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Braithwaite, C. Daniels, A. Fitzpatrick, B. Ford, K. 
Greene, M. Hassall, N. McQ. Holmes, E. King, R. 
Perrin, V. Rigby, M. Roxan and Prof. J. Wilkes. T. 
Hassall (Secretary RCHME) and Prof. M. Carver have 
kindly granted me access to the York Minster Excavation 
archive in advance of the RCHME publication and per­
mitted me to include illustrations based some unpub­
lished pottery drawings by R. Perrin; I am also grateful 
to G. and K. Maxwell for their help and hospitality. 

2. The latest record of Legio IX in Britain is an inscription 
from York dating to December 107!8 (RIB 665); its 
subsequent movements are still the subject of debate, but 
for the latest discussion see Keppie 1989. However, the 
marked drop in samian at York between ellO and el25, 
significantly more than is normal in Britain for this date­
span, suggests the absence of a garrison for a substantial 
part of the period (Dickinson and Hartley 1971, 128-
32). 

3. The context of this kiln site, hitherto associated with 
Legio IX Hispana has been reconsidered in detail by the 
author in a forthcoming paper on soldiers and potters in 
Legio VI Victrix in the Hadrianic-Antonine period. 

4. Vessels characteristic of the Aldwark and Adam's Hy­
draulics Workshops occur in quantity in the colonia at 
Bishophill, in the pre-terrace deposits (Phase 1), which, 
from the black-burnished ware (BB2) present, have a 
terminus post quem of at least cAD 180, also in the 
terrace make-up which probably dates from at least the 
first decade of the 3rd century (Perrin 1981, 78-84). An 
alley rubbish dump between two barracks excavated 
under York Minster has produced similar material (York 
Minster Archive; pottery report by R. Perrin in Phillips 
and Heywood forthcoming). 

5. Only one fragment of a head-pot (an eye) is known from 
the Ebor Brewery site, but unlike the cooking-wares, 
such vessels would not have been mass produced, but 
probably manufactured in response to individual orders; 
wasters might, therefore, have been relatively few. The 
fabrics of the York head-vases are, in fact, slightly 
different from the kitchen wares made in the Aldwarkl 
Adam's Hydraulics workshops; this could suggest that 
they were made in another local pottery, as yet unlocated. 

6. I am grateful to Prof. Anthony Birley for drawing my 
attention to this new and improved reading. Unfortu­
nately the lettering of the inscription is insufficiently 
clear to determine whether Saturninus' post was in Bri­
tannia Inferior or Superior. As an officer, he would have 
been in a better position to finance his long journey home 
after discharge, than the ordinary soldiers discussed 
below. 

7. IL Alg. I, 3748; IL Alg. I, 539 CIL VIII.l, 5180 + 
17266); the latter legionary probably retired to his native 
land soon after AD 211 (Birley 1971,95, Note 92). 

8. This inscription is not more closely dated. 
9. I am grateful to John Mann for advising me on the 

probable dates of the last two tombstones, based on 
stylistic considerations; in addition, he has suggested to 
me, that the first three soldiers may have been unusually 
eager to return to their African homelands, because they 
had not been in Britain very long, perhaps having been 
brought there by Severus a relatively short time before 
their discharge was due. 

10. The activity at Holt of the Cohors I Sunicorum may now 

be dated to not much before cAD 235 (Stephens 1989, 
224-6). The unit is unlikely to have contained African 
soldiers and appears to have been making tiles only. 

11. Greene's (1977) consideration of Holt and other 'legion­
ary' pottery in Britain tended to concentrate on fine 
wares (usually forms widespread on the continent), at the 
expense of the culinary vessels, which are generally 
better stylistic indicators of the origins of their makers. 
It is hoped to explore the context and affinities of the 
Holt pottery in a future paper. 

12. A number of culinary vessels with North African affini­
ties were not recognised as such by Anderson. The 
Cohors I Hamiorum Sagittariorum, one of two succes­
sive units which had occupied the Bar Hill fort, had been 
raised in Syria, but the forms of the kiln-products are not 
characteristic of this region (cf Dyson 1968). 

13. Several African-type probable kiln-products, additional 
to those published with the kiln, can be distinguished 
among the material from old excavations in the fort; 
these include part of a very small head-vase (Robertson 
et al 1975, 156, Fig. 53, 112). 

14. A detailed discussion of the kiln and a reconsideration of 
other aspects of the material from this and a number of 
other Antonine Wall forts is embodied in a paper cur­
rently in preparation. A personal examination of pottery, 
apparently locally-made, from several Other sites on the 
Antonine Wall, (eg at MUl9f-iHs, Croy Hill, Balmuildy, 
Bearsden, and possibIV-()ld Kilpatrick and Cadder), 
together with other types of evidence, suggests that some 
of it might either belong to this period or have similar 
affinities. 

15. Jarrett and Mann (1970, 204, note 193) suggested that 
this inscription would best fit an early 3rd century date; 
Mann (1988, 135) has since assigned it to the "late­
second or early-third century". 

16. These mortaria, which mostly depend on the Antonine 
Wall context at Bar Hill for their dating, are most likely 
to have reached the site in the baggage of soldiers from 
the three legionary fortresses. 

17. Several vessel types more normal to Britain and! or the 
north-western provinces were also made at Cramond 
simultaneously (inf B. Ford). 

18. Analysis by M. Gilling (formerly of the University of 
Bradford), as part of a SERC- and Historic Scotland­
financed programme to examine pottery possibly manu­
factured in Scotland, suggests a local source for this 
Cramond ware (inf N. McQ. Holmes), similar to that 
used for Inveresk ware (Swan 1988; Tomber 1988). 

19. I am grateful to Paul Bidwell for generously supplying 
information in advance of his publication. 

20. Cramond ware is totally absent at South Shields. For the 
Severan period, the pottery there is heavily dominated by 
Black-burnished ware 2 (BB2), with proportionately lit­
tle Black-burnished ware 1 (BBI). In contrast, at Cramond, 
BBI is substantially more common than BB2 (inf B. 
Ford). 

21. If a detachment of Legio II Augusta was at Cramond and 
had brought some of its own supplies with it, this might 
explain the predominance of BBl vessels there (see 
n.19), since the ware was particularly plentiful at Caerleon 
at all periods, the fortress being within reasonably easy 
access by sea from the Dorset BBI production-centres. 

22. This could indicate that the Sixth Legion never formed 
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part of the permanent garrison at Carpow, long a matter 
of speculation. The relatively small amount of pottery 
surviving from this site, however, argues caution, and 
excavation of some of the rubbish-pits visible on air­
photographs would be a worthwhile investment. 

23. A number of African-type Ebor ware casseroles were 
found in the same sewer deposit and drawn with a view 
to publication, but inexplicably omitted from the final 
report (Whitwell 1976; drawings in the archive of York 
Archaeological Trust; inf R. Perrin). 

24. The 'water-pipes' manufactured at Holt, which supplied 
Chester (Grimes 1930, Fig. 60,107-13) are rather greater 
in length and diameter than an average vaulting-tube, and 
are unlikely to have been used for this purpose. The 
material surviving from the Holt excavations is clearly a 
very selective sample, and the absence of vaulting tubes 
among it does not preclude the Chester tubes from having 
been made there, perhaps at the same time as the 
Antoniniana tiles (c213-222). Further excavation on that 
very extensive works-depot, of which only a small frac­
tion has been explored, is clearly highly desirable. 

25. John Casey has drawn my attention to the presence at 
Caerleon of several Severan coins emanating from east­
ern mints, which he suggests, may have been brought to 
the site by troops who had served in the east, and had 
been transferred to Britain at that period. Such imports 
could have arrived with soldiers from North Africa. 

26. I owe this suggestion to Professor Anthony Birley. 
27. I am grateful to Dr David Breeze for commenting on 

this. 
28. Thanks are due to John Mann for pointing this out to me. 
29. At a very rough estimate, three legions of 6000 men 

each, with each man serving 25 years, would have 
needed not less than 720 replacement British citizens per 
annum; this does not even allow for the numerous deaths 
and early discharges that would have occurred, so the 
total recruitment requirement per annum was probably 
very much higher. 

30. I am grateful to Professor Anthony Birley for discussing 
with me the implications of the presence of Severus and 
his entourage in York, and for several suggestions which 
I have gratefully incorporated in the preceeding para­
graph. 

31. The authors of these reports made it clear that they had 
been extremely cautious in their conclusions; the true 
figures for burials of African-type people may, perhaps, 
be larger, or some of the population with mixed charac­
teristics could perhaps be the progeny of African and 
Romano-British unions. 

32. In the York fortress, the excavations under the Minster 
have produced an abnormally high percentage of North 
African cylindrical oil amphorae (Williams 1990, 342-
3, 346). The context and significance of this material is 
to be discussed by the author and Brenda Heywood in a 
future paper. 

33. Some of the forms of the fine sigillata Claire B/lucente, 
also local to southern France, appear to have been 
influenced by African vessel types (Desbat 1988). 

34. Such types occurred together in deposits under York 
Minster (Phillips and Heywood forthcoming), and at 
Bishophill, in the early 3rd century terrace make-up and 
in features immediately preceeding it (Perrin 1981, Fig. 
28, 330, 340, 364). Additionally, at least 15 butt-jars 

were represented in the Trentholme Drive Cemetery 
(Gillam 1968, 64-7, Figs. 22-3, 48-53, 55 and 57-64). 

35. Similar jars with triangular flat-topped rims, possibly of 
York origin, have been recorded at Housesteads (Birley 
1962, Fig. 3, 6) and at ChesterholmlVindolanda (Bidwell 
1985, Fig. 74, 227); the profile of a vessel from Ebchester 
(Maxfield and Reed 1975, Fig. 11,5) closely resembles 
jar no. 44, but its context is inappropriately early. 

36. At least one example was stratified in the Bishophill 
terrace deposit (Perrin 1981, 84), and the type was also 
well-represented in the Trentholme Drive cemetery 
(Gillam 1968, Figs. 23-4, 66-72). 

37. The form has a long ancestry in the western Mediterra­
nean, with earlier versions, with a rather longer rim 
(also with a pronounced internal cut-back) occurring in 
the late 1st and early 2nd century in Spain and Italy. 
Production of the later, more developed, and more trian­
gular profile, such as occurs in the Languedoc, appears 
to have been more localised. Further details are dis­
cussed by the author and V. Rigby in a forthcoming 
paper. 

38. I am indebted to Edna King (York Excavation Group) for 
allowing me to include this a]lttVessels 28, 37, and 38 in 
advance of her full publication of the Borthwick kiln 
dump. 

39. The Appletree Farm head-pot fragment occurred in the 
phase 11 ditch of a road, which apparently post-dated the 
early-mid 2nd century pottery production on the site, and 
probably derived from later domestic occupation known 
in the vicinity. 

40. The hair-style often seems to have executed by an applique 
method; ie an extra layer of clay was luted on to the top 
and back of the preformed vessel and the hair arrange­
ment was then incised or modelled in situ from this. In 
the course of kiln-firing, the additional clay did not 
always bond properly with the rest of the pot, and areas 
of hair sometimes laminate and become detached from 
the vessel, thus revealing this technique. 

41. I am grateful to Louise Hird for information on the 
pottery; for details of the contexts and associations 
which follow, I thank Andrew Fitzpatrick, who is pre­
paring for publication the results ofthe late Peter Scott's 
excavations at Piercebridge. 

42. A 'primary silt' context was quoted by Braithwaite 
(1984, 119), but the stratigraphy has since been re­
interpreted (Fitzpatrick forthcoming). 

43. Casey (1989, 41-2) has suggested that the very substan­
tial number of high value silver coins of the Severan 
period from a votive deposit recovered from the bed of 
the Tees at Piercebridge, when taken in conjunction with 
the other evidence from the site, probably reflects a 
legionary presence there at this period. 

44. The Newcastle and Carvoran dedications honouring Julia 
Domna may both have been surmounted with her statue 
(Daniels and Harbottle 1980, 71; RIB 1791: but for an 
alternative interpretation of the latter see Stephens 1984) 

45. Examples occur at Netherby and Newcastle upon Tyne 
(RIB 976; Daniels and Harbottle 1980), Ribchester and 
Risingham (Domnajointly with Caracalla; RIB 590, RIB 
1235), at Carvoran (Domna by implication; RIB 1791), 
and probably at Silchester (RIB 68). For several similar 
contemporary, but incomplete, dedications to Caracalla, 
which may have originally mentioned Julia Domna as 
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well, see Jarrett and Mann 1970, 201, note 179. The 
SiIchester inscription (RIB 68), more likely to Domna 
than to Mammaea, refers to her as mother of the senate 
and of the army. 

46. The distribution and affinities of Hadrianic-Antonine 
Ebor ware is discussed by the author in forthcoming 
paper. 

47. In addition, only a small amount of Hadrianic-Antonine 
Ebor ware is present among a large body of material 
examined by the author in connection with the publica­
tion of the Malton vicus excavations, undertaken by L.P. 
Wenham in the 1960s (B. Heywood and L.P. Wenham 
forthcoming) . 

48. From recent excavations at South Shields it seems that 
Legio VI (or a detachment) built the mid-Antonine (Pe­
riod 4) fort and the Severan (Period 5) extension, but it 
clearly never constituted the unit in garrison (inf P. 
Bidwell). 

49. This has been made possible through the late John 
Gillam's card index of pottery vessels, now expanded 
and updated in conjunction with John Dore in prepara­
tion for a new edition of Types of Coarse Pottery Vessels 
in Northern Britain. Thanks are due to the Society of 
Antiquaries of London, the Haverfield Trust, and the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland for grants in this 
connection. 

50. In many older excavation reports, the criteria for the 
selection of vessels for publication are not usually stated. 
Even so, North African-type casseroles are of such 
distinctive and unusual form, that had they been present, 
it seems highly likely that most would have been illus­
trated. 

51. The occupation of Birrens is thought to have ended in 
about the mid-180s, though this is based on samian 
rather than coin evidence; many of the turrets had been 
abandoned by the end of the 2nd century. 

52. This revival of activity at Carlisle itself follows a period 
when the nearby military establishment of Stanwix on 
the Wall appears to have had greater strategic impor­
tance; I am grateful to lan Caruana, for this information, 
based largely on the coin evidence (Shotter 1990, 76, 
98). 

53. Not all the published information on the sealings is 
correct in every detail (inf I Caruana). 

54. Found, built into a barn, approximately 3 km S of the 
line of Hadrian's Wall, and about 4 km W of Carlisle, 
this inscription is generally thought to been derived from 
the Wall, but could equally have been removed from 
Carlisle itself. 

55. The most obvious African-related inscriptions at 
Corbridge comprise 

A. RIB 1131: a dedication by a centurion of Legio VI to 
Doliche, Caelestis Brigantia and Salus ; Caelestis was 
the daughter of the Syrian goddess Astarte, the mythical 
foundress of Carthage, and her worship was essentially 
African. It has been suggested that the equation of Juno 
Caelestis with Brigantia was developed in loyal compli­
ment to the Afro-Syrian dynasty of Severus, and perhaps 
in particular to Julia Domna (Joliffe 1941, 44, 53). 

B. RIB 1124 and 1129: two altars in Greek lettering dedi­
cated respectively to Herakles Tyrius (father of the 
tutelary goddess of Carthage) and the goddess Astarte 
who was part of the same triad. 

C. RIB 1127: a dedication by LegioII AugustatoDiscipulina 
Augustorum; Richmond (1943, 166-7) pointed out that, 
apart from a few dedications on Hadrian's Wall and its 
neighbourhood, the cult of Disciplina was rare in other 
provinces, except in Africa and Mauretania where it was 
associated with both the legion and with auxiliary troops; 
moreover, Augustorum could well refer to the Severi. 

D. The eastern cult of Dea Panthea, unique in Britain (RIB 
1135), and that of Dolichenus (evidenced by RIB 1131 
and architectural sculpture from a shrine) might also 
have been introduced with soldiers from North Africa. 

56. A number of the Severan coins at Corbridge emanate 
from eastern mints and are likely to have arrived with 
troops which had served in that part of the empire and 
been transferred to Britain (Casey 1988, 143); such 
soldiers could have comprised North African legionar­
ies. 

57. That detachments of the Sixth and the Twentieth were 
present at Corbridge simultaneously in the early 3rd 
century is evidenced by RIB 1125 and 1130; Legio 11 was 
also there in the Severan period (Rf!t1127). 

58. Carlisle has produced Hadrianic-r!onine Ebor ware 
forms well as the later types (Swan forthcoming). 

59. None of the material illustrated bhlow was included in 
the publication of the Blackfriars excavation; all vessels 
are based on archive drawings by J. Taylor. There are 
few 3rd century contexts on this site and the late Ebor 
wares were all residual or unstratified, except for one 
casserole, which occurred in a deposit broadly dated to 
"third to mid-fourth century" (Building Plot 2, Period 
9d-e). 

60. The vessel illustrated here came from a disturbed con­
text, but there are further examples from the site. I am 
grateful to Louise Hird for showing me the pottery from 
this and other Carlisle excavations and to lan Caruana 
for much helpful information on contexts. 

61. A catalogue of pottery in the HBMCE Corbridge Site 
Museum is now in progress, and 63 was noted in prelimi­
nary sorting (inf J.N. Dore). A publication of this 
compilation is particularly desirable, because ofthe very 
unusual nature of the garrisons on this site; moreover, 
much interesting late 2nd to 4th century pottery recov­
ered during the prewar levelling still survives in the 
collection. 

62. Unpublished; probably in Museum of Antiquities, The 
University, Newcastle upon Tyne; information from the 
late LP. GiIlam. 

63. The building inscription of a vexillation of Legio VI at 
Bewcastle, reused in a Period III building, and formerly 
thought to be Severan or later has now been shown to be 
probably mid-Antonine in date (Austen 1991, 17, Fig. 
8). 

64. All the pottery from these excavations has been exam­
ined by the author in connection with the forthcoming 
publication by B. Heywood and L.P. Wenham; I am 
grateful for permission to include these vessels based on 
unpublished drawings by Edna King. 

65. These vessels are assigned to Fabrics 16 and 22 respec­
tively in the report, but the excavator now considers that 
some of the fabric-groupings may be more general than 
originally suggested, and that not all vessels within each 
group are necessarily attributable to the same source or 
date-range. 
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66. Thanks are due to David Zienkiewicz for permission to 
include this and vessel 78 in advance of his forthcoming 
publication in J Roman Pottery Stud (this volume). 

67. Inf N. McQ. Holmes and B. Ford; I am grateful for 
access to this material and for permission to include (in 
advance of publication) illustrations based on archive 
drawings in Edinburgh City Museum. 

V.G. Swan. August 1992. 
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