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Despite the very large quantity of pottery previously 
reported from Caerleon excavations, remarkably little is 
from securely sealed contexts independently dated by 
coins and samian. The principal exception is the large 
assemblage from the Fortress Baths, excavated 1964-
81, which includes a number of closed groups, Flavian 
to 4th century (Greep 1986). Excavations on the site of 
the Legionary Museum, between 1983 and 1985, ex
plored a plot of the scamnum tribunorum which in its 
successive timber and stone phases almost certainly 
housed the praefectus castrorum (Zienkiewicz, 1993). 
This site, deeply stratified and with ample samian, 
produced some 712 individual vessels (including ampho
rae, mortaria and imported fine wares) from a series of 
context groups spanning the period c AD 75-200, and 
sufficient to form the basis for the establishment of the 
local type-series which is yet lacking. Recent excava
tions at a number of other Caerleon sites, however, have 
produced further material which would render detailed 
discussion premature, and it is hoped to present the 
combined results of pottery studies on these sites at some 
future date. For that work, the Museum site assemblage 
which is presented here should provide a firm founda
tion. It is with this independent value in mind, no less 
than to achieve a saving of space in another national 
journal, that this paper has been abstracted from the full 
excavation report which appears in Britannia 24. 

More than half of the assemblage (by minimum 
vessel numbers; 360 vessels in pottery groups 1-8) 
comes from primary timber levels, cAD 75 and after, 
securely sealed beneath the construction horizon of the 
first masonry buildings of site phase IlIa, which, on 
samian evidence, appear to have been raised not later 
than c AD 100 and perhaps as early as 85-90. This 
represents the largest purely Flavian (or conceivably 
Flavian-Trajanic) assemblage so far recovered from 
Caerleon, and as such merits some attention in this 
report; of the 'coarse pottery' a representative selection 
of 93 vessels is published here. From this assemblage, 
material which is definitely to be associated with the 
phase 11 structure which temporarily occupied part of 
the site is isolated as group 7, and treated together with 
pottery from construction levels of the phase IlIa build-
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ings which immediately replaced it (group 8). Of the 
later material (context groups 9-11 of phase I1Ib, 12-
14 of phase IVa; 15-16 of phase IVb and 17-18 of 
phase V) much is clearly residual, and a greater degree 
of selectivity has been exercised for economy of pub
lication, giving attention always to the latest dated 
pieces within each group. The essential samian ware 
from the site is fully published with the site report 
(Dickinson, in Zienkiewicz 1993), and with chrono
logical results set out in Table 1 and summarised as 
appropriate below. 

All pottery which was stratified in Roman context 
has been assigned to one of eighteen context groups (as 
defined in the catalogue of the coarse pottery, p. 97-
106 below), each comprising a series of spatially and! 
or stratigraphically related contexts. Within each group, 
comparison, principally of vessel rims, allowed the 
minimum number of vessels to be established, with 
duplicates then extracted by comparisons between 
material from each context group and all the others. 
Each vessel is identified by an unique archive number 
which is cited in the catalogue after an italicised context 
number (eg 150; 7.12 : context 150; context group 7, 
vessel 12). Where sherds from a single vessel appear 
in more than one context group, the vessel is assigned 
in the catalogue according to the earliest occurrence. 
For convenience of description and discussion, im
portedfine wares, amphorae, mortaria, pottery lamps, 
and the remainder of the coarse pottery are each brought 
together under separate headings; but material from 
any given context or context group may be reassembled 
with the aid of the archive numbers. For the principal 
phase groups, into which the catalogue of the coarse 
pottery is set out on p. 97-106, the associated fine 
wares, amphorae, mortaria and lamps are identified (by 
catalogue numbers) there also. Where reference is 
made to individual samian pieces, numbers refer to 
Brenda Dickinson's report in Zienkiewicz 1993. 

Summary of the Site Phases 

The primary (phase 1) buildings, of earthfast timber 
construction, were raised c AD 75. As part of a general 
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Table 1. Dating evidence for the context groups 

Context Phase Description Dated samian Coins 
Group Numbers as Numbers as 

published report published 
report 

1 Ib Occupation in courtyard portico, phase 1 (timber) Building A 6: 70-85 
10: 70-100 

2 Ia-b Various contexts associated with construction and occupation of 3=16: 60-80 6: 77-8 
phase 1 Building A 4: 70-85 7: 77-8 

5=17: 65-80 
8: 70-90 
23: 65-90 

3 1-11 Filling of Well I (courtyard of Building A) 4: 70-85 4: 72-3 
7: 75-95 
10: 70-100 
22: 65-95 

4 II-illa Filling of Well 11 (Room I, phase 11 Building A) 14: 70-85 
19: 60-75 
23: 65-90 
24: 65-80 

5 1-11 Various contexts; areas of Rooms 10-14 of phase I Building A, but 15: 70-85 3: 67 
not attributable to either of phase I or 11 buildings 20: 70-95 

21: 65-95 
25: 60-90 

6 1-11 All remaining contexts earlier than phase illa construction, but not 

I 
1=18: 70-85 9: 77-8 

otherwise assigned to phase 2: 70-85 
4: 70-85 

7 11 All levels certainly associated with construction and occupation of I 9: 75-100 2: 67 
phase 11 Building A 13: 80-110 

i 
8 illa All levels certainly associated with construction of phase illa 11: 80-110 

(masonry) Building A 12: 75-100 

9 IIIb Occupation in alley next to phase ill Building A 26: 100-20 
27: 100-20 
28: 100-20 
29: 100-20 
30: 100-20 
31: 130-50 

10 IIIb Occupation of Room 4, phase ill Building A 

12 IYa Construction levels in alley next to (masonry) Building A 32: 125-45 
33=37: 125-40 
35: 125-45 
36: 125-45 

13 IYa Construction levels, Building B 1: 49BC 

14 IYa Construction levels, Room 4, Building A 33: 125-40 
34: 125-45 
37: 125-40 
38: 140-60 

15 IYb Latest occupation, Room 4, Building A 

16 IYb Various contexts; all latest occupation beneath demolition deposits of 10: 81-96 
phase V 

17/18 V Demolition deposits mainly in Room 5, Building A; also includes 39: 160-90 5: 74 
material from latest occupation elsewhere in the building 40: 160-95 12: 161-75 

41: 165-200 
42: 160-200 
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programme of rebuilding at the fortress, which began 
perhaps c 8617 (Zienkiewicz 1991), the officer's house 
(ie Building A) was replaced by a permanent structure 
raised on stone footings. The extended process of 
construction of that building and others around it (in 
phase IlIa, completed probably before AD 100) re
quired the provision there of temporary timber-built 
accommodation (phase II). Following a period of 'nor
mal' occupation (phase IlIb, Trajan-Hadrian), the stone 
building was only once modified (phase IVa, perhaps c 
1301140) before its final and deliberate demolition 
(phase V, perhaps c 200). On coin evidence alone, 
activity on or near the site appears to have continued 
down to AD 346 or after. Where these can be distin
guished, constructional events are denoted phase la, 
IlIa etc, with occupational episodes given as phase Ib, 
I1Ib etc. Likely dates can be summarised as follows: 

Phase la cAD 74/5-77/8 
Phase Ib c AD 77/8-85/90 
Phase 11 c AD 85/90-90/100 
Phase IlIa cAD 901100 
Phase I1Ib cAD 901100-1301140 
Phase IVa cAD 1301140 
Phase IVb c AD 130/140-200 
Phase V cAD 200 
Phase VI c AD 200-346+ 

Dating Evidence 

The above conclusions as to the dates of the principal 
phases arise almost wholly from the evidence of the 

samian ware and the relatively few coins; having been 
fully discussed in the excavation report, these results 
need not be justified in any detail here. For present 
purposes, Table 1 conveniently lists all of the coins and 
published samian (with Dickinson's opinion as to date) 
arranged by 'context group', and from this readers may 
draw their own conclusions. 

For the Flavian assemblage (of phases I-IlIa), 
which forms the bulk of the published collection, it is 
necessary only to observe that the construction levels of 
the permanent masonry buildings of phase IlIa which 
sealed all contained nothing but south Gaulish samian 
(with latest pieces 11 and 13, both dated cAD 80-110) 
and latest coins of AD 77-8 (nos. 6 and 7, both scarcely 
worn and found together apparently in a construction 
level of phase la). All will likely belong to the last 
quarter of the 1st century, therefore. An apparent 
preponderance of samian form Dr 37 (vs. Dr 29) in 
phase 11 and IlIa context, as compared with phase la/ 
b, may suggest that the temporary phase 11 structure 
dates after the cessation of production of Dr 29, usually 
put c AD 85/90; but the sample is too small to admit 
of certainty, and we fall instead on the historical 
likelihood that the work of rebuilding in stone at Caerleon 
(of which this was undoubtedly a part) was begun in 
earnest in consequence of the withdrawal from Scot
land under Domitian, c 86/7 (Zienkiewicz 1991). 

Imported Fine Wares (Figure I) 

As many as forty vessels of various imported fine 
wares were noted, and all are reported here. Some hint 
of the changing pattern of fine ware supply to Caerleon 

Table 2. Fine ware supply by site phase (minimum no. o/vessels) 

Phase 
Context Group 
Date 

I-IlIa 
c 75- 90/100 

I1-IIIa 
c 85/90 -90/100 

IIIb 
c 90/100-130/40 

IVa 
c 130/40 

IVb 
c 130/40-200 

V-VI 
c 200-346+ 

TOTAL 

Lyon eGG 

3 

2 

5 2 

eGee Argonne Rhenish Other 

3 2 

8 

5 

6 

6 15 8 2 
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is offered by the Table 2, although definite conclusions 
can hardly be reached from so small a sample. 

Central Gaulish Glazed Ware 
Two vessels (1-2); one a two-handled cup, deposited 
Flavian-Trajan, the other a fragment of a mould-deco
rated flagon, Dechelette (1904, Pl.II) form 60, from a 
Flavian context. (See Greene 1979, 87-101, for flag
ons and the fabric generally; idem 1978b, 31-60, for a 
corpus of British examples and decorative detail; and 
Boon and Brewer 1981 for two complete bottles from 
Pennal, Merioneth, of probable early Flavian deposi
tion). The ware is essentially of pre-Flavian date, but 
Greep (1986, 92) notes five Caerleon occurrences, 
mostly Flavian, and mostly beakers, at the Fortress 
Baths; the neck of a flagon (Dechelette form 60, as 
Greene's (1979) type 2) from the Prysg Field was the 
sole example of the form then known from Caerleon. 
To these may now be added a fragment of another 
Dechelette 60 (published as 2a, below) recently found 
among unstratified material from the Amphitheatre 
excavations of 1926-7. 

1. Handled cup; crisp, cream-white fabric with lime
green glaze inside and out; decorated with 
barbotine dots in (?)lozenge zones; scar of single 
loop-handle close to rim (diameter 84mm). The 
form appears neither in Greene 1979 nor in 
Grataloup 1988, but is presumably a carinated 
cup with opposed handles similar to Greene's 
(1979) Fig. 41. 10, to which form (and the beaker 
Fig. 41.11) it is linked by the barbotine decora
tion. (225; 7.-) 

2. Fragment at shoulder of a flagon, Dechelette form 
60, in fine cream-white, micaceous fabric; glazed 
externally in pale lime-green, now patchy. Cor
don at base of upright neck, beneath which ro
settes (as Greene 1978b, Fig. 3.8, H7) are set at 
the quarters, with hounds (ibid, Fig. 3.8, AI) 
between, and bead row beneath. (279; 2.2) 

2a. Body sherd and lower handle attachment of a 
flagon, Dechelette form 60; fine cream fabric 
with a pale grey core; external glaze, pale green
ish-brown, mostly lost; maximum diameter about 
100mm. Bead row of impressed circles at girth, 
moulded cabled border above; between is a sin
gle moulded hare to right (probably as Greene 
1978b, Fig. 3.7, A3). Trace of another moulded 
figure, probably also an animal, in the upper zone. 
(Amphitheatre, unstratified; National Museum of 
Wales accession no. 35.119) 

Lyon Ware 
Five vessels, of which three (3, 5 and 6) occurred in 
Flavian contexts, and one (7) perhaps Flavian-Trajanic. 
Lyon ware regularly occurs in the earliest horizons at 
Caerleon, and in quantities which can hardly represent 

occasional survivals (Greep 1986, 90-2 and Fig. 37, 1-
15; also the lamps 1-2 below); excepting samian and 
the 'terra nigra' vessels reported below, the ware 
accounts for the largest proportion (by vessel numbers) 
of non-local table ware present in the Flavian assem
blage. That the currency of Lyon ware may have 
extended rather later than Greene allows (Greene 1979, 
13-42) is further indicated by its appearance at other 
forts of Flavian foundation in Wales (eg at Carmarthen, 
Loughor, Caersws and Segontium; P.V.Webster, pers. 
comm.), and evidence from Lyon itself is now sugges
tive of a production continuing down to the end of the 
1st century (Grataloup 1988). All of these forms, 
however, are reported at U sk, where most will prob
ably have originated in the pre-Flavian fortress. 

3. Cup of Greene's (1979) type 1.5; greenish-cream 
fabric, sand roughcast below moulded rim, cop
pery-brown slip with metallic sheen in part. (259, 
279; 2.1) 

4. Cup, as last; rim fragment only. Not illustrated. 
(150; 7-.) 

5. Beaker of Greene' s type 23, with grooved, everted 
rim, applied scales etc; fabric and slip as last, 
with sprinkling of sand internally; rim diameter 
69mm. (Well 2; 4.1) 

6. Large beaker of Greene's type 20.4; shoulder 
groove above sand roughcast, fabric and slip as 
last. (Pit in phase I Building A, Room 9; 6.2) 

7,8. Body and base sherds of two beakers, Greene 
type 20, roughcast with sand. Not illustrated. 
(167; 8.2, and unstratified; 19.2) 

Imported mica-dusted beaker 
Vessels similar to 9 (from Flavian context), undoubt
edly imported, occur in the pre-Flavian period at Usk 
(Greene 1979, 129 and Fig. 53, 5-7). Greene (ibid) 
cites examples with potters' stamps from Lincoln and 
Richborough (c AD 50-75), and suggests an origin in 
the 'Gallo-Belgic' area. Marsh, however, attributes a 
Rhineland origin to the type (Marsh 1978, 151 and Fig. 
6.9, his type 20) and reports numerous local copies; the 
form was copied also at Caerleon (eg Nash-Williams 
1929, Fig. 30, 37). The form appears also in blown 
glass, eg at Fishbourne (in Neronian to early Flavian 
context; Cunliffe 1971, 338-9, no. 37 and Fig. 138) 

9. Beaker, in crisp grey-buff fabric (but burnt and 
discoloured), with small raised bosses pushed out 
from the inside with a pointed tool; rim and ex
terior dusted with fine bronze-coloured mica. 
(Well 2; 4.2) 

Central Gaulish Colour-coated Ware 
Body sherds of five different beakers, roughcast with 
clay not sand (11-15: three Flavian, one Hadrianicl 
early Antonine; one residual in mid-late Antonine con-
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Fig. 1. Imported fine wares. Scale 1:2 
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text), and a beaker (10) with barbotine decoration 
(Flavian-Trajanic at earliest). (See Greene 1979,43-9, 
for the ware, and Greep 1986, 92 and Fig. 37, 18-20 
for other Caerleon examples) . All of the present speci
mens are of the hard, sometimes almost white, high
fired fabric which is typical of vessels of Flavian to 
Hadrianic date (Greene 1978a, 16-7, and idem 1979, 
43). 

10. Beaker with 'tear-drop' and 'hair-pin' barbotine 
decoration; cream fabric with bright, glossy or
ange-brown slip inside and out. For the type, see 
Greene 1978a, Fig . 2.3 , 2, and idem 1979, Fig. 
18.1. (Fragments of same vessel from: 170; 8.11 
95; 9.1 I 39; 12.1) 

11-15. Body sherds probably representing five dif
ferent roughcast beakers, all in fine cream-white 
or buff-cream fabric with orange-brown or brown
black slip, sometimes lustrous . None illustrated. 
(232; 1.1 I 232; 1.3 I 259; 3.0 I 34; 12.4 I 90; 
7.1) 

Pompeian Red Ware 
A single fragment (16) from the base of a platter, from 
a primary constructional context (c AD 75, therefore). 
Pompeian Red Ware occurs at Usk (Greene 1979, 129-
33) and occasionally in early levels at Caerleon (ibid, 
53) . No. 16 is probably of Peacock's fabric 3 (Peacock 
1977, 147-62; ? Auvernian) which is of the commonest 
occurrence at Usk. 

16. Base fragment from a platter; fabric hard pink
ish-brown, very sandy with dark mica etc. Upper 
surface only has a dense thick coating of an 
ochrous red slip; no grooves. Not illustrated. 
(Filling of a phase I post-trench; 2.3) 

'North Gaulish' or Argonne Colour-coated 
Wares 
The beakers 17-27 are of a distinctive fabric, less 
highly fired and crisp than the Central Gaulish colour
coated wares; typically buff, with a rather gritty or 
floury texture, it has occasional mica, quartz sand and 
ferruginous inclusions; slip is mid-brown to black al
most, and often with a metallic lustre. All are low
girth, bag-shaped beakers, some roughcast with clay 
particles, but others are plain or have barbotine deco
ration; rims vary from the simply everted to developed, 
grooved cornice rims. All but three of the eleven 
vessels represented occur in the context group 9 (phase 
IIIb) of Trajanic-early Hadrianic deposition; the re
mainder are from phase IVa levels, Hadrianic or early 
Antonine. The fabric compares with Anderson's 'North 
Gaulish fabric 2' (Anderson 1981, 335) for which a 
source in the 'vicinity of the Seine and its tributaries' 
was proposed; but reassessment of these products now 
demonstrates an origin in the Argonne area of north-

western Gaul (Blaszkiewicz and Dufournier 1989; 
Symonds 1990). On present evidence, this ware seems 
to have achieved dominance over other imported fine 
wares (samian excepted) at Caerleon in the period 
Trajan-Hadrian; it does not appear, however, among 
the very plentiful beakers from the frigidarium drain at 
the Fortress Baths (Greep 1986), but deposits of appro
priate date are lacking there . Anderson (1981, 342) 
notes the predominantly western distribution of the 
ware in Britain, deducing an introduction principally 
via the western ports; perhaps significantly, the allied 
Rhineland fabrics of her description (ibid, 336-9) are 
wholly lacking in this collection. 

17. Beaker, with cornice rim, not grooved; fabric 
pink-brown, with lustrous grey-brown slip. (95; 
9.8) 

18. Beaker with plain everted rim; fabric buff-cream, 
slip patchy dark grey-brown. (95; 9.6) 

19. Beaker with everted rim; fabric buff, slip matt 
dark brown. (95; 9.4) 

20. Beaker with everted, 'incipient' cornice rim; buff 
fabric, lustrous grey-brown slip. (95; 9.7) 

21. Beaker, as last. (95; 9.5) 
22. Beaker with cornice rim, roughcast, not indented 

(compare Anderson 1981, Fig. 19.3, 25). Buff 
fabric, slip dark- to orange-brown. (95; 9.9) 

23. Four body sherds of a beaker with barbotine 'tear
drop' and 'hair-pin' decoration (as 10 above); 
not joining and possibly representing more than 
one vessel. Fabric buff, slip brown-black and lus
trous. Not illustrated. (139; 9.2) 

24. Three body sherds of an indented beaker with 
barbotine decoration of horizontally-set leaves 
(comparable to a Cologne beaker, Anderson 1981, 
Fig. 19.1,4). Fabric buff, slip dark brown-black 
with bluish lustre. Not illustrated. (95; recorded 
as 12.2) 

25. Body sherd of a beaker rusticated with particles 
of white clay contrasting with the body; fabric 
buff, slip brown/black with bluish lustre. Not il
lustrated. (39; 12.2) 

26. Body sherd of a beaker, with circular barbotine 
blob (possibly a 'hunt cup'; fabric buff, slip 
brown-black. Not illustrated. (34; 12.5) 

27 . Body sherd of a beaker roughcast with clay par
ticles; dark grey core, orange outer, slip matt 
brown-black. Not illustrated. (40; 13.1) 

The cornice-rimmed beakers, 28-31, are of quite dis
tinct fabric from the above, being a very hard, high
fired granular ware (with few coarse inclusions), blue
grey, and in two cases tending to orange at one surface 
only. Where it can be made out (only on such oxidised 
surfaces), the slip is a rich brown colour. This answers 
to Anderson's 'North Gaulish fabric 1', also originat
ing in the Argonne, in which such a form is produced 
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(Anderson 1981, 332 and Fig. 19.3, 19-20). Two 
examples (28 and 30) have the internal, diagonal wipe
marks which Anderson considers typical of the indus
try. No. 28 is from a Flavian/Trajanic deposit; 29 (and 
31, below) is Hadrianic, and 30, Hadrianic-Antonine. 
31 is of yet another fabric, not determined, but prob
ably also an import. Such cornice-rimmed beakers 
were copied in Caerleon Ware and both imports and 
local imitations occur in abundance at the Fortress 
Baths in a drain deposit of c AD 150/60-230 (Greep 
1986, Fig. 28). Earliest examples of the form there are 
Flavian/Tra j anic. 

28. Beaker with cornice rim; roughcast. Fabric as 
above, orange to inner surface; rich brown slip. 
(205; 7.27) 

29. Beaker with cornice rim; ?roughcast. Fabric as 
above, blue-grey throughout; slip matt grey
brown, slight metallic lustre. (39; 12.7) 

30. Beaker with cornice rim. Grey core, orange-red 
outer; slip rich brown and slightly lustrous. Not 
illustrated. (41; 15.19) 

31. Beaker with cornice rim; ?not roughcast. Fabric 
fine grey-buff; patchy grey-brown slip. (39; 12.6) 

'Rhenish' Ware beakers 
The so-called 'Rhenish' wares (for which see Brewster 
1972 and Greene 1978a and 1978c) are so far quite 
uncommon at Caerleon, with only two examples ap
pearing in the published reports (Murray Threipland 
1969, Fig. 12, period 5a, 1; and Greep 1986, 78). The 
general absence of the ware from the ultimate deposits 
at the Fortress Baths drain, c AD 150/60-230, which 
are otherwise so rich in drinking-vessels of all kinds, 
must surely be significant, and a chronological factor 
may apply. 'Rhenish' wares, however, do occur in 
reasonable quantity in the main lateral drain of the civil 
settlement south-west of the fortress, filled c 130-230 
(unpublished excavations 1958 and 1962); and equally 
at the Mill Street site outside and to the east of the 
fortress. Of the present collection, only two body 
sherds (32-3) occurred in contexts of Hadrianic or 
Antonine date; these earliest specimens are of a fabric 
distinct from the Trier and Central Gaulish wares 
which alone make up the remainder, and are of unde
termined source. Nos. 34-40 are all from context group 
18, phase V, which appears to date c AD 200; of this 
minimum of seven beakers, all but one are certainly of 
Trier origin (ie 'Moselkeramik') and so, broadly, of 
later 2nd to mid 3rd century date. Beaker 40 is of the 
Central Gaulish fabric of Greene' s (1978c) description. 

32-7. Body, rim and base sherds, mostly of narrow
necked beakers, probably representing at least 
six vessels; fabric hard, fine and variously buff
orange, brick red, grey or blue-grey, with brown
black slip, often with bluish lustre. 34 only is 

illustrated. (16; 12.3 187; 16.1 1 219; 18.3 1 75; 
18.2 1 5; 18.1 1 79; 18.4). Also numerous other 
sherds of beakers in Trier fabric (5, 64, 72, 79; 
all context group 18), some indented, and some 
with rouletted (but not barbotine) decoration. 

38. Body sherd of indented beaker with rouletted girth
line decoration and fragment of motto (including 
the letter V) and floral motifs painted in white 
slip; grey core, orange outer, slip brown-black 
and lustrous. 'Moselkeramik' (Trier). (75; 18.6) 

39. Body sherd of indented beaker with rouletted girth
band and white slip-painted motif. Dark brick
red with grey core; slip brown-black and lustrous 
externally. Not illustrated. (Unstratified; 19.3) 

40. Base of a beaker on raised foot-stand. Orange
buff granular, and laminated, with much mica 
(Greene's Central Gaulish fabric); slip brown
black with bluish lustre. Not illustrated. (69; 18. 
-) 

Other imported fine wares 
White eggshell wares, as 41, are already known from 
rare examples at Caerleon, occurring eg at the Fortress 
Baths in Flavian-Trajanic context (Greep 1986, 53). 
Eggshell wares occur also at Holt where they may be 
of legionary manufacture (Grimes 1930, 163 and Fig. 
71, 171-4; and Greene 1977, 113), and at London 
(Marsh 1978, 129-31). White eggshell wares at Caerleon 
are hardly likely to be of local manufacture, however, 
for the necessary iron-free clay is not otherwise used; 
nor does their very rare occurrence hint at production 
for a legionary market. 

41. Body sherd of a vessel in eggshell ware (wall 
1.0mm), probably a conical beaker, with rouletted 
girth-bands. Fabric very fine, crisp, hard, cream
white, and unslipped. Not illustrated. (Un
stratified; 19.6) 

No. 42 is a poppy-head beaker of type produced at a 
number of centres in the London area and elsewhere 
(Tyers 1978), but rare at Caerleon; the only other 
Caerleon example known to me is from Flavian context 
at the Fortress Baths (Greep 1986, 62 and Fig. 20, 
4.18). The present context is Trajanic/early Hadrianic. 

42. Body sherd of a poppy-head beaker, with grid 
(?lozenge) of barbotine dots; fabric gritty grey 
with some mica; traces of a smooth dark grey 
slip externally. Not illustrated. (95; 9.48) 

Amphorae (Figure 2) 

On the basis of unique rim profiles and other vessel 
parts, and of distinctive fabric types, a very large mass 
of amphora sherds has been reduced to a minimum 
number of 37 vessels (and six stoppers), of which 25 
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are individually reported here. This number, and the 
relatively wide variety of forms which are included 
(Table 3), may be compared with the total of only 17 
or so Caerleon amphorae thus far published. Already 
represented are the following forms: Dressel 2-4; 
Dressel20, Dressel38; Gauloise 4; Camulodunum 184 
('Rhodian type'); the 'carrot' amphora, Camulodunum 
189; Peacock and Williams (1986) class 50; and only 
few others. The present collection includes three stamps 
apparently previously unknown (ie no. 5 on Dressel20; 
no.7 on Gauloise 4; and no. 13 on Dressel 38). 

For convenience of description, the vessels are 
brought together in Fig. 2 and are grouped here by 
type; the appended archive numbers allow re-integra
tion of published vessels with the appropriate context 
group. Where, through common usage, the names of 
amphora types (eg Dressel 20, Gauloise 4 etc) are 
readily understood, these are employed; otherwise, the 
classification of Peacock and Williams (1986; abbrevi
ated as P&W) is used. 

Dressel20 
Of nine vessels (including three unstratified, archive 
19. AI-3; not reported) which may be distinguished on 
the basis of rims and other parts, one occurred in 
Flavian context (1) and two Trajanic-early Hadrianic (3 
and 5); vessels in the Antonine group 17 may be 

residual there, as is much else, but the published pieces 
(4 and 6) seem of appropriate date. Body sherds were 
present throughout the sequence, Flavian to Severan. 
5 and 6 bear lettered stamps on the handle shoulder, 
indicative, most likely, of the estate owner rather than 
the potter, and all are of the usual Baetican fabric. The 
disc-shaped stoppers, 26-9, were probably employed 
with these vessels, the content of which was olive oil. 

1. Rim fragment. Comparable to Martin-Kilcher 
(MK) 1987 type 12 (mid to later 1st century; the 
MK series is conveniently reproduced in Peacock 
and Williams 1986, as Figs. 65-6). (277; 6.Al) 

2. Rim fragment. Perhaps MK types 22-5; late 1st 
to early 2nd century. (229; 7.Al) 

3. Rim fragment. As MK type 30; late 1st to mid 
3rd century. (95; 9.Al) 

4. Rim fragment. Perhaps MK type 36; mid 2nd to 
early 3rd century. (86; 17.Al) 

5. Handle fragment with upper attachment (not il
lustrated); above the handle-shoulder is the com
plete stamp ER.RVSC or ER.RV.SC, depending 
on whether a small dot, perhaps accidental, is 
read as a stop. Not in Callender 1965; and not 
known to C. Carreras (University of Southamp
ton; pers. comm.); probably a new type, there
fore. (139; 9.A3) 

Table 3. Occurrence of amphora types by site phase (minimum number of vessels) 

Phase 
Date Dr20 Gaul4 Dr38 Cam 186 Dr2-4 Other 

I-IlIa 
c 75-90/100 2 2 Rich. 527 

II-I1Ia 
c 85190-90/100 2 ? 

I1Ib 
c 901100-130140 2 2 2 2 Rich. 527 

IVa 
c 130/40 P&W45 

IVb 
c 130/40-200 ? 

V-VI 
c 200-346+ 2 3 

Unstratified 3 3 

TOTAL 9 8 8 4 3 5 
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Dressel 2-4 ('Koan Type'; P&W class 10) 
The type, principally employed for wine, was of long 
currency but appears to have been in decline by the 
later 1st century (Peacock and Williams 1986, 106; 
Sealey 1985, 27-50). Three vessels only (Flavian and 
Flavian-Trajanic) are represented; 19 is attributable to 
a Campanian source, but the distinctive fabric of the 
other main production centre in Tarraconensis is not 
present. 18 retains a resinous lining such as was applied 
only to vessels which were to contain wine. 

18. Body sherd, probably of DresseI2-4; fabric grey
buff with pink core. Dr C. Heron has analysed 
(by combined gas chromatographic mass 
spectrometer method) the powdery yellow organic 
material which adheres to the interior (Heron and 
Pollard 1988, 438-9), and finds its origin in the 
resin of Pinus pinaster, the European pine com
mon to most of the mediterranean area. Not illus
trated. (Well 2; 4.-) 

19. Body sherd at shoulder of a Dressel 2-4; fabric 
pale brick-red with cream slip to exterior. Tem
pering of black sand and inclusions of volcanic 
matter identify this as a Campanian fabric (Pea
cock and Williams 1986, 87). Not illustrated. 
(151; 7.A3) 

20. Handle and rim fragments, not joining, of a sin
gle vessel; fabric pinkish- or brownish-buff with 
powdery greenish-cream (?slipped) surfaces in
side and out. The handle is made of two rods, 
and is sharply peaked. (151, 181; 5.Al) 

Other forms 
The plain body sherds 21 (Flavian) and 22 (Trajanic/ 
early Hadrianic) are of a very distinctive fabric with 
glassy vesicular inclusions of volcanic origin; slight 
variation in fabric and widely-separated findspots indi
cate that they represent two different vessels. On fabric 
alone these are identified as the Peacock and Williams 
class 13 (Richborough 527 etc; identification kindly 
confirmed by Drs Peacock and Williams), common on 
southern British sites, and originating in the Naples 
area. Principal content is not known, but the broad 
similarity of form to the 'carrot' type might suggest 
that it was a fruit-based commodity (dates, figs or 
olives, perhaps) rather than oil or wine. 

Vessel 23 is of uncertain form, but its distinctive 
black sand tempering is indicative of Campanian origin 
(as 19, above); possibly Dressel 2-4. 

In both the manner of its handle attachment and 
low angle of the body above the shoulder, vessel 24 
(Hadrianic/ Antonine) corresponds most closely with 
Peacock and Williams's class 45 (Thomas's British 
Biv), which thin-walled and single- or double-handled 
form occurs in comparable fabric (Peacock and Williams 
1986, 189). The single-handled variety (as this seems) 
appears in the late 1 st century AD, and the class is very 

long lived; it appears to originate in the eastern Medi
terranean (perhaps Asia Minor), but its principal con
tent is unknown. 

Amphora 25 cannot be closely identified as to type. 
Although it bears similarity to Peacock and Williams's 
class 35, the so-called 'Late Roman North African' 
type, or related form (ibid, Fig. 84c; ie Keay's (1984) 
type LIX), the fabric does not agree and this possibility 
is further ruled out by its Antonine context. 

21. Three body sherds, not joining, of a single ves
sel, wall thickness 12mm. Fabric pale greenish
cream, with abundant coloured sand and coarse 
inclusions of volcanic glass, often vesicular. Not 
illustrated. (269; 2.A2) 

22. Body sherd, wall thickness 13-4mm; fabric as 
last but greener: a different vessel. Not illus
trated. (209; 1O.A4) 

23. Fragment of the conical spike of a vessel, diam. 
c 90mm; fabric buff with pale cream slip inside 
and out, with black sand. Not illustrated. (282; 
7.A4) 

24. Fragment at shoulder of fine-walled amphora 
(7mm) with lower attachment of strap-handle; 
highly micaceous fabric, surfaces pinkish-brown 
with pronounced micaceous glimmer, buff at core, 
and hint of a thin pinkish-brown slip to exterior. 
Not illustrated. (16, 84, 105, 139; 12.A1) 

25. Rim fragment; fabric red-brown, surface 
smoothed, possibly with a dark slip. (97; 15.23) 

Stoppers 
Thin disc-shaped stoppers (operculae) with small, pinched 
central lugs, were employed together with a 'plastic' 
cementing compound to seal certain classes of amphorae 
(Peacock and Williams 1986,51; Sealey 1985, 99). Four 
examples (Flavian-Antonine), of which most will have 
sealed the tapering necks of Dressel 20, for which 
purpose the diameters of 26-8 (all c 9Omm) are appro
priate; Dressel20s with stoppers in situ occur at Wroxeter 
(Atkinson 1942, Fig. 43, A14) and in the Port-Vendres 
11 wreck (Colls et a11977, Fig. 9.1; Fig. 14 and pp 38-
40 for many loose stoppers, probably for Dressel20, of 
diameter c 85mm). Size (diameter 74mm) and fabric 
would allow that the stopper 29 might have served as 
operculum of a Gauloise 4. The roughly-thrown, flask
like objects 30 and 31 (Flavian-Trajanic and Trajanic/ 
early Hadrianic) may also have served as hermetic seals 
for amphorae (Beltran Lloris 1970, 76-8), but the 
identification is disputed by Peacock and Williams (1986, 
51) who prefer to see them as containers in their own 
right. The fabric, however, is not local. 

26. Stopper in cream-coloured fabric. (232; 1.11) 
27. Stopper in grey-buff fabric. (285; 3.8) 
28. Stopper in orange-buff fabric; some golden mica 

as Dressel 20 fabric. (84; 9.24) 
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29. Stopper in cream fabric. Not illustrated. (5; 18.17) 
30. Fragment of a small globular vessel; wheel

thrown, with trace of a 'neck' with very small 
opening (8mm). Fabric pale buff. (167; 8.A1) 

31. Fragment of a globular vessel, as last (body diam. 
100mm); wheel-thrown with marked finger
grooves. Fabric greenish-cream. (139; 9.40) 

Mortaria 

The site has produced a minimum of 52 mortaria from 
all phases, of which 27 are undoubtedly of very local 
production and the remainder are imports. On the 
evidence of this site alone, the local industry appears 
always to have contributed about a half or more of the 
legion's requirement for mortaria, from c AD 75 to the 
Antonine period. The proportion of imports, however, 
decreased from the Trajanic period. Thus, in the essen
tially Flavian (or Flavian-Trajanic) context groups 1-
8, taken together, the ratio is 10 local to 11 imports; but 
in the Trajanic to early Antonine groups 9-16, the ratio 
is 11 local to 6 imports, with the red-slipped Caerleon 
Ware mortarium (as 21-7) then the dominant product. 
Of particular interest is the recognition of a locally
produced series of mortaria of Flavian and Flavian
Trajanic date (16-20) which appears to be the direct 
antecedent ofthat fully-developed Caerleon Ware type. 

Imported mortaria (Figure 3) 
Mrs K. Hartley has kindly examined the mortaria, and 
her identifications and comments as to dates are re
peated here, with acknowledgement. Imports in the 
Flavian assemblage are confined to the Gillam type 
238, produced by Hartley's Group 2 potters probably 
in the Pas de Calais (Hartley 1977), and products of the 
Verulamium region. In groups 1-6 alone, these occur 
in equal numbers (three vessels each); but all examples 
of these types on the site are likely to be of Flavian to 
Trajanic introduction whatever their context, and total 
numbers (12 Gillam 238; 6 Verulamium region) may 
give a better reflection of the supply. That the Group 
2 industry maintained the greater share of the market 
at Caerleon during the period of production c AD 70-
100, is borne out by recent finds from primary levels 
at the British Telecom site (Frere et al 1988, 421-2), 
where many stamps of that most prolific Group 2 
potter, Q. Valerius Veranius, occurred; and the relative 
costs of transport by land and by sea were surely in 
their favour. Imported mortaria are eclipsed by local 
products from Trajan/Hadrian (group 9 and after) until 
the fmal demise of the Caerleon industry in the later 
Antonine period, but of the few imports which occur in 
context groups 9-16 (nos. 9-12), Gaulish imports are 
still in the majority. Thereafter, the Oxfordshire kilns 
supplied Caerleon (13-15). 

1-5. Gillam 238, Hartley's Group 2 imports (c AD 

70-100). (232; I.M1 I 259; 3.M2 I 257; 6.M1 I 
212; 8.M5 I 85; 9.M1) 

6. Gillam 238, probably of Hartley's Group 2, as 
last, with fragmentary stamp impressed across 
the rim; probably QV[.from the stamp of 
Q.Valerius Suriacus (as Bushe-Fox 1926, 87; 
there restored Surianus), but bead rim prevents 
first half of Q from registering. (232; 1.-) 

7. Verulamium region, style of Albinus (c AD 60-
90). (unstratified; 19.M4) 

8. Verulamium region (Brockley Hill), with frag
mentary stamp .]CI[. from FECIT of Doinus, but 
end of stamp not impressed. Same die as Frere 
1972, Fig. 146, 46 (now dated by Mrs Hartley to 
cAD 70-110) . (232; 1.-) 

9. Bushe-Fox type 26-30 (Bushe-Fox 1913, Fig. 19), 
Gaulish import (c AD 80-150). (95; 9.M3) 

10. Bushe-Fox type 26-30, Gaulish import (c AD 
100-150). (34; 12.M1) 

11. Bushe-Fox type 26-30, Gaulish import (c AD 
80-150). (39; 12.M3) 

12. Dense and highly-fired cream fabric, small dark 
trituration grit; a Mancetter/Hartshill product 
(c AD 170-220). (24; 16.M1) 

13. Oxfordshire product; possibly Young's (1977) 
type M22, c AD 180-240. (69, 75; 18.M1) 

14. Oxfordshire product; Young's M22, as last. (43; 
19.M6) 

15. Oxfordshire product; Young's M17, cAD 240-
300. (5; 18.M2) 

Locally-produced mortaria (Figure 4) 
In discussing Caerleon Ware mortaria, Mrs Hartley has 
elsewhere observed (Boon 1966, 51) that whilst Flavian 
and Trajanic imports are common at Caerleon, "there 
seem to be no other common types intervening between 
them and the 'Caerleon type', which should therefore 
have taken over the market within a few years of AD 
115". The present site, however, has now produced 13 
mortaria (16-20) of distinctive type and apparently 
local origin, from securely sealed Flavian and Flavian
Trajanic contexts (context groups 1-8) which serve to 
fill that perceived vacuum. Their fabric compares closely 
both with those of other oxidised products of the early 
local industry and that of the developed, red-slipped, 
Caerleon Ware mortaria. Typical is a fine, pink or 
buff-orange fabric, sometimes with a pronounced grey 
core, always micaceous, with many large particles of 
ferruginous clay (firing a darker colour than the body) 
and occasional fragments of the local ferruginous Old 
Red Sandstone; they share the angular white quartzitic 
trituration grit which is a feature of the red-slipped 
mortaria, but bear an all-over cream-white slip instead. 
Diameters range from 29 to 40cm (32cm being most 
usual) and in this, too, they compare with the red
slipped vessels . These white-slipped mortaria figure in 
other published Caerleon reports (eg Nash-Williams 
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1929, Fig. 34, 103-5; idem 1932, Fig. 59, 236-8, 
243), and one such vessel (from the Jenkins' Field site; 
Boon 1966) bears on its flange, incised before firing, 
the name Valerius Martialis; if that vessel was not 
made by a legionary soldier, it was at least made for 
one. Red-slipped, 'Caerleon Ware' mortaria here occur 
earliest in Trajanic-early Hadrianic context (group 9), 
where the single vessel (21) is of typologically early 
form, lacking the distal bead to the flange; the devel
oped form (eg 26-8), often with illiterate stamp, is 
dominant in the purely Hadrianic groups 12-14 (seven 
examples) and beyond. Indeed, the evidence of the 
stratigraphy would allow all these forms to be no more 
than a typological sequence within a single industry, 
with white-slipped mortaria giving way in Trajanic
Hadrianic times to the red-slipped form, for the two 
types do not overlap in their occurrence. The evidence 
of the illiterate stamps would indicate that, in its latter 
stages at least, the industry was in civilian hands (Boon 
1966; Greep 1986, 55-6) . 

16-20. Local products, all from Flavian or Flavian
Trajanic contexts. Fabrics range from orange 
through pale buff to pinkish-buff, occasionally 
with a grey core; all with angular white quartz 
trituration grit; all (except 16) with thin cream
white slip inside and out. (Well 2; 4.Ml / 150, 
154; 5.Ml /212; 6.M2 / 240; l.M3 / 221; 8.M2) 

21-28. Local products, 'Caerleon Ware'; contexts 
Trajanic-Hadrianic to Antonine. Fabrics range 
pinkish-orange, pinkish-brown, buff etc; all with 
angular quartz grit to interior only; all (except 4) 
with darker (red-brown, light brown, etc) slip 
inside and out. Nos . 25-7 have a distal bead to 
the flange, and 23 (= 28) and 25 have illiterate 
stamps, of which 28 is a new Caerleon die. (105; 
9.M4/39; 12.M6/ 45; 12.M7 / 39; 12.M5 /97; 
14 .M2 / 93; 17.Ml / 90; 17.M4 / as no.23) 

Other Coarse Pottery (Figures 5-10) 

Local products and the origin of 'Caerleon Ware' 
A general uniformity of clay body, whether oxidised or 
reduced in firing, leaves little doubt but that the bulk of 
the coarse pottery of the Flavian and Flavian-Trajanic 
groups 1-8 was of immediately local production. Of 
244 vessels (minimum number; including mortaria and 
fine wares, but not samian or amphorae) in the purely 
Flavian assemblage of groups 1-6, only 30% may be 
deemed to be of non-local origin by virtue of fabric or 
form. These are identified in the catalogue; but, for the 
rest, the presumption must be in favour of local manu
facture. That the legion was the principal market for 
these wares is self evident, but military manufacture 
cannot yet be assumed in the absence of the appropriate 
kiln-evidence (Boon 1966, 45-66; Greep 1986, 55); 

nor do legionary stamps on brick or tile occur in 
primary context at Caerleon. 

Statistical analysis of the large Flavian assemblage 
(ie groups 1-6) illustrates the approximate relative 
proportions of the locally-produced vessel-forms as 
deposited on this site; the majority are undecorated 
cooking-vessels. The range includes plain grey-ware 
jars (eg 15, 16, 27; 12% of all vessels); bowls (in 
imitation of the non-local form discussed below, eg 56, 
57; 4%); oxidised jars (17, 19,20-1,26-7; 4%); grey 
jars with everted rims (10-12; 6%); reed-rimmed cook
ing-bowls and their lids, both oxidised and reduced in 
about equal numbers (28-40; 8%); ring-necked flagons 
(6-7; 3%); tazze (49-51; 3%); flanged, 'mica-dusted' 
bowls (46-7; 3%); mortaria (Fig. 4, 16-20; 3%); 
platters (52-5; 2%); and only few other forms mostly 
represented by single occurrences. The table ware 
element of the industry, which is distinctly under
represented in this list, may be enhanced only if we 
allow that the 'Terra Nigra' vessels discussed below 
(and accounting for 7% of the total) were also locally 
made. 

Applied decoration is restricted, in the Flavian 
assemblage, to the 'mica-dusting' of flanged bowls 
(46-7), jars (18) and platters (54), and the application 
of a white slip to mortaria and tazze (but not preserved 
on the published examples, 49-51). Marbled slip deco
ration, always rare at Caerleon, occurs only on a single 
fragment from the Trajanic-early Hadrianic group 9, 
and no glazed vessels occurred at any phase. 

The term 'Caerleon Ware', offered by Boon (1966) 
to avoid the unproven military connotation of Wheel
er's 'legionary ware', is more specifically applied to a 
range of red-slipped, local products of 2nd century 
date. In the main, these find their prototypes in table 
wares of samian, metal and glass as well as imported 
fine ware (and particularly the 'North Gaulish' rough
cast beakers). This distinctive phase of the local indus
try is further discussed by Greep (1986), and most 
recently, in respect of finds from Usk, by Webster 
(1993) . A direct relationship between this specialised 
production , which is not balanced by a corresponding 
volume of locally-produced utilitarian vessels, and the 
Flavian-Trajanic industry is now suggested by the evi
dence of the mortaria, outlined above. Whatever the 
link, a shift away from the production locally of cook
ing-vessels is only to be expected in the face of in
creased competition from the Black Burnished ware 
which achieved dominance at least from Hadrianic 
times. 

A transitional episode may be encompassed by the 
pottery groups 7-9 (Flavian-Trajanic to Trajanic-early 
Hadrianic; perhaps cAD 85/90-120). Of only four red
slipped vessels which appear in the phase 11 occupation 
(groups 7-8), two are flanged bowls (archive nos.7 .2 
and 7.3, not illustrated) which, being both colour
coated and 'mica-dusted', may be regarded as a type 
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intermediate between the Flavian 'mica-dusted' form 
(nos.46-7) and the 'Caerleon Ware' vessels (114-6). 
Two other vessels (eg 90) resembling the samian form 
Dr 44, which appears under Hadrian but is commonest 
in the Antonine period, may be intrusive there. Red
slipped vessels became only a little more common in 
the Trajanic-early Hadrianic phase IIIb. Five vessels in 
context group 9 include a mortarium (Fig. 4, 21), a 
face-jug (96), and a tazza (100), but not yet any forms 
imitative of samian. Of these earliest occurring red
slipped forms, the mortarium, the flanged bowl, and 
the tazza all find prototypes in the Flavian assemblage . 
A detailed breakdown of occurrence by phase shows 
that, as these red-slipped forms appeared, so did their 
apparent prototypes disappear. At present, therefore, 
the development seems hardly sufficient to signal the 
establishment of a wholly new industry, and could 
merely result from changes in demand and in response 
to external competition. 

Thefloruit here of 'Caerleon Ware', sensu stricto, 
is in site phase IVa where samian is strongly indicative 
of deposition c AD 130-140. In context groups 12-15 
(phases IVa and b), red-slipped vessels contribute as 
much as 37% of the assemblage (49 of 134 vessels), 
and much of the 'normal' range of the industry is 
represented. Present in phase IVa are a cornice-rimmed 
beaker, copies of samian forms Dr 37, 18/31 and 33, 
and mortaria, mostly without distal bead to the flange. 
Phase IVb (group 15) adds the mainly Antonine form 
Dr 38, and Dr 37 copies with barbotine decoration. The 
latest deposit of occupational debris on the site (group 
18, of phase V, perhaps c AD 200), however, contains 
surprisingly little that need be of local manufacture, 
and Caerleon Ware is present there in such small 
proportion as to indicate that all is residual. Webster 
(1993) is of the opinion that production ceased c AD 
160/170, and rather earlier than the date of c 180 which 
has been forwarded by Greep (1986,55-6), and for this 
he cites the absence of imitations of the forms Dr 31, 
45 and 79/80. The present evidence is not at variance 
with the date range (c 110-1601170) which he proposes 
for the industry as a whole. Confirmation that produc
tion did not continue much after AD 160 now comes 
from the pottery assemblage from Great Bulmore (ex
cavations by I.D.Zienkiewicz for the Glamorgan-Gwent 
Archaeological Trust; report in preparation). That set
tlement appears to have been largely unoccupied in the 
years between c 140 and 160, and Caerleon ware is 
almost entirely lacking amongst the mass of material 
relating to the strong later Antonine floruit (ie Bulmore 
2). 

An Hadrianic-Antonine floruit for Caerleon Ware 
coincides with internal evidence from this site for a 
marked fall-off in the volume both of imported fine 
wares (see above) and of samian, which appears here 
in only relatively small quantity after the Les Martres 
period. Marsh (1978) has drawn attention to a general 

dip in the supply of samian to Britain in the Trajanic 
period, and it is in this temporary shortage of Gaulish 
products that we may find the stimulus for the local 
production of fine table wares. Of the few vessels of 
imported fine ware which occur in context groups 12-
16, when Caerleon Ware dominates, almost all may be 
residual; and it is only with the appearance of 'Rhenish' 
ware beakers in phase V that an appreciable component 
of the legion's fme ware requirements were once again 
met from abroad. At the Fortress Baths, however, the 
principal form of drinking-vessel in the drain deposit of 
cAD 160-230 was a locally-produced, cornice-rimmed 
beaker (Greep 1986, Fig. 28). 

'Terra Nigra' 
Vessels which may broadly be classified as 'Terra 
Nigra' occurred in the very earliest levels and in 
proportions (of total vessel numbers) which diminish 
markedly with time. Thus, in levels of phase la and Ib 
(groups 1 and 2; 23, 74, 76, 80, 83) nine vessels 
comprised 6.0%, and in the Flavian groups 1-6 as a 
whole, 'Terra Nigra' vessels were the most common 
class of table ware after samian. In the period of 
occupation of the phase 11 building, however, only two 
vessels were present (groups 7 and 8; 1. 7 % ), and two 
further vessels in phase IIIb context (group 9) are 
probably residual there with much other Flavian mate
rial. 'Terra Nigra', therefore, is of purely Flavian 
occurrence on this site. 

Greene (1979, 106-127) has commented at length 
on 'Terra Nigra' from the Usk fortress, and several of 
the forms present in pre-Flavian context there are 
represented in this assemblage (his types 6, 7 and 10), 
mostly in fabric corresponding to his group 1. Indeed, 
so indistinguishable are hand-specimens of the carinated 
bowl (type 6) from Usk and from the Caerleon Museum 
site, that a common origin is indicated. Local produc
tion of such vessels cannot be ruled out, and the 
presence in the clay body of mica and ill-sorted parti
cles of ferruginous clay provides a link with the con
temporary local products described above. 

Black Burnished Ware 
The Flavian and Flavian-Trajanic assemblages from 
the Museum site add significantly to the list of definite 
pre-Hadrianic occurrences of Black Burnished ware 
(BBl) at Caerleon (Greep 1986, 56-7 for recent discus
sion). Groups 1-6 produced 10 vessels (4.1 % by mini
mum vessel numbers) including jars (64-8), a bead
rimmed bowl (72) and a conical lid (70); the flanged 
bowl, 75, is not certainly BB1, and the lug-handled jar, 
71, is presumably a copy of the Black Burnished form. 
The phase 11 groups (7 and 8) maintained a small 
proportion of BBl (six vessels; 5.2%) comparable to 
that observed for the Flavian assemblage from the 
Fortress Baths (Greep 1986, Fig. 18; 5%) and, eg, for 
early (mainly pre-Flavian) levels at Cirencester (Rigby 



J. David Zienkiewicz 97 

1982, 153-2(0). These add a flanged bowl (archive 
7.74, not illustrated) and two 'dog-dishes' (91), the 
latter providing an early occurrence of a form generally 
considered to date after c 120 (Rigby 1982, 160 and 
168). 

As has been noted at the Fortress Baths, BB1 came 
to dominate the utilitarian end of the market at Caerleon, 
as elsewhere, from Hadrian onwards, accounting for 
some 27 % of the Hadrianic-Antonine assemblage there 
(Greep 1986). Deposits of Trajanic-Hadrianic date, 
however, were generally lacking at the baths, and did 
not allow any precision of dating for the start of this 
great influx. Crucial now is the evidence of the phase 
I1Ib groups 9-11, of Trajanic-Hadrianic deposition, in 
which BB1 already accounts for 20.9% of the assem
blage. Samian from group 9, the deposition of which 
relates to the early use of the first masonry buildings, 
includes much Les Martres ware indicative of a termi
nal date of c AD 120, and is supportive of an early 
Hadrianic, or even Trajanic date for the surge. Subse
quent, Hadrianic-early Antonine groups (12-14; phase 
IVa) show a slight decline to 14% ofthe total, but there 
the proportion is depressed by the quantity of Caerleon 
Ware (essentially table ware) which appears. By the 
Antonine-Severan phase V (group 18), and with the 
demise of the local industry, BB 1 rises to account for 
25.6% of the total. Throughout, the relative propor
tions of the three principal vessel-types remain quite 
constant, with jars, flanged bowls and dishes occurring 
in the approximate ratio of 4: 2: 1. For the groups 9-14, 
numbers are 20 jars, 10 flanged bowls and 5 dishes. 

Other non-local wares in the Flavian assemblage 
Vessels of the form of 56 and 57 ('necked bowls' or 
'wide-mouthed jars') contributed some 11 % of the total 
in groups 1-6 (27 vessels). Of these, 17 (7% of the 
total) are of a distinctive and, almost certainly, non
local fabric, with the remaining examples, presumably, 
as local copies of a popular form. On present evidence, 
these vessels appear to form the single most important 
non-local component of the legion's utilitarian require
ment in the Flavian period. Related, both by their 
fabric and mean diameters (c 13-15cm), are (i) a class 
of bead-rimmed lids, as 58 (6 examples, 3%), which 
might equally have served as cover to the jars/bowls 
and as a shallow dish; and (ii) the flanged, and probably 
carinated, bowls as 41 (4 examples, 2%). Together, 
these three types may have formed a mess-set, and their 
disappearance with the Trajanic-early Hadrianic group 
9 is presumably linked with the market dominance in 
kitchen wares of identical function which the Black 
Burnished wares had by then achieved. The fabric is 
varied, but is typically very sandy, grey at the core, and 
red-brown towards surfaces which are black-slipped all 
over and burnished externally. The forms are all wheel
thrown and, beyond a single girth-groove or cordon to 
the shoulder of the jar/bowl, are undecorated. The 

beaded lids can be made to fit over the jars/bowls quite 
neatly, though with considerable overhang, and exter
nal sooting (and, in one instance, carbonised food
matter internally) shows them to have been used over 
the fire. 

Such vessels occur in the very earliest horizons on 
this site, and 'necked bowls' of similar form are re
ported from other Caerleon sites (eg Nash-Williams 
1932, 303, Fig. 54, 1). The type is ultimately of Iron 
Age derivation (Nash-Williams 1939, 63, Fig. 6, 34-
5, 52 for similar vessels in Iron Age or pre-Flavian 
context at Sudbrook, Gwent; Cunliffe 1974, 102 and 
348, Fig. A:33 for necked bowls in Glastonbury ware), 
and although its immediate source is not yet estab
lished, it most probably lies in the Dobunnic region 
where parallels of early Roman date most commonly 
occur. Similar vessels occur only rarely at Exeter, 
which was well supplied with BB1 from an early date 
(eg Bidwell 1979, Fig. 63, 100-101, dated c AD 80), 
but are very common eg in pre-Flavian contexts both at 
Cirencester (Rigby 1982, vessels 15, 20, 90-1, 100, 
135, 138,207,378 etc) and Kingsholm (Darling 1977, 
Fig. 6.9, 31); and there are comparisons to the type in 
Severn Valley Ware (Webster 1976, Fig. 4, 19-20 etc). 
The fabric corresponds to Rigby's (1982, 153) descrip
tion of Cirencester fabric 5, present also at Bagendon. 
The type is not prominent, pre-Flavian, at Usk. 

Beyond these vessels and the early Black Burnished 
ware already mentioned, there are few other non-local 
products in the Flavian assemblage which are in a 
'native' or Iron Age tradition, and none contributed in 
any significant way to the legion's supply. The bead
rimmed bowl, 72, may be of the Durotrigan ribbed 
variety already known at Caerleon (Greep 1986, Fig. 
17), and may be related to the wheel-thrown jar 63, 
also ribbed. 'Handmade' burnished forms, not BB1, 
include the bead-rimmed jar 62 and the simple bowl 69. 

The catalogue 

Phases I-IlIa (Figures 5-7; context groups 1-6): 
Flavian 
Selected from 244 vessels. Material from primary 
'timber' levels sealed beneath the earliest masonry 
construction of phase IlIa and not directly associated 
with that work or with the occupation of the interme
diate, phase 11 building. Group 1: layers over primary 
cobbling in the north east courtyard portico (phase Ib); 
Group 2: various contexts, construction and occupation 
of the phase I buildings (phases la and Ib); Group 3: 
filling of Well 1· (phase 11 construction); Group 4: 
filling of Well 2 (phase 11 demolition); Group 5: vari
ous contexts, area of east range of primary Building A 
(phase IlIa or before); Group 6: various contexts not 
otherwise assigned (phase IlIa or before). Samian is 
consistently south Gaulish and Flavian; the phase IlIa 
construction may have begun as early as c AD 85-90. 
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See also fine wares 2,3,5,6,9, 11-13, 16; amphorae 26. Jar, hard buff fabric, grey to core and sooted 
1, 8, 16, 18, 20, 21, 26, 27; mortaria 1-3, 6, 8, 16- externally. (232; 1.21) 
19; and lamps 1, 2; also a fragment of a Verulamium 27. Jar, hard buff fabric. (154; 5.30) 
region white-ware vessel (? flagon). 28. Lid, grey-buff fabric, dark grey to core with traces 

of grey-black ?slip to all surfaces; sooted. (154; 
5.40) 

1. Flagon, pale orange-pink fabric, traces of thin 29. Lid, pale pinkish-brown fabric, mid grey to sur-
white slip inside and out. (177; 5.22) faces. (286; 2.17) 

2. Flagon, orange-buff fabric. (154; 5.23) 30. Lid, buff fabric, sooted to underside. (178; 5.14) 
3. Flagon, orange-buff fabric, traces of darker slip. 31. Lid, hard buff fabric, sooted under rim. (162; 

(Well 1; 3.11) 5.13) 
4. Flagon, orange fabric, trace of handle attachment. 32. Bowl, crisp mid grey fabric, sooted to exterior. 

(285; 3.10) (232; 1.37) 
5. Flagon, buff fabric, orange to core. (Well 2; 4.5) 33. Bowl, hard orange fabric. (242; 3.5) 
6. Flagon, hard orange-buff fabric, mid grey to core. 34. Bowl, light grey fabric, dark grey ?slip to all 

(Well 2; 4.3) surfaces. (162; 5.38) 
7. Flagon, orange-pink fabric. (Well 2; 4.4) 35. Bowl, mid grey fabric, dark grey ?slip to all 
8. Beaker, crisp hard orange-brown fabric. (232, surfaces. (181; 5.37) 

150; 1.18 and 7.23) 36. Bowl, orange-buff fabric, pink to core; 'mica 
9. Beaker, crisp hard pink-brown fabric, burnished dusted' to all surfaces and sooted inside and out. 

to exterior and rim. (162; 5.4) (242; 3.2) 
10. Jar, hard mid grey fabric; above shoulder exte- 37. Bowl, buff fabric. (177; 5.11) 

rior is burnished, below, body is decorated in 38. Bowl, buff fabric. (169; 5.9) 
two zones with the repeated impression of (?)an 39. Bowl, hard gritty orange fabric, mid grey to core. 
ear of corn. (160, 161, 162; 5.62 and 8.35) (154; 5.7) 

11. Jar, light grey fabric, darker to surfaces; exte- 40. Bowl, gritty buff fabric, sooted to rim. (169; 
rior burnished above groove, rusticated below. 5.10) 
(Well 2; 4.21) 41. Bowl, gritty pale brown fabric, mid to dark grey 

12. Jar, hard mid grey fabric. ?Not local. (232; 1.63) at surfaces; horizontal burnished lines to exte-
13. Jar, hard mid grey fabric, dark grey to exterior rior. Not local. (233; 1.35) 

and sooted at rim. (232; 1.65) 42. Bowl, hard sandy mid grey fabric; burnished lines 
14. Jar, fine light grey fabric, grey-black to surfaces at carination. ?Not local. (159; 5.36) 

and traces of silver-grey 'metallic' burnished slip 43. Bowl, hard gritty grey-brown fabric, mid grey to 
inside and out. ?Not local. (259; 3.28) core, surfaces with grey-black ?slip burnished at 

15. Jar, hard fine mid grey fabric. (273; 2.23) rim; sooted externally. (232; 1.36) 
16. Jar, hard light grey fabric. (232; 1.62) 44. Bowl, hard gritty mid grey fabric, brown to core; 
17. Jar, orange fabric, burnished and sooted to exte- sooted externally. (171; 2.16) 

rior. (232; 1.27) 45. Bowl, ?Black Burnished ware (?BB1), burnished 
18. Jar, fine orange-buff fabric, patches of micaceous inside and out; sooted with burnt food residue 

slip ('mica dusting') to exterior. (233; 1.26) inside and out. The type occurs at Exeter c AD 
19. Jar, orange fabric, darker orange-brown slip 80 or before (Bidwell 1979, Fig. 65, 165-6; and 

(?burnished) to exterior. (240; 1.25) idem 1977, Fig. 13.2, 23-6). (Well 1; 3.35) 
20. Jar, soft orange-buff fabric, sooted externally. 46. Flanged bowl, fine orange-pink fabric, 'mica 

(232; 1.20) dusted' to interior and top of flange. A common 
21. Jar, soft orange-buff fabric, traces of burnish Flavian-Trajanic type at Caerleon, with published 

(?and darker slip) to exterior. (240; 1.19) examples from the Fortress Baths (Greep 1986, 
22. Jar, fine light grey fabric. (232; 1.57) Fig. 36, 3), Prysg Field (Nash-Williams 1932, 
23. Jar, light grey fabric, exterior retains patches of no. 158) and Jenkins' Field (idem 1929, Fig. 33, 

dark grey-black ?slip, burnished; rouletted deco- 98). The form is Marsh's type 34 (Marsh 1978, 
ration to shoulder. 'Terra Nigra'; ?not local. (266; 166-7 and Fig. 6.15). (171; 2.5) 
2.21) 47. Flanged and spouted bowl, as last, hard orange-buff 

24. Jar, pale buff fabric, pink to core and sooted fabric, pink to core with micaceous slip ('mica 
externally; trace of sand roughcast. (232; 1.23) dusted') to interior and top of flange. (232; 1.4) 

25. Jar, hard pale buff fabric; body decorated with 48. Bowl, orange fabric, darker slip to surfaces, bur-
applied pyramidical pellets and heavily sooted to nished externally. (259; 3.4) 
exterior. Local ware, but type not previously 49. Tazza, soft light buff fabric, grey-buff to core; 
reported at Caerleon. (159; 5.31) sooted to interior. (233; 1.12) 
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50. Tazza, pinkish-buff fabric. (154; 5.21) 
51. Tazza, buff fabric, sooted internally. (166; 5.20) 
52. Dish, hard buff fabric. (232; 1.6) 
53. Dish, buff fabric, burnished to interior. (267; 5.6) 
54. Dish, hard orange-red fabric; 'mica dusted' in

ternally, rouletted decoration to interior. (182; 
5.1) 

55. Dish/platter, gritty buff ware with all-over bur
nished red-brown slip. (242; 3.1) 

56. Jar, hard grey-black fabric, burnished to exterior 
and rim; sooted externally, burnt ?food residue 
internally. Not local. (285; 3.24) 

57. Jar, hard sandy mid grey fabric, browncblack to 
surfaces, burnished exterior and rim; sooted ex
ternally. Not local. (232; 1.40) 

58. Lid/dish, gritty light grey fabric, oxidised patchy 
orange-brown surfaces . Not local. (232; 1.39) 

59. Jar, hard gritty grey-brown fabric, lighter brown 
to core and exterior; sooted externally. Not local. 
(232; 1.64) 

60. Jar, hard sandy brown fabric, grey-black to sur
faces; burnished to cordon and rim. Not local. 
(232; 1.46) 

61. Jar, hard sandy grey-brown fabric, exterior patchy 
grey and sooted. Not local. (232; 1.43) 

62. Jar, sandy fabric unevenly fired to grey/black/ 
buff; 'handmade', exterior black and micaceous 
with all-over burnish. Not local, but not Black 
Burnished ware; Exeter parallels come from the 
fortress period (BidweIl1977, Fig. 13.2, 15-16, 
dated c AD 80). (Well 2; 4.22) 

63. Jar, fine micaceous dark grey-brown fabric; lami
nated black to core, surfaces grey-black and highly 
micaceous; wheel-thrown. The exterior is deco
rated with vertical ribs between burnished bands, 
the spaces between being filled with an arrange
ment of wide-spaced diagonal burnished lines. 
Not local, not BB 1; but perhaps linked to the 
Durotrigan ribbed bowls which occur only rarely 
at Caerleon (Greep 1986, 57, Fig. 17). (Early pit 
near Well 2; 6.8) 

64-7. Jars, BBl (162; 5.67'1 154; 5.68/ 154; 5.69/ 
181; 5.70) 

68. Jar, BBl; heavily sooted externally, burnt ?food 
residue internally. Exeter parallel from the for
tress period (BidweIl1977, Fig. 13.1,2). (285; 
3.36) 

69 . ?Bowl, sandy dark grey micaceous fabric; 'hand
made' and burnished externally. Not local; not 
BB1. (232; 1.67) 

70. Lid, BB1. (167; 5.71) 
71. Lugged jar, gritty grey-buff fabric, darker and 

sooted to exterior; trace of incised lattice deco
ration. Not local; not BB1. Exeter parallel (not 
BB 1) from the fortress period (ibid, Fig. 13.1, 
4). (177; 5.66) 

72. Bowl, BBl. Exeter parallel dates c AD 80 (Bidwell 
1979, Fig. 64, 124). (285; 3.34) 

73. Bowl, fairly hard buff fabric, burnished inside 
and out. Probably locally produced after 'Belgic' 
prototype, but the form (as Marsh 1978, type 
17.2) is not previously reported at Caerleon. The 
form occurs in Severn Valley ware (which this is 
not), eg at Sudbrook (Nash-Williams 1939, 63, 
Fig. 6, 27-30). (232; 1.9) 

74. Bowl, soft fine light grey fabric; surfaces mid
grey, micaceous (?slip) and burnished. ?'Terra 
Nigra'; not local. (232; 1.33) 

75. Bowl, hard mid grey fabric, dark grey (?slip) to 
surfaces. (240; 1.34) 

76. Bowl, soft mid grey fabric; dark grey (?slip) and 
burnished to all surfaces. 'Terra Nigra'; ?not 
local. As Greene's Terra Nigra type 6 from Usk, 
in his Group 1 fabric (Greene 1979, 106, 110-
111 and Fig. 46, 1-28). (258; 2.15) 

77 . Dish or platter, fine light grey fabric, dark grey 
to all-over burnished surfaces. 'Terra Nigra'; ?not 
local. Greene's Usk type 10 (ibid, 117 and Fig. 
49, 7-16) . (242; 3.19) 

78. Dish or platter, fine light grey fabric; surface 
grey-black, micaceous and highly burnished in
side and out. 'Terra Nigra'; ?not local. Greene's 
Usk type 10, as last. (Well 2; 4.7) 

79. Bowl, fine grey fabric; surfaces grey-black and 
burnished; rouletted decoration. 'Terra Nigra'; 
?not local. (285; 3.17) 

80. Bowl, soft fine light grey fabric; surfaces dark 
grey and micaceous (?slip); rouletted decoration. 
'Terra Nigra'; ?not local. (233; 1.32) 

81. Bowl, fine grey-buff fabric; surfaces grey-black 
and highly burnished; rouletted decoration. 'Terra 
Nigra'; ?not local. (173; 5.32) 

82. Bowl, light grey fabric; darker to highly bur
nished surfaces; rouletted decoration. 'Terra 
Nigra'; ?not local. (285; 3.16) 

83. Bowl, fine light grey fabric; darker to micaceous 
(?slip) surface; rouletted decoration. 'Terra 
Nigra'; ?not local. Greene's Usk type 7, in his 
Group 1 fabric (ibid, 111-4, and Fig. 47, 34-
41). (233; 1.30) 

Phases II-IIIa (Figure 8; context groups 7 and 8): 
Flavian-Trajanic 
Selected from 116 vessels . Group 7: contexts associ
ated with the construction and occupation of the phase 
11 building; Group 8: construction levels of phase IlIa. 
Terminal date as for groups 1-6; but all should be 
deposited after c AD 85. See also fine wares 1, 4, 7, 
10, 15, 28; amphorae 2, 9, 19, 23, 30; mortaria 4, 20; 
and lamp 3; also a fragment of an hemispherical bowl 
with all-over marbled white/brown slip. 



/ . -~ 
85 

~861 · --
11\ 

95 

87 

\ 88 

r\1M ~' 

7 

~ 92 ~fl 

-- -- - --

93 , 
111 

c.J J {-112~- ~ 
Figure 8. Coarse pottery: Phase lI-IlIa (84-93); Phase IlIb (95-106); and Phase Na (107-112). Scale 1:4 



104 J. David Zienkiewicz 

84. Beaker, crisp fine orange fabric, burnished in
side and out. The form is reminiscent of some 
fine-walled beakers from Holt (Greene 1977, 
Fig. 8.1), but without precise parallel there, 
and a vessel with similarly out-flared rim oc
curred in late context at the Fortress Baths 
(Greep 1986, Fig. 28, 17.100). (212; 8.0) 

85. Beaker, buff fabric. (167; 8.7) 
86. Jar, orange-pink fabric, grey-brown to core. A 

similar form occurs in the 'fortress fabric' type 
series from the Usk fortress (Manning 1981, 
207, Fig. 94, type 17). (150; 7.28) 

87. Bowl, hard gritty buff fabric; sooted externally. 
(228; 7.9) 

88. Bowl, pinkish-buff fabric, grey to core; bur
nished and rouletted to exterior, but no trace of 
slip. (150; 7.6) 

89. Bowl, buff fabric with all-over orange-brown 
colour-coat; ?Caerleon Ware. (193; 8.3) 

90. Bowl, buff fabric with all-over orange-brown 
colour coat; ?Caerleon Ware, and possibly in
trusive. (237; 8.4) 

91. Bowl, BBI. (212; 8.41) 
92. Bowl, sandy orange fabric, burnished. Not lo

cal; not BBI. (151; 7.16) 
93. Bowl, sandy grey ware, grey-black to surfaces; 

burnished etc. Not local; not BBI. (151, 153; 
7.39) 

94. vacant. 

Phase IlIb (Figure 8; context groups 9 and 10): 
Trajanic/early Hadrianic 
Selected from 100 vessels. Group 9: infilling of a pipe
trench between masonry Buildings A and B, and related 
contexts; Group 10: occupation levels in Building A, 
Room 4. Samian from group 9 includes much Les 
Martres material and is indicative of deposition mainly 
before c AD 120. See also fine wares 10, 17-23, 42; 
amphorae 3, 5, 10-13, 17,22,28, 31; mortaria 5, 9, 
21; and lamp 4; also a fragment of a BB1 flagon 
(Gillam type 61; see now Wallace and Webster 1989). 

95. Flagon, hard buff fabric, grey to core. (95; 
9.29) 

96. Face-jug, orange fabric with red-brown slip to 
exterior only; ?Caerleon Ware, but form not 
previously reported. (16, 84; 9.15) 

97. Bowl, crisp hard orange fabric, burnished all 
over. (139; 9.16) 

98. Bowl, as last. (139; 9.17) 
99. Bowl, crisp hard orange fabric, grey to core. 

(139; 9.18) 
100. Tazza, pale orange fabric with all-over orange

brown slip. ?Caerleon Ware. (95 and 39; 9.12, 
12.15) 

101-2.Jars, BBI. (95; 9.75 / 139; 9.82) 

103-5.Bowls, BBl. (139; 9.69/84; 9.65/234; 10.10) 
106. Bowl, hard grey fabric with burnished lines. 

(139; 9.43) 

Phase IVa (Figures 8 and 9; context groups 
12-14): Hadrianic-early Antonine 
Selected from 100 vessels. From a general horizon of 
builder's make-up; Group 12: in alley between Build
ings A and B; Group 13: in via praetoria wing of 
Building B; Group 14: in Building A, Room 4. Samian 
is indicative of a date c AD 130-140 for the phase IVa 
construction. See also fine wares 10, 14, 24-27, 29, 
31, 32; amphorae 7, 24; mortaria 10, 11, 22-25, 28 
(=23); and lamps 5, 6. . 

107. Flagon, buff fabric. (109; 14.23) 
108. Beaker/jar, pinkish-buff fabric, grey to core. 

(142; 14.24) 
109-116. Bowls, Caerleon Ware. (28,29; 12.14/35; 

14.11 / 142; 14.12 / 109; 14.8 / 16; 12.10 / 
109; 14.5 / 109; 14.4 / 109; 14.3) 

117. Jar, sandy vesicular fabric; burnished. ?Not 
local; not BBI. (39; 12.42) 

118. Jar, BBI. (16; 12.43) 
119-121. Bowls/dishes, BBl. (34; 12.36/16; 12.33 

/ 39; 12.32) 
122. Bowl, gritty light grey fabric with all-over dark 

grey slip, burnished. (43; 13.10) 

Phase IVb (Figure 9; context groups 15 and 16): 
Antonine 
Selected from 41 vessels. Group 15: latest occupation 
levels in Building A, Room 4; Group 16: various 
contexts representing the latest-preserved occupation 
deposits. No associated samian, but earlier than the 
demolition of cAD 200. See also fine wares 30, 33; 
amphora 25; and mortarium 12. 

123. Bowl, Caerleon Ware. (185; 15.8) 
124. Bowl, with applied barbotine decoration; 

Caerleon Ware. (94; 15.14) 
125. Bowl, buff fabric, with burnished lines to ex

terior. (24; 16.4) 
126. Bowl, hard gritty orange-buff fabric. (24; 16.5) 
127. Dish, buff fabric; all-over red-brown slip, 'mica 

dusted'; ?Caerleon Ware. (97; 15.1) 
128. Jar, BBl. (41; 15.31) 
129-30. Dishes, BBl. (94; 15.29 / 24; 16.8) 
131. Bowl, hard grey fabric, burnished lattice. ?Not 

local; not BBl. (94; 15.25) 
132. Bowl, hard grey fabric, burnished. ?Not local; 

not BBI. (130; 16.6) 

Phases V-VI (Figures 9 and 10; context groups 17 
and 18): Late Antonine/Severan to mid 4thcentury 
Selected from 71 vessels. Group 17: material deposited 
on the latest floor of the smithy, Building A, room 5; 
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Group 18: demolition deposits extending over room 5 
and the adjacent bath-suite. A demolition c AD 200 is 
indicated (not least by the absence of Antoniniana 
stamped tiles amongst profuse roofing debris) but these 
latest-dated pieces, which alone are reported, may 
relate to subsequent disturbance of the uppermost ho
rizon of rubble etc. See also fine wares 34-38, 40; 
amphorae 4, 6, 14, 15, 29; mortaria 13, 15, 26, 27; 
and lamp 7. 

133-5.Jars, BBl. ?Late 3rd to 4th century; but com
pare vessels from the Fortress Baths (Greep 
1986, group 17.26) in a deposit closed c AD 
230. (5; 18.44 / 5; 18.45 / 80; 17.25) 

136-8. Bowls, BBl. Compare Fortress Baths (ibid) 
vessels 17.40-42, dated as last. (5; 18.36 / 
106; 17.23 / 75; 18.35) 

139. Dish, BBl. (79; 18.32) 
140. Bowl, dark grey sandy fabric, grey-black to 

surfaces, partly burnished inside and out. ?Not 
local. (90; 17.12) 

141. Bowl, brown sandy fabric, grey-black surfaces 
partly burnished inside and out. ?Not local. 
(64; 18.23) 

142. Bowl, sandy fabric, grey to brown; patchy grey
black surface burnished in part. ?Not local. 
(64; 18.24) 

138 I 

140 
---- - - ___ '--___ .J 

141 145 

143. Bowl, hard sandy grey fabric, partly burnished. 
(133; 17.11) 

Unstratified (Figure 10) 
See also fine wares 8,39,41; mortaria 7, 14; and lamp 8. 

144-5. Jars, BBl. Compare the series of jars from 
the Fortress Baths group 26.1-28 (Greep 1986, 
Fig . 32) dated mid 4th century. (19.20/ 19.21) 

146. Dish, BBl. Compare Fortress Baths group 25.46 
(ibid, Fig. 31) dated early 4th century. (19.22) 

Pottery Lamps (Figure 11) 

The site has produced fragments of eight lamps, of 
which nos.I-3 are referable to the Flavian 'timber' 
phases and the remainder to the period of occupation of 
the masonry buildings. Lamps 1-4 are mould-made 
volute lamps of Loeschcke's types I or IV (Loeschcke 
1919, Taf.I), current from Claudius to Trajan (Bailey 
1980, 117), and 1 and 2 are in Lyon ware. Three 
Firma-Iamps occur (3-5), bearing the names of the 
popular Italian producers Fortis and Communis which 
were so often used by provincial workshops. Of these, 
the first is certainly an import, and the second probably 
so; the last is a local copy. 

t==~~--~~~= ----
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Fig. 10. Coarse pottery: Phase V (138-143); and unstratified (144-146). Scale 1:4 
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1. About one quarter of the top plate and hollowed 
discus of a lamp of Loeschcke type I or IV, prob
ably the latter; original dimensions as 3, below. 
Hard cream-coloured ware with slight greenish 
tinge; pale buff slip darkening to grey-brown 
where it fills grooves etc: Lyon Ware. Discus 
decorated in relief with rosette of four bilobate 
petals, as 3; central oil-hole, all encircled by a 
single groove. (240; 1.-) 

2. Fragment of bottom-plate of a mould-made lamp, 
probably Loeschcke type I or IV. Fabric as last; 
mottled grey-brown slip (with metallic sheen) to 
exterior only: Lyon Ware. A single groove at 
lower wall defines the base-pad, diameter 36mm. 
(283; 2.-) 

3. Complete lamp of Loeschcke type IV; fine condi
tion lacking only chips from discus and rim; length 
99mm, height 26mm, body diameter 70mm. Crisp 
chalk-white ware, no inclusions or mica; mottled 
orange or chestnut-brown slip with metallic sheen, 
darkening to brown-black in grooves and splashes. 
Fabric and slip identical to 4, below, and matched 
by other Caerleon lamps from the Fortress Baths 
(Brewer in Zienkiewicz 1986, 11, 97 and Fig. 39, 
2) and the Hall site (Murray Threipland 1969, 116 
and Fig. 19, 9); all answer to Greene's description 

of some Central Gaulish (?Lezoux) wares of 
Flavian-Hadrianic date (Greene 1979, 43). Vo
luted nozzle, sooted, with small breather-hole. 
Discus decorated in relief with rosette of four 
bilobate petals; central oil-hole, all encircled by 
two raised lines, then rim-band. Rosettes were a 
common device on Flavian and earlier lamps (eg 
Loeschcke 1919, Taf.III, 616, 618; Bailey 1980, 
Pl.18, Q936 etc), and occur at Caerleon on lamps 
in Flavian context from the Amphitheatre (Wheeler 
and Wheeler 1929, Pl.XXXIV.2, 5) and the Hall 
site (Murray Threipland 1969, 114 and Fig. 10,8). 
(229; 7.-) 

4. Quarter only of the bottom plate of a Firma-Iamp, 
probably Loeschcke I or IV; body diameter 70mm. 
Fabric and external slip as last, and probably same 
form (although volute ends do not extend to shoul
der at nozzle-lobe). On recessed basal disc, en
circled by two raised lines (and all blurred) is the 
maker's name F]ORTIS (mark as Loeschcke 1919, 
Taf.XIX, 801). (95; 9.-) 

5. Incomplete, small and delicate Firma-Iamp of 
Loeschcke type IXb (but without handle); body 
diameter 52mm, height 25mm. Fabric crisp hard, 
evenly red-brown with no inclusions; unslipped, 
and not Caerleon Ware. Detail at base and top is 

e 
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Fig. 11. The pottery lamps. Scale 1:2 
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moulded; body and shoulder are knife-pared. 
Raised border around deep reservoir, discus lost 
and one lug only preserved. On the base, encir
cled by two raised lines, is the name COMUNI 
in sharp relief (Bailey 1988, Fig. 126, Q1595 for 
similar mark). Possibly an original Italian prod
uct. (109; 14.-) 

6. Part of lower plate and nozzle-lobe of a small 
(pirated) Firma-lamp, type uncertain; body di
ameter c 44mm, original length (est.) 62mm. 
Fabric hard pale buff with large (up to 2mm) 
ferruginous inclusions, grog and mica; pale cin
namon slip to exterior. A local product (?Caerleon 
Ware), moulded from another. On the base, within 
two raised circles (all very blurred) is a maker's 
name: probably FORTIS, reading with nozzle at 
top, as is usual. (39; 12.-) 

7. Complete lamp, small and crudely-formed to re
semble Loeschcke type IXb; length 72mm. Hard 
orange-brown fabric with dark brown slip over
all, blackened at nozzle; a local product. Raised 
border to reservoir connected by a canal to noz
zle; broad flattened handle with ?moulded op
posed hollows for hole subsequently pierced. (80; 
17.-) 

8. Top plate of lamp of Loeschcke type IXb; body 
diam. 55mm. Fabric and slip as 6, and also a 
local product. Raised rim to reservoir, not con
necting with canal to nozzle, and two lugs; loop
handle lost. (Unstratified) 
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