in early to mid 3rd century AD 
deposits at New Fresh Wharf, London, while a large 
number recovered from the site of the Temple of 
Augustus at Pozzuoli are dated to the later 2nd century 
AD/early 3rd century (Green 1986; Williams and Arthur 
forthcoming). The contents, however, are still unknown, 
although the wide mouth may indicate some kind of fruit 
rather than a liquid. 

Dressel2-4 
There are two fragments of bifid handles which almost 
certainly belong to the Dressel 2-4 amphora form. This 
type was made in considerable quantity in many differ
ent countries of the western Roman Empire, and to 
some extent in the east as well, from the late 1st century 
BC to round about the middle of the 2nd century AD, 
and normally carried wine (Peacock and Williams 

1986, Class 10). Two bodysherds are in the distinctive' 
black sand' fabric generally considered to come from 
the region around Pompeii and Herculaneum, and prob
ably belong to a vessel of this form (Peacock 1977b). 

Pseudo-Koan (Fig. 9,16). 
Two sherds of the so-called Pseudo-Koan (Peacock and 
Williams 1986, Class 11) amphora. This amphora oc
curs commonly in the eastern Mediterranean and also 
in North Africa and Italy. It is dated to the 1st and 2nd 
centuries AD. This is the first time that it has been 
recorded from Exeter. 

North African (Fig. 9,19-20). 
There are two rims belonging to North Africa cylindri
cal amphorae and probably coming within the typo
logical range of the Africana 11 series that had its 
origin in Tunisia (Peacock and Williams 1986, Class 
34; Keay 1984, type VI). This form had a long time
span, from the second half of the 3rd century AD to 
the end of the 4th/5th (ibid). In Britain, most of the 
North African cylindrical amphorae appear to have 
arrived during the 3rd, 4th and to some extent 5th 
centuries AD, although they are attested as early as the 
mid 2nd century AD (Peacock 1977a; Tyers 1984). 
One of the rims (19) comes from the filling of the 
outer fortress ditch at Friernhay Street, and although 
there was no other associated pottery a date in the 
second half of the 2nd century seems assured (see 
above for a discussion of the dating for the inftlling of 
the ditch). Eight bodysherds of this type also came 
from an occupation layer at Catherine Street associated 
with a Fel Temp Rep coin of 350-60. Olive-oil is 
generally assumed to have been the main commodity 
carried, but fish products were also exported to a lesser 
extent in these vessels (Beltnin 178, Keay 1984). 

?' Palestinian' 
A single thin-walled sherd displaying pronounced ex
ternal rilling comes from an unstratified context at 
Catherine Street. It is in a sandy light orange fabric 
with occasional small white inclusions, and is possibly 
to be ascribed to Peacock and Williams 1986, Class 46. 

Catalogue 
Note: Augst refers to the scheme for the development 
of the Dressel 20 rim devised at that site by Martin
Kilcher (1983). 

Vessels stratified in military deposits 
within the Fortress, c 55/60-75/80 
1. Dressel20, cf Augst No. 17, mid 1st to mid 2nd 

century. FH 1016. 
2. Dressel 20, cf Augst No. 14, third quarter of the 

1st century. FH 1092. 
3. Dressel 20, cf Augst No. 12 or 14, third quarter 

of the 1st century. BSE 20, fortress demolition. 
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4. Rhodian, Peacock and Williams (1986) fabric 1. 
FH 1005. 

5. Peacock and Williams Class 59. FH 1030. 

Vessels stratified in military period extra-mural 
deposits, c 55/60-75/80 
6. Dressel 20, cf Augst No. 10, third quarter of the 

1st century. LCS 809. 
7. Dressel 20, cf Augst No. 12 or 14, third quarter 

of the 1st century. LCS 3031. 
8. Dressel 20, cf Augst No. 16/17, mid 1st to early 

2nd century. LCS 3031. 
9. Camulodunum 186A, sandy light red fabric with 

ferrous inclusions; cream slip (Cadiz fabric). LCS 
3003. 

10. Camulodunum 186A, sandy buff fabric (probably 
Cadiz). LCS3032. 

Vessels stratified in Ditches 1 and 2 at 
Lower Coombe Street, c 75-80 
11. Dressel 20 stamped C. V . V A on both handles 

(stamp 1). Rim, cf Augst No. 8, mid 1st century. 
LCS 2025. 

12. Dressel 20, upper part of one handle preserved 
stamped BROCODV (stamp 2). Rim, cf Augst 
No. 15, third quarter of the 1st century. LCS 
2030. 

13. Dressel 20, cf Augst 22, late 1st-early 2nd cen
tury. LCS 333. 

14. Camulodunum 186A, sandy buff fabric with fer
rous inclusions (Cadiz fabric). LCS 498. 

15. Pelichet 47. LCS 348. 
16. Pseudo-Koan type (Peacock and Williams Class 

11), hard sandy light red fabric with buff sur
faces, numerous angular white inclusions. LCS 
333. 

Vessels stratified in miscellaneous deposits 
17. Pelichet 47. FH 772, Hadrianic-early Antonine. 
18. Peacock and Williams Class 59. Smooth buff fab-

:?!1:.F. ... 0.) 
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ric with occasional mica and ferrous inclusions. 
Thin cream slip. FH 968, not closely dated. 

19. North African, probably within the typological range 
of the Africana 11 series. FH 1394, Antonine. 

20. North African, Africana 11 series. Off-white slip. 
LCS 297, unstratified. 

21. Unassigned type. Hard buff fabric with numer
ous small white inclusions. FH 930, Trajanic
Hadrianic. 

Stamps (Figure 10) 
All of the stamps occur on the handles of Baetican 
Dressel 20 amphorae. Ligatured letters in the stamps 
are underlined. All references to Callender are 1965. 

From Ditches 1 and 2 at Lower Coombe Street, c 75-80. 
1. Complete rim and upper part of two handles. Iden

tical stamp on each handle. C. V. V A, cf Callender 
506b and Fig. 6,43. Tentatively dated by 
Callender to the middle of the 2nd century al
though the rim form and context of this example 
point to a mid 1st century date. LCS 2025. 

2. Complete rim and upper part of one handle pre
served. BROCODV, cf Callender 205a and Fig. 
4,24. He considers the ODV element to be an 
abbreviation for the town of Odvica in Baetica. 
LCS 2030. 

3. GEMELL[I, cf Callender 294b. LCS 2030. 
4. ]1 MOPSI, cfCallender 1114 and Fig. 11,19-20. 

He tentatively dates the stamp to c 30-80/90. For 
another stamp of Mopsi from Exeter see RFE 
Fig. 92,6. LCS 498. 

5. L MIL. Not apparently cited in Callender. LCS 
2026. 

From other deposits 
6. L.FO, L.F(abii) O(patati)?, cf Callender 856. 

Tentatively dated to c 30-80. For another exam
ple of this stamp from Exeter see Montague 1938, 
85. FH 776, c 180-220. 
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Fig. 10. Amphora stamps 
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7. L.SER.[AVR? Not cited in Callender. FH 802, 
e 125-140/60. 

8. CRY, cfCallender 466 which he tentatively dates 
to the second half of the 2nd and beginning of the 
3rd century. FH +, unstratified. 

MORTARIA 
by K.F. Hartley 

Note: The abbreviations FC and FB signify Continental 
or British fabrics; TC and TB refer to the type series 
for Continental and British mortaria in RFE, 189-215. 

Since the completion of the report published in RFE 
(189-215) a number of new points and modified fabric 
attributions have come to light. 

Continental Mortaria 
Spanish (?) mortaria (types FC2-6). Two further ex

amples have been noted from sites outside of 
Exeter. One from Caerleon (No. 31.37.2140; ex
cavations by the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeologi
cal Trust), and one from Villeneuve St. Georges 
(Val-de-Marne), France (Mus. St. Germaine, 
Paris). 

British Mortaria 
FB7. This can now be assigned to the Hampshire/ 

Surrey/Sussex area. The trituration grit is mostly 
flint, rare quartz and rare opaque red-brown ma
terial. MF562170 should be re-designated to fab
ric FBl1. Illustrated types: Fig. 19,153 andRFE 
TB32 (for which cf Cunliffe 1971, type 294 from 
Fishbourne) . 

FB8. This can now be assigned to the same area of 
origin as FB7. The fabric is close to FB5 (New 
Forest) and to that commonly associated with the 
Verulamium region but it can have a distinctive 
pale blue-grey core. No trituration grit survives 
but it would be similar to that in New Forest 
mortaria. Illustrated types : RFE TB31 (a sherd 
was recovered from FH 713, not closely datable). 

FB9. This should now be assigned to Southern Eng
land, perhaps the Sussex/Surrey area. 

FBI0. This should now be assigned to Southern Eng
land. It is a hard, fine-textured, buff fabric with 
pale brownish-pink core and inner greenish-grey 
core where the fabric is thick; very sparse quartz 
(0.5mm), red-brown and black (lmm) inclusions. 
Trituration grit: mostly flint with some quartz, 
rare red quartz and rare sandstone . 

FB 17. This should be re-assigned to Exeter or possi
bly southern England. 

FBI9. This is probably an Exeter fabric. The tritura
tion grit is mainly quartz and brown sandstone. 

New fabrics are as follows: 

FB37. Exeter, probably military (Exeter Mortarium 
Fabric Group 1). Orange-brown fabric, the ma
trix reasonably fine-textured but with fairly fre
quent, very ill-sorted inclusions: red-brown and 
rare pale, almost cream-coloured, sandstone (bro
ken pebble, up to 6mm), quartz and dark brown 
(?iron-rich) material. Trituration grit: ill-sorted, 
red-brown sandstone (broken pebble), and white 
quartz in almost equal proportion, with rarer trans
parent quartz and rare, pale almost cream-col
oured sandstone. Surface finish: a. self-coloured 
or a self-coloured slip which tends to melt into 
the background; b. with cream slip. This fabric, 
usually self-coloured, is one of the fabrics typi
cal of the military period at Exeter. There is every 
reason to believe it was made at Exeter by the 
army. For a published example of a mortarium in 
Fabric 37a see Holbrook and Fox 1987, Fig. 9, 
12 and p.43; this fabric is also described as being 
typical of tiles made locally in the fortress pe
riod. For Fabric 37b see Fig. 19, 157. 

FB38. Exeter Mortarium Fabric Group 5. The matrix 
is a basically fine-textured, slightly micaceous, 
cream fabric but it often has very thin reddish 
and white streaks and occasional blobs, which 
can give it a faintly pinkish or brownish-buff tinge. 
This feature appears to be the result of some im
perfection in the mixing of slightly differing clays. 
None of the available examples shows any differ
ence in colour in the core. Moderate inclusions: 
mostly very tiny quartz and red-brown material 
but with some larger clusters of red-stained quartz, 
iron-staining in addition to the sometime pres
ence of reddish and white streaks and blobs. 
Variations in the colour of the surface, which can 
vary between a deep cream, buff and orange
brown, sometimes in the same vessel, are due to 
firing conditions. Trituration grit: ill-sorted, 
medium- to small sized, random quartz and red 
sandstone (broken pebble). This fabric was used 
by Severus or Severus Vir- (see Fig. 15,78-81, 
probable wasters from Lower Coombe Street). 
The fabric is not as fine-textured as, and has 
more inclusions than, fabric FB33, which was 
used by Vitanius, whose work often has a core 
different in colour from the surface. The clays, 
however, are likely to be basically similar. In 
addition to the four mortaria in this fabric from 
Lower Coombe Street, fragments from another 
are known from a late military deposit at Friernhay 
Street (FH 823) which has the distinctive deep 
wide grooves on the lower half of the exterior, 
as on type TBI8. 

FB39. Probably military (Exeter Mortarium Fabric 
Group 1). Hard, self-coloured, orange-brown fab
ric with fairly frequent smallish quartz and rare 
red to dark brown inclusions (naturally occurring 



Neil Holbrook and Paul T. Bidwell 63 

iron compounds); trituration grit: mainly quartz 
but including some very pale sandstone, small to 
medium sized (description of Holbrook and Fox 
1987, Fig.9,13 and p.43; this specimen was bur
nished on the lower half of the exterior). This 
fabric is more orange in colour than fabric FB29 
but is otherwise sufficiently similar to suggest 
production at the same workshop; it also has much 
in common with fabric FB37. It is known to have 
been produced in the fortress period but produc
tion could have continued later. Like fabric FB37 , 
it is typical of the fortress period and was prob
ably made by the army. 

FB40. Omitted. 
FB41. Exeter Mortarium Fabric Group 3. Softish, fine

textured, micaceous, dark red-brown, cocoa-col
oured fabric (Munse1l2.5YR 5/6); the rare inclusions 
are quartz, yellowish streaks, soft opaque white 
fragments (slightly reactive to hydrochloric acid), 
opaque black fragments and rare red-brown sand
stone. Trituration grit: translucent whitish quartz, 
although one opaque white grit survives and simi
lar Exeter mortaria have red-brown sandstone grits. 
Cream slip.One vessel (Fig. 15,76) in this fabric. 

Note on trituration grits 
In the light of recent finds from Exeter, especially the 
wasters in Exeter Mortarium Fabric Groups 4 and 5 
from Lower Coombe Street, it is now evident that the 
trituration grits used in local manufacture usually con
sisted of quartz and red-brown sandstone, sometimes in 
combination and sometimes separately (although there 
is no certain example of purely sandstone gritting). 
Mortaria with mainly flint trituration grits assigned to 
Exeter in RFE, 191 (FB8-1O) can now be attributed to 
the area of Hampshire, Sussex or Surrey. Where tritu
ration grits do not survive, it will sometimes be diffi
cult to distinguish such mortaria from local products. 

The Mortarium Stamps (Figure 11) 
1. Fabric FC2, type TC26 (vessel not illustrated) . 

Stamp reads Q. V ALE (ligatured) RIUS/ 
VERANIUS, cf RFE Fig . 88, 3. FH 782, first 
half 2nd century. 

2 
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2. Fabric FC4, type TC26 (Fig. 15,75). Stamp reads 
VERANI, cf RFE Fig. 88,4. LCS 346, C 75-80. 

3. Fabric FC2, type TC26 (vessel not illustrated). 
Corner of a fragmentary stamp from an unknown 
die but likely to be by Q. Valerius Veranius. FH 
772, Hadrianic-early Antonine. For discussion of 
Q. Valerius Veranius see RFE pp. 212-213 . His 
stamps are dated to the period 65/70-100. 

4. Fabric FB41, type TB14 (Fig. 15,76) . The stamp 
impressed diagonally across the flange is other
wise unknown. Several readings are possible and 
there may be another letter in front of the V; 
?VOLAETI, (AE ligatured and cross-bar of T 
very faint), or ?VOLATI etc. are among the pos
sibilities. Further examples are needed to pro
vide a confident interpretation. The fabric points 
to a local source. The potter seems clearly to 
have been inspired by the makers of Gillam form 
'238 (Exeter types TC22-29), and a date within 
the period 65-100 is probable. LCS 333, C 75-
80. 

5,6. Fabric FB38, Fig. i5, 78-9. The retrograde stamps 
on these two vessels read SEVER. VR or 
SEVER.VIR ligatured. The only obvious, possi
ble expansions for this stamp are 'Severus vrit' 
for 'Severus fired this', or Severus as a nomen 
followed by some such cognomen as Virilis. No 
other stamps are known from the same die and 
there is no reason to link him with the Colchester 
potter called Severus (Symonds forthcoming) . 
LCS 333, C 75-80. 

7. Fabric FB29v (Fig. 19,159). Stamped twice fairly 
closely together across the flange . No other ex
ample of this stamp is known, nor can any con
fident reading be suggested but future examples 
should make this possible . There can be no doubt 
that this is a local potter working sometime in the 
Flavian period. BSE 361/362, unstratified. 

Notes on the local production of mortaria 
K. Hartley has distinguished at least eighteen mortaria 
fabrics which seem to represent local 1st-century prod
ucts, and has commented (in litt.) that they are prob-
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Fig. 11. Mortarium stamps 



64 Neil Holbrook and Paul T. Bidwell 

ably the output of a number of small workshops, none 
with a particularly large market. Such variations in 
fabric are common, even in the case of large industries, 
for example, those at Verulamium and Mancetter -
Hartshill. The recent excavations have added consider
ably to our knowledge of local mortaria production, 
particularly those at Lower Coombe Street which have 
produced wasters. Accordingly, the authors have at
tempted to group various fabrics together to give a 
clearer picture of the local industries, relying entirely 
on associations suggested by K Hartley in her descrip
tions of fabrics and types. 

1. Fabrics similar to Fortress Ware C 
Fabrics. FB29, FB39 ('so close to FB29 that it is 

probably from the same workshop') and FB37 
('much in common with FB29') are gritty orange 
to orange-brown fabrics, usually self-coloured or 
with a self-coloured slip, but sometimes with a 
cream slip. 

Types and dating: Examples of TB19 are known in 
these fabrics from fortress levels: Bidwell 1979, 
Fig. 60,25 (construction levels of thermae, c 60-
65) and Holbrook and Fox 1987, Fig. 9,12 (for
tress occupation at Bartholomew Street East). Fig 
19,159, a Flavian type, has an illegible stamp. 
The fabric of the mortarium from the thermae 
construction levels is closest to FB29 and 39 and 
shows that these fabrics were in use during the 
earlier part of the fortress occupation. They prob
ably persisted until after the fortress was aban
doned, as is shown by their occurrence as Flavian 
types and by the presence of a sherd in the Tiverton 
ditch group which is dated to after c 80 (cf Table 
8). In fact, they span the same period of produc
tion as Fortress ware C. 

2. Brown-slipped and allied fabrics 
Fabrics: A common source was suggested for FB21 and 

24; FB22 seems similar and is represented by a 
type characteristic of FB21 and 24. These fabrics 
are hard and quite gritty, orange-brown and usu
ally with a dark core; a brown slip is characteristic 
of this group. FB35, although unslipped, was judged 
to be from the same source as FB21 and 24, as was 
FB30 which has a white slip. 

Types and dating: Types TBI-5 represent a continen
tal tradition which occurs rarely in Britain. TBla 
is pre-Flavian but the earliest stratified example 
of these types is TB3 in a late military context. 
Production thus began in the fortress period. Two
thirds of the examples are typologically pre
Flavian and it is doubtful whether production 
continued after the fortress period (Table 8). 

3. Orange-brown fabrics (stamp of VOLAETI[?]) 
Fabrics: This group is represented by two fabrics, 

FB26 and 41. They are similar in appearance: 
fine-textured, orange or red-brown with variable 
inclusions, self-coloured or with a cream slip. A 
further link between the two fabrics is provided 
by a type common to both, TBI4. 

Types and dating: TB14 is thought to be a pre-Flavian 
type, and of the two examples in this fabric, one 
(76) bears a stamp of VOLAETI(?). No later types 
are known in these fabrics and production did not 
outlast the fortress period. 

4. Bartholomew Street Kiln Fabric A. 
Fabrics: FB25 was well represented on the 

Bartholomew Street Kiln site: FB36 has been com
pared to this fabric and was represented by a 
mortarium from the kiln site (TB23). FB28 was 
represented in Ditch 1 at Lower Coombe Street 
by an overfired vessel, at best a poor second; 
FB36 is also equated with Kiln Fabric A (see 32). 
The three fabrics are similar: fairly fine-textured, 
but grittier than Kiln Fabric B, drab cream to 
orange-brown sometimes with a grey core, self
coloured or with a cream slip, rarely with a 
possible haemetite slip. 

Types and dating: There are ten mortaria in FB25 
from Bartholomew Street and nineteen from other 
sites which can be dated typologically to c 70-
120 (TB8-11). TB16 in FB28 is a pre-Flavian 
type, two examples of which were stratified in 
fortress deposits: 32 in FB36 was from a pre
Flavian deposit at Lower Coombe Street and 18 
was from a probable demolition deposit at 
Friernhay Street. In addition, there was a sherd 
in FB36 from a demolition deposit at Bartholomew 
Street East and another in FB25 from late for
tress occupation at Friernhay Street. TB1l3 in 
FB36 is probably within the period c 80-120 and 
TB24 in the same fabric seems to be of the sec
ond half of the 2nd century. These fabrics date 
from the fortress period but FB36 was certainly 
used in the late 1st century and perhaps until 
beyond the mid 2nd century. On typological 
grounds, the main period of production seems to 
have been in the Flavian-Trajanic period. 

5. Bartholomew Street Kiln Fabric B 
Fabrics: FB33, the commonest fabric on the 

Bartholomew Street kiln site, and FB38, repre
sented by wasters from Lower Coombe Street, 
are 'basically similar clays', although FB38 is 
coarser. FBll has 'some similarity' to FB33, as 
has FBI2, the single example of which moreover 
is from the Bartholomew Street kiln site. These 
are the finest textured of the local fabrics, occa
sional poor mixing of clays sometimes giving a 
streaky appearance; they are brownish-cream to 
orange-brown, sometimes with a darker core, and 
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the slip when it occurs is self-coloured or matt
brown. 

Types and dating: Examples of FB38 from Lower 
Coombe Street, unused and cracked in firing, are 
wasters; two carried stamps of SEVERUS ... (?). 
They are typologically earlier than those stamped 
by VIT ANIUS, falling within the period 50-90, 
rather than 70-120. The chronological span of 
these fabrics is thus similar to those of Fabric 
Group 4, but their rare occurrences in deposits 
other than those of kiln waste are represented by 
Flavian-Trajanic types. Production of these fab
rics perhaps began at about the time when the 
fortress was abandoned. 

Local production of mortaria began early in the 
fortress period: an example of TB19 in Fabric Group 
1 is known from the construction levels of the thermae 
probably c 60-65. These fabrics resemble Fortress 
ware C, which, along with Fortress wares A and B, is 
also represented in the thermae construction levels; 
mortaria thus probably formed part of the output of the 
Fortress ware industry in its early stage. Examples of 
Fabric Groups 2 and 4 are known from late fortress 
levels and an example of Fabric Group 3 from fortress 
demolition levels; the earliest context for Fabric Group 
5 is the filling of Ditches 1 and 2 at Lower Coombe 
Street. On typological grounds, Fabric Groups 1-3 
were probably mainly associated with production in the 
fortress period and Fabric Groups 4 and 5 with the post
fortress period. The general impression gained from 
Table 7 is that production was maintained at about the 

same level from early in the fortress period until the 
end of the 1st century. In real terms this would suggest 
that the local mortaria increased considerably in impor
tance in the post-fortress period when the market di
minished to perhaps a quarter of its former size. 

The only certain example of an Exeter mortarium 
found elsewhere is a sherd of FB29 (Fabric Group 1) 
from Tiverton. However, indeterminate mortaria from 
military sites in the South-West require re-examination 
in the light of the recent research at Exeter. Production 
of mortaria at Exeter seems to have come to an end by 
c 120, although there is one type (TB24) in FB36 
(Fabric Group 4) which might be of the second half of 
the 2nd century. However, there seems to have been a 
revival in the second half of the 3rd century and the 4th 
century: FB13-15,19-20,27 and 31 are thought prob
ably to have been Exeter products and the types repre
sented are dated c 240-400. 

Other coarse wares 
Introduction 
Excavations carried out since 1980 have produced 
much new evidence about local pottery production in 
the fortress period and its immediate aftermath. Of 
great importance has been the discovery of flagon and 
mortarium wasters at Lower Coombe Street, but much 
has also been learnt about the Fortress ware industries. 

Fortress Wares 
Some new types have been recorded: Fig. 14,58,61,65-
6; Fig. 17, 116,120-2; and Fig. 18,143. Unfortunately 

Table 7. Comparison of vessel counts of mortaria from local and non-local sources. Bartholomew Street, a kiln site, and the 
Lower Coombe Street ditch deposits, where obvious wasters were found, have been excluded in order not to weight the figures 
for local production. 

Sites Fortress deposits Late 1st and 
including demolition 2nd century 

Thermae & basilica & forum Local 1 2 
(Bidwell 1979) Other 10 10 

Other sites 1971-80 Local 2 6 
(Holbrook and Bidwell 1991) Other 25 37 

Sites from 1981 onwards Local 4 1 
Other 13 10 

Table 8. Quantities of datable types of local mortariafrom excavations at Exeter, 1971-90; waster deposits at Bartholomew 
Street and Lower Coombe Street not included. 

Fabric Group 

Pre-Flavian 
Flavian 

4 

2 

10 
2 

3 4 5 

3 4 
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they cast no further light on the probable Continental 
origins of some of the types produced by these indus
tries . Some observations can now be made about the 
dating of the various fabrics . Fortress ware A, although 
present in the construction levels of the thermae, is not 
represented in quantity in fortress levels, but is the 
commonest fabric in later 1st century deposits (cf 
Bidwell 1979, Table 9) ; in the Tiverton ditch group, 
dated c 80-100, Fortress ware A is three times as 
common as Fortress ware C (Holbrook forthcoming). 
It seems to have superseded Fortress ware C which is 
commonest in fortress levels. Fortress ware D occurs 
only occasionally in fortress levels and, although never 
common, is better represented in later 1st century 
contexts . The new types in this ware include samian 
imitations (Fig. 17,120-1) and other bowls and dishes 
with decorative finishes (Fig. 14,66; Fig. 17,122) which 
may represent yet another attempt by local potters to 
make good deficiencies in the supply of imported wares 
which followed the departure of the legion. 

Flagons 
The Lower Coombe Street ditches contained flagons, 
distorted and cracked in firing, in fabrics which corre
spond closely to those of local mortaria in Fabric 
Groups 4 and 5, also represented by wasters in the ditch 
fills. Mortaria and flagons in Fabric Group 5 were also 
found on the Bartholomew Street kiln site, but no 
flagons in Fabric Group 4. These discoveries and 
further study of flagons from other stratified contexts 
allow the following reclassification of fabrics and types 
previously discussed in RFE, 139-43: 

Fabric 435: As previously suggested, this fabric is likely 
to be of local origin. It resembles Mortarium Fabric 
Group 5 and Fortress ware D, but can be distinguished 
from the fabric of the flagons from Bartholomew Street 
and Lower Coombe Street: its inclusions are smaller and 
the vessels have thinner walls often with burnished 
exterior surfaces . Type 3.1 has been wrongly classified 
and is a Fabric Group 5 flagon. 

Fabric 440: The types published in RFE can now be 
subdivided as follows: 
Buff ware: probably imported (see p.OO): types 1 ,4.3-

4 and 6. 
Fabric Group 5: types 4,5 and 7. The earliest stratified 

context for a flagon of this Fabric Group is Period 
IB in the legionary thermae, dated c 75. 

Miscellaneous: (still classified as fabric 440): types 2 
and 3. 

Fabric 451 : This category was always thought to have 
included products from more than one source. It can 
now be sub-divided as follows: 
Slipped version of fabric 435: types 1 and 2. The fabric 

is very similar to 435 but the burnishing of the 
surface is replaced by a thin white slip. 

Fabric Group 4: types 4.2-3. The fabric of type 4.1 is 
much closer to Fabric Group 5, otherwise unslipped. 

Miscellaneous (still classified as fabric 451): types 3 ,5 
and 6. Type 7.1 is an example of Fortress ware D. 

Miscellaneous fabrics: RFE, Fig. 51,12 is an example 
of Fabric Group 5 and is a type paralleled by Fig. 13,39 
from the Lower Coombe Street ditches . 

The Lower Coombe Street wasters (Fig . 13,33-8) 
The flagons in Fabric Group 5 associated with the 
Bartholomew Street kiln (RFE, Fig. 50, types 4,6 and 
7) are for the most part small vessels with clumsily 
formed pulley wheel or double collar rims. The Lower 
Coombe Street wasters (Fig. 13,33-8) are larger, more 
carefully made flagons, and in fact are very close 
copies of the probably imported buff ware flagons of 
type 2 (see below) . The scarcity or increased cost of 
these probable imports at the end of the fortress period 
might well have provided a market for good copies. 
The Bartholomew Street flagons are presumably later 
versions of these copies; this would confirm what has 
been deduced from the mortaria in the Lower Combe 
Street ditches, that the wasters from the ditches repre
sent an earlier strand in the local manufacture of 
flagons and mortaria than the Bartholomew Street finds. 

Buff ware flagons, probably imported 
(formerly included in fabric 440) 
Types 1,4.3-4 and 6 in fabric 440 can be distinguished 
from the local kiln products (see above) . Their fabric is 
slightly sandy with frequent very small multi-coloured 
inclusions and is self-coloured, ranging from greenish
cream to mid-buff. The exterior rarely preserves any 
traces of a surface finish, although a few examples seem 
to have been burnished. Two types are represented. 
Type 1 (Fig . 13,42), which is equivalent to RFE types 
1.1-2, has a thickened, everted rim, undercut on the 
exterior. It corresponds to Camulodunum 144 (Hawkes 
and Hull 1947), known from Claudian and later levels, 
and is present at Richborough in a Claudian context 
(Bushe-Fox 1928, PI.XXX, 137) and at Fishbourne in 
the Claudio-Neronian period (Cunliffe 1971, Fig. 95, 
type 113). There is also a possible example from Lake 
Farm (information from M. Darling) . At Exeter an 
example occurs in the construction levels of the legion
ary thermae, c 60-5 (Bidwell 1979, Fig. 60,6).Type 2 
(Fig. 13,41,43), as RFE types 4.3-4 and 6.1-2,has a 
pulley wheel or double collar rim. At Fishbourne it 
occurred generally after AD 75 (Cunliffe 1971, type 
114) and at Billingsgate in London was present in the 
earliest levels of a site where occupation began in c 70 
(Green 1980, Fig. 21 ,40-5; see also Richborough: 
Bushe-Fox 1926, PI. XXIII, 37 and 1927, Pl.XXX, 
143). Its absence at Camulodunum where there were 40 
examples of type 1 suggests that it first appeared in the 
later Neronian period; at Exeter no examples are known 
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from the fortress levels. Dore (1980, 114) and Green 
(1980, Fig. 21,40-5) have pointed independently to a 
close resemblance between the fabric of type 2 flagons 
and those of mortaria in K. Hartley's Group 11 (cf RFE, 
FC2-5), for which an origin in the Pas de Calais now 
seems likely. In addition to an example from Red House, 
Corbridge (Hanson et al 1979, Fig. 15,3), Dore cited 
others from Hay ton (Johnson 1978, Fig. 22,4 (recte 6) 
and possibly 5) and Camelon (unpublished). Their pres
ence at Corbridge and Camelon suggests that they were 
current at least until the late 70s or early 80s. 

In the case of type 1, the association with Group 
11 mortaria raises difficulties. At Exeter the fabrics of 
the two types are very similar but type 1 is present in 
a context of c 60-5 and is closely paralleled by exam
ples in Claudian contexts elsewhere. Group 11 mortaria 
are generally dated from c 70 (TC22,24-9,30-40), 
with some examples possibly dating from c 65 which 
matches the later Neronian date suggested above for the 
beginning of type 2. However, if the examples of type 
1 from Exeter, Fishbourne, Richborough and 
Camulodunum are all from the same source as type 2, 
importation had begun in the Claudian period. 

Conclusions 
InRFE, 18-19, the end of military occupation at Exeter 
was seen as a period when considerable changes oc
curred in the local manufacture of pottery. The intro
duction of various bowl and dish types and of samian 
imitations in BB1, for example, seemed best accounted 
for by a shortage of samian and other fine wares 
brought about by the departure of the legion (ibid, 91-
2). The mortaria and flagons discussed in the preceding 
sections provide further evidence for a decline in the 
availabilty of imported pottery which was compensated 
for by increased local production. 

Catalogue (Figures 12-19) 
("KFH" indicates comments by Mrs. K. Hartley on 
mortaria). 

Vessels Stratified In Military Deposits 
within the Fortress c 55/60-75/80 
1. Soft light pink fabric. Exterior coated in a thin 

streaky white slip; the interior is covered with a 
thin olive-green slip, of which there is a large 
dribble down the outside of the neck. FH 899, 
filling of inner fortress ditch. 

2. Fabric 435, type 2.1. FH 822, late military. 
3. Fabric 406, cftype 4.1. FH 822.1, late military. 
4. Fabric 435, cf fabric 401, type 1. FH 822, late 

military. 
5. Burnt sandy fabric with internal and external 

cream slip. FH 817, late military. 
6. Terra Nigra-type fabric 375, burnished on inte

rior of rim and between grooves on shoulder. FH 
823, late military. 

7. TN-type fabric 373. FH 822.2, late military. 
8. Fortress ware C (oxidised), type 11.2. FH 823, 

late military. 
9. Fortress ware C. FH 957, pre-Flavian context. 
10. Fortress ware O. FH 823, late military. 
11. Fortress ware D. FH 823, late military. 
12. Fortress ware D, traces of white slip, Dr.29 imi

tation(?). NP 207. 
13. Fortress ware A, cf Fortress ware B, type 27. 

BSE 233. 
14. South-East Dorset BB1 (burnt), type 34 variant. 

FH 822.2/823, late military. 
15. South-Western BB1, cf type 49. FH 855, late 

military. 
16. South-East Dorset BB1, type 37. FH 928, late 

military. 
17. Fortress ware B, cf Fortress ware A type 16.1. 

FH 1536, late military. 
18. Mortarium fabric FB28 (Exeter Fabric Group 4). 

A date of 60-100 is likely [KFH]. FH 888. 

Vessels Stratified in Military Deposits in 
the Extra-Mural Area, c 55/60-75/80 
19. Fabric 435. LCS 3074. 
20. Fabric 435, slipped. LCS 2007. 
21. Fabric 405, type 1.2. LCS 2006. 
22. Fortress ware C. LCS 2007. 
23. Fortress ware A. LCS 3074. 
24. Eggshell TN. Biconical beaker Cam.120. LCS 

2007. 
25. Sandy Grey ware, type 34. LL 7. 
26. Fortress ware D, well-burnished surfaces. FH 

1350. 
27. Fortress ware D, cf Fortress ware C, types 10 

and 11. LCS 717. 
28. Pompeian Red ware, Peacock (1977b) fabric 1. 

Unslipped. LCS 721. 
29. As 28. LCS 710. 
30. Light brown fabric with abundant flint inclusions 

up to lOmm across. Storage jars of this general 
type were products of the Alice Holt potteries and 
of other industries in the Hampshire/Surrey area 
(seeRFE, Fig. 59, types 23.1a-b andp. 159, where 
the examples cited from Hallcourt Wood and 
Clausentum are flint-tempered). LCS 3031. 

31. Mortarium fabric FC1 (?Spain). Similar to type 
TC6. Pre-Flavian or early Flavian [KFH]. LCS 710. 

32. Mortarium fabric FB36 (Exeter Fabric Group 4). 
Thick cream slip both internally and externally 
[KFH]. LCS 781. 

Vessels Stratified in Ditches 1 and 2 at 
Lower Coombe Street c 75-80 
33. As Exeter Mortarium Fabric Group 4. Thin patchy 

slip. LCS 333. 
34. Fabric as 33. Overfired, core reduced to dark 

grey in places, slip to a light buff. LCS 333. 



68 

JrJt= 
1 

Neil Holbrook an 

6 

1 T. Bidwell d Pau . 

, I ( 
-=- ) I \ 

9 

) 

r-----------J 
11 , 12 

I ) 
14 

111111,. 
15 

)~= 
19 

22 

20 

Nos 1-24 . 12 Coarsewares . FIg .. 

I I \ 
7 

) 
I I ( 

\ 

10 

13 

16 

21 

) I ~ 
24 20cm 0 __ 



Neil Holbrook and Paul T. Bidwell 69 

!: .. i,l·; ..... ··;·7 ili ~ ) .. 
27 

26 

L ~ 
28 

25 
~ 

29 

30 

--
.. . ·· ··1 J 

. . .. , . ' ...... 1------.---... .. . , '. -j 
~;~;::;·,::;;;;L~l / 

31 32 

33 34 

35 36 37 

40 

39 

38 

41 

42 
o 20cm L-___ ~ ___ ~ 

Fig. 13. Coarsewares Nos. 25-43 



70 Neil Holbrook and Paul T. Bidwell 

35. Fabric as 33. LCS 333. 62. Fortress ware C with traces of white slip, cf For-
36. Fabric as 33. Slightly overfired and scorched. tress ware A, type 20. LCS 333. 

LCS 333. 63. Fortress ware B, cf type 25. LCS 341. 
37. Fabric as 33. Slightly overfired and scorched. 64. Sandy Grey ware, cf type 34. LCS 333. 

LCS 333. 65. Micaceous Grey ware. LCS 333. 
38. As Exeter Mortarium Fabric Group 5. Pronounced 66. Fortress ware D. On the upper surface of the rim, 

crack in neck. LCS 2020. there is gold-mica dusting, which also occurs on 
39. Fabric as 38. LCS 333. Fortress ware B, type 21. LCS 333/491/496. 
40. Fabric 451. LCS 333. 67. Fabric and finish as 56, flange removed and frac-
41. Buff ware type 2, probably imported, LCS 333. ture ground smooth. LCS 333. 
42. Buff ware type 1, probably imported. LCS 348. 68. South-Western BBl, cf type 51. LCS 333. 
43. Buff ware type 2, probably imported. LCS 333. 69. Fortress ware C. LCS 333. 
44. Central Gaulish glazed ware. LCS 2029. 70. Fortress ware D. LCS 333. 
45. Indented beaker. Light pink fabric with ferrous 71. Strainer. Hard grey fabric with polished exterior 

inclusions; gold mica-dusting externally. LCS surface, band of dark grey paint. LCS 333. 
333. 72. Tazza. Sandy buff fabric with some mica and 

46. Indented beaker. Combed grey ware; mid grey occasional red ferrous inclusions. LCS 333. 
fabric with lighter core; white quartz inclusions 73. Amphora lid. Sandy buff fabric with numerous 
up to 7mm across and some mica. Probably from small quartz, black grit and ferrous inclusions. 
South Wales (RFE, 155). LCS 341. Diameter 103mm. LCS 2030. 

47. Biconical beaker. Terra Nigra-type fabric 373. 74. Orange fabric with occasional small white quartz 
LCS 333. inclusions and frequent small mica plates. The 

48. Sandy Grey ware, type 2. LCS 333. upper surface is covered with a thin mottled dark 
49. Narrow-mouthed jar? Fortress ware C. LCS 333. red slip. LCS 333. 
50. Fortress ware C, cf Fortress ware A, type 14.1. 75. Mortarium fabric FC4 (Gallia Belgica), type 

The rim and neck are largely complete and show TC26. Stamped Q. Valerius Veranius (Fig. 11,2). 
no scars resulting from the attachment of han- Heavily worn. c 65-100 [KFH]. LCS 346. 
dIes. However, there is a sherd from the same 76. Thirteen fragments (some modern fractures), some 
context which probably comes from the shoulder joining, from a worn mortarium oftype TBI4, in 
of this vessel and preserves the stub of a looped fabric FB41 (Exeter Mortarium Fabric Group 3). 
handle of ovoid section. LCS 2030. One fragment burnt. There is a potter's stamp 

51. South-Western BBl, type 6 (butt-beaker imita- impressed diagonally across the flange (?Volaeti 
tion). LCS 2025. or Volati; Fig. 11,4). The potter seems clearly to 

52. Fortress ware B, cf type 3 and Fortress wares A, have been inspired by the makers of Gillam form 
type 11.2, and C, type 3.1. LCS 2024. 238 (Exeter types TC22-29), and a date within 

53. Hand-Made Grey-Burnished ware, type 4 but the period c 65-100 is probable [KFH]. LCS 333. 
miniature version. LCS 333. 77. Mortarium fabric FB28 (Exeter Mortarium Fab-

54. Hand-Made Grey-Burnished ware, type 4.1. LCS ric Group 4), form similar to TB16 with the com-
497. bination of concentric scoring and grit on the 

55. South-Western BBl, decorated with finger impres- interior. Although this vessel shows some evi-
sions above lattice, perhaps type 8, but possibly as dence of wear, it is at best a poor second. It has 
South-East Dorset BBl, type 1. Decoration with been heavily overfired resulting in a dense grey 
finger impressions on BBl has not been recorded fabric and the original white slip has turned light 
before at Exeter and is a feature of Durotrigian buff. Similar effects can be observed on flagon 
pottery (eg Maiden Castle: Wheeler 1943, Fig. 34 which was probably a product of the same 
66,104-5, from pre-Roman levels). LCS 2036. industry [KFH]. LCS 333. 

56. Grey fabric with occasional quartz inclusions, 78. Slightly more than a third of the rim of an appar-
slightly micaceous, dark grey slip. LCS 2025. ently unused mortarium in Fabric FB38 (Exeter 

57. South-Western BBl, type 46.3. The surfaces of Mortarium Fabric Group 5). There are three faint, 
this vessel have been fired to an even light red transverse cracks across the rim, which could per-
colour, thus accentuating the imitation of samian haps be waster cracks. One stamp survives 
ware. LCS 2025. (Severus ... (?), Fig. 11,5-6), impressed along the 

58. Fortress ware D with external cream slip. LCS flange, near to the spout on the left-hand side (fac-
333. ing). Although there is less rim surviving on the 

59. Fortress ware D. LCS 2025. other side of the spout, enough is preserved to 
60. South-Western BBl, type 42. LCS 333. strongly suggest that there was only the one stamp 
61. Sandy Grey ware, type 34. LCS 333. on the vessel [KFH]. LCS 333. 
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79. Half of the rim of a mortarium in the same fabric 
as 78; only the upper part of the wall survives but 
there is no indication of wear. There are a few 
slight traces of widely spaced grooves on the 
flange but less definite than on 81. A stamp from 
the same die as 78 (Severus ... (?), Fig. 11,5-6) 
is impressed along the flange on the right-hand 
side (facing) [KFH]. LCS 333. 

80. Nine joining sherds making up virtually all of the 
rim of an unused mortarium; fabric as 78. There 
is one faint transverse crack in the rim, continu
ing further down the wall of the vessel. The ves
sel was not stamped [KFH]. LCS333. 

81. Two joining sherds making up about one quarter 
of an unused mortarium, fabric as 78. Two small 
joining sherds are probably from the same ves
sel. There are five slight, widely spaced grooves 
on the flange, mostly about 10mm apart. There 
is one minor, faint transverse crack on the flange. 
Insufficient of the vessel survives to indicate 
whether or not it had been stamped. LCS 333. 

Mortaria 78-81 are obviously from one workshop and 
can all be attributed to the hitherto unknown potter 
Severus or Severus Vir-. As often happens, the 
person stamping 78-9 left finger depressions be
neath the stamp, where it was supported on the 
underside of the flange. None of the four shows any 
sign of use. The rim profiles, taken as a group, fit 
a date within the period c 50-90 and clearly pre
date those of Vitanius, who worked in the 
Bartholomew Street area at a later date. Interest
ingly, Sever. .. (?) follows the practice found in 
south-west England of stamping along or diago
nally across the rim, instead of at right-angles to 
the circumference as elsewhere in Britain [KFH]. 

82. Mortarium fabric FB 11 (Exeter Mortarium Fab
ric Group 5), type TB25. c 70-120. LCS 2026. 

Vessels Stratified In The Dumps Filling 
The Second Fortress Ditch At Friernhay Street 
Phase A (Figure 16) 
83. South-Western BBl, type 44. FH 787. 
84. Fortress ware D, burnished surfaces, type 7. FH 

785. 
85. Fortress ware D, imitation of samian Dr. 18. FH 

787. 
86. Mortarium fabric FB38 (Exeter Mortarium Fab

ric Group 5). c 50-120 [KFH]. FH 786. 
87. Mortarium fabric FBI (Oxford). Worn. c 100-

140 [KFH]. FH 784. 

Phase B 
88. Gritty Grey ware. FH 783. 
89. South-Western BB1, cf type 39 which has a cor

don at the junction of the neck and body. FH 783. 

90. South-East Dorset BB1, cf South-Western BB1, 
type 63. FH 783. 

91. South-Western BB1. Only a small fragment of 
this vessel survives but it appears to be oval rather 
than circular and hence may fall into the category 
of a 'fish dish'. In South-East Dorset BB1 this 
type does not occur before the mid 3rd century 
(type 61), so this vessel may represent a rare 
South-Western BBl variant. FH 783. 

Phase C 
92. South-Western BB1, cooking-pot with groove on 

lip of rim, as type 39. FH 776. 
93. South Devon ware, jar with combed and grooved 

decoration on body and also on top of rim, cf 
type 11. FH 776. 

94. Severn Valley ware tankard. Slightly micaceous 
fabric, orange/buff with grey core, small white 
and black inclusions. FH 776. 

95. South-Western BB1, type 72.3. FH 776. 
96. Plain-rimmed dish with projecting lug. South

Western BB1, cf type 96. FH 776. 
97. Mortarium fabric FC4 (Gallia Belgica), akin to 

type TC48. c 150-200+. FH 776. 

Sections 27 and 34 
98. Micaceous Grey ware, type 26. FH 936. 
99. Micaceous Grey ware. FH 934. 
100. Fabric identical to 406. FH 936. 
101. South-East Dorset BB1, cf types 52 and 54. FH 

936. 

Vessels Stratified In Miscellaneous Deposits 
102. 'Chocolate' colour-coated ware, pentice

moulded beaker cf RFE Fig. 23,25. FH 556.1, 
4th century. 

103. Lezoux black colour-coated beaker. PS 1598, 
3rd-4th century. 

104. Fine pink micaceous fabric with occasional fer
rous inclusions. Matt red exterior slip. LCS 
2022, mid 2nd century. 

105. Terra Nigra-type fabric 372. Shallow dish or 
lid. BSE 665, not closely dated. 

106. As Exeter Mortarium Fabric Group 5. LCS 
2020, mid 2nd century. 

107. Soft pale pink fabric with occasional small 
rounded soft white inclusions. External buff slip. 
Possibly a Colchester product, cf Hull 1963, 
Fig. 69, 14 and Fig. 70, 13 (kiln products). PS 
532, 2nd century. 

108. Cupped-rim flagon. South-East Dorset BB1, cf 
South-Western BB1, type 1. FH unstratified. 

109. South-Western BB1, cf types 20.3 and 24.5. 
FH 768, 2nd century or later. 

110. Narrow-mouth jar. South-Western BB1, type 
2.1. ES 757, mid 2nd century or later. 

111. Bowl with channel around the rim (Brailsford 
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1958, type 3). This is the first example of this 
form from Exeter, although cf Tiverton 
(Holbrook forthcoming No . 63). South-West
ern BB1. BSE 58, not closely dated. 

112. South-Western BBl, type 43 .1. FH 802, C 125-
140/60. 

113. South-Western BB1. Bead-rim bowls with cor
dons under the rim are known from certain or 
probable pre-Roman contexts at Tollard Royal, 
Gussage All Saints and South Cadbury (RFE,96) 
but this vessel from Exeter is best compared 
with similar examples from Roman contexts at 
Ilchester (Leach 1982, Fig . 77,436, 438). FH 
819, late 1 st century. 

114. South-Western BB1, type 47. BSE 90, not closely 
dated. 

115. South-Western BBl, surfaces probably deliber-
ately oxidised in firing. NP 98, not closely dated. 

116. Fortress ware A. BSE 65, not closely dated. 
117. Fortress ware A, type 16 . CA 954, C 150- 200. 
118. Fortress ware C, type 4. BSE 58, not closely 

dated. 
119. Fortress ware C. NP 111.3, post-Roman dark 

soil. 
120. Fortress ware D, Dr. 30 imitation. LCS 2021, 

mid 2nd century. 
121. Fortress ware D, Dr. 30 imitation. FH 771, 

early Antonine. 
122. Fortress ware D. FH 420, not closely dated. 
123 . Sandy Grey ware . BSE 687.2, not closely dated. 
124. Micaceous Grey ware. BSE 47, late 3rd century 

or later. 
125. Hand-Made Grey-Burnished ware, cf type 1. 

FH unstratified. 
126. Micaceous Grey ware, incised decoration, cf 

types 30-43. PS 3063, later 2nd century? 
127. Micaceous Grey ware, incised decoration. FH 

366, 4th century. 
128. Micaceous Grey ware. ES 571, Hadrianic

Antonine. 
129. Norton Fitzwarren ware. PS 1244, late Antonine. 
130. South Devon ware, cftypes 15 and 16. FH 556, 

4th century. 
131. Gabbroic ware. FH unstratified. 
132. Gabbroic ware, sherd with cordon. PS 3210, 

not closely dated. 
133. Gabbroic ware, handle with central ridge and 

stabbed decoration in flanking grooves. FH 595, 
3rd-4th century? 

134. Gabbroic ware. FH 339.3, mid 2nd century or 
later. 

135. Gabbroic ware. BSE 393, not closely dated. 
136. Micaceous light orange fabric with occasional 

ferrous inclusions. LCS 125, unstratified. 
137. Slightly micaceous mid grey fabric with lighter 

surfaces. Inclusions include pieces of slate or 
shillet up to 5mm in length. Burnished exterior 

and base of neck on interior. Perhaps a product 
of one of the Somerset grey ware industries. PS 
1432, 3rd-4th century. 

138. Gritty Grey ware. FH 591, late 3rd-4th century. 
139. Gritty Grey ware. PS 1807, C 160-200. 
140. Hand-Made Grey-Burnished ware, type 6. NP 

127, late 3rd-4th century. 
141. Gritty Grey ware. Body sherd (not joining) has 

acute lattice decoration. Burnished exterior sur
face . FH 339.4, mid 2nd century. 

142. Savernake ware storage jar (Swan 1975, Fabric 
1, Fig. 4, 51-2). FH 948, early Antonine. 

143. Fortress ware C. FH 782, first half 2nd century. 
144. Black sandy ware; much coarser than the grey 

combed ware which might have come from South 
Wales (as Fig. 14, 46), and perhaps a local 
imitation. ES 755, not closely dated. 

145 . Rim of a very large amphora-like jar. Very sandy 
orange-red fabric with internal and external 
cream slip . LCS unstratified. 

146. Mortarium fabric FC1 (?Spain), cf type TC4. 
Slightly burnt. Pre-Flavian or early-Flavian. FH 
unstratified. 

147. Mortarium fabric FCl (?Spain), type TC5. LCS 
2020, mid 2nd century. 

148. Mortarium fabric FC4 (Gallia Belgica), cf type 
TC49. C 150-200 or later. ES 568, 2nd-mid to 
late 3rd century. 

149. Mortarium fabric FC5 (Gallia Belgica), cf type 
TC50. C 150-200 or later. AC 621, mid-late 
Antonine. 

150. Mortarium fabric FC2 (Gallia Belgica), cf type 
TC47. C 140-230. FH 735, Antonine. 

151. Mortarium fabric FC4 (Gallia Belgica), closest 
to type TC35. ?100-150. FH 930, first half 2nd 
century. 

152. Mortarium fabric FBI (Oxford), C 100-140. ES 
1428, late 3rd century or later. 

153. Mortarium fabric FB7 (Hampshire, Sussex or 
Surrey). C 160-230. ES 4, mid 2nd century or 
later. 

154. Mortarium fabric FB28 (Exeter Mortarium Fab
ric Group 4). Very well worn. 1st century. CA 
591, late 3rd-early 4th century. 

155. Mortarium in a fabric similar to FB36 (with 
cream slip) although the fabric of this vessel 
contains very many soft white inclusions (Ex
eter Mortarium Fabric Group 4) . C 50-65 . FH 
unstratified. 

156. Very hard fine textured dark red fabric with a 
grey core. Few visible inclusions. Cream slip. 
Close to FB 28 (Exeter Mortarium Fabric Group 
4) ?80-120. FH 338, 2nd century? 

157. Mortarium fabric FB37b (Exeter Mortarium Fab
ric Group 1). C 60-100. BSE 85, not closely dated. 

158. Mortarium fabric FB36 (Exeter Mortarium Fab
ric 4). 1st century. LCS 3091, unstratified. 
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159. Fabric approximates to FB29 but the trituration 
grit was probably all quartz (Exeter Mortarium 
Fabric Group 1) . Stamped twice with both im
pressions fairly close together and running across 
the flange (Fig. 11, 7). Heavily worn [KFH) . 
BSE 3611362, unstratified. 
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